PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Service of Worship

5t Sunday after Epiphany
February 5, 2023, 10:10 a.m.
Sanctuary & Livestreamed

We Gather
Prelude Melody Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer
Moment for Mission Amy Matthews
Introit O Radiant Light, O Sun Divine Phos Hilaron
Call to Worship Dr. Bayer

One: God said, "Let there be light.”
Many: And there was light.

One: Jesus said, "l am the light of the world."
Many: And the light shone in the darkness.
One: Jesus said, "You are the light of the world."

Many: And the light shall not be quenched.

*Hymn Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness No. 314
(stanzas 1, 2, 4, and 5)
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man - y the gifts, man - y the peo-ple, man-y the
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truth, we turn  to you. Make us your own,
hope, man -y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us your bread,
warmth, man - y are cold. Make us your build ing,
hearts that yearn to be - long. Let wus be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to  see.
has power to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel - ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to  one an - oth-er mak - ing your king - dom come.
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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church gath -ered to - day
Prayer of Confession (unison) Dr. Bayer

Loving God, you call us into community, teach us your ways, and bless
us with abundant life. Yet we turn aside to follow other paths: we take
the easy way out, listening to the world’s call rather than your call to
commitment; we quarrel with one another, letting differences divide
us. We forget that we are called to be your light in the world. Forgive
us we pray. Draw us back into community with each other, and feed
us with your grace, that we may grow in faithfulness and work

together in peace. Amen.
Assurance of God’s Grace Dr. Bayer

*Response of Praise Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

We Hear and Respond to the Word



Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman

1.

Listen to a readaloud of Bedtime is Canceled and consider these
words from Sara Ann Berger. Jesus is teaching on the mountain,
surrounded by his disciples who might have thought now that he,
the Messiah, has come, that they are freed from God’s law — no
requirements anymore, free to do whatever they like. But Jesus
shows them what God’s law really looks like. In Bedtime is

Canceled, Maggie and her brother, thinking how wonderful it would
be without a bedtime, start a rumor that travels throughout the city,
and everyone ignores bedtime and stays up all night. But they
discover that not having a bedtime isn’t all it’s cracked up to be—
everyone is exhausted and confused, a mess! The next night they
all agree that bedtime is not canceled and see how valuable it is to
have the bedtime rule so they can live well! It's the same for us.
Jesus doesn’t remove all responsibility for keeping God’s law.
Instead he shows us the goodness of it, the fulfillment of it, and how
to live it well.
Play with salt and light at home! Maybe you will try a light bending
experiment or a salt painting experiment. Maybe you'll just taste
salt! What was salt used for during the time of Jesus? Maybe you
will turn the lights off and use a flashlight to think about light and
what it would mean to be light in the world.
Sing along with this video of “This Little Light of Mine.”
Journal, considering the following:
a. | wonder what this passage is saying to us...
b. What does it mean to act justly? What is the result of acting
justly? Give examples.
c. Areyou ever afraid of the dark? Why?
When there is darkness in the world, what does that look like?
How do you know that you are a light in the world? What does
it mean to be a light in the world?

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.

The children will return to join their families following the sermon.

Anthem Sometimes a Light Surprises arr. Craig Courtney

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano

Sometimes a light surprises the Christian while she sings;
It is the Lord who rises with healing in His wings;
When comforts are declining, He grants the soul again
A season of clear shining, to cheer it after rain.


Bedtime%20is%20Canceled
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hO2EHpUWcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hO2EHpUWcg
https://www.adabofgluewilldo.com/salt-painting-science-experiment/
This%20Little%20Light%20of%20Mine

In holy contemplation we sweetly then pursue
The theme of God’s salvation, and find it ever new;
Set free from present sorrow, we cheerfully can say,
Let the unknown tomorrow bring with it what it may.

It can bring with it nothing but He will bear us through;

Who gives the lilies clothing, will clothe His people too:

Beneath the spreading heavens no creature but is fed;
And He, who feeds the ravens will give His children bread.

Though vine nor fig tree neither their wanted fruit should bear;
Though all the fields should wither, nor flocks nor herds be there;
Yet God the same abiding, his praise shall tune my voice,

For, while in Him confiding, | cannot but rejoice.

Prayer for lllumination Dr. Matthew S. Brown

Reading from the Old Testament Psalm 112:1, 4-10
Praise the Lord! Happy are those who fear the Lord, who greatly delight
in his commandments.

They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious,
merciful, and righteous. It is well with those who deal generously and
lend, who conduct their affairs with justice. For the righteous will never
be moved; they will be remembered forever. They are not afraid of evil
tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. Their hearts are steady,
they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their
righteousness endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor. The
wicked see it and are angry; they gnash their teeth and melt away; the
desire of the wicked comes to nothing.

Reading from the Gospels Matthew 5:13-16
"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown
out and trampled under foot. You are the light of the world. A city built
on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
One: This is the word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

Sermon Useful Dr. Brown
*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Nicene Creed
Dr. Bayer

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from



God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Offertory Give Me Oil in My Lamp arr. Mark Arnold
Chancel Ringers

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry
of SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table Dr. Brown

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer
One: The Lord be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Many: Itis right to give our thanks and praise. ..

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thineis
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

The Bread and the Cup


http://www.smpchome.org/give

You are invited to come to the tables (see diagram), take the elements,
and return to your seats. If you are not able to come forward, you will
be served at your seat.

Communion of the People

The Prayer after Communion Dr. Brown

We Go Out to Serve

*Hymn Jesus, Light of Joy No. 673
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*Charge and Benediction Dr. Brown

*Congregational Response
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, | see glory on each face.



Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
Postlude The Lord Is My Light Mary McDonald

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

Worship Service Notes

Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Chancel Choir
Chancel Ringers
Ann Carney, piano
A/V Team: Logan Graham, Nicholas White
Deacon/Elder of the Day: Kathy Graham
Ushers: Mitchell Davis, Frank Graham, Charlie Metzler, Craig Parrish,
Brett Thompson, Linda Thompson, David Wooley

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and
we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of
Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a
weekly devotion and information about upcoming worship services and
church activities. Also, find us on Facebook:
@southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram: @southmeckpres.

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our
Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, February 26
at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of
Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

Congregational Notes (as of February 2, 2023)

Remember in Prayer
e All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
e Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:
prayer@SMPChome.org.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

8601 Bryant Farms Road, Charlotte, NC 28277, 704-544-0404
PO Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 28271
smpchome.org
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WELCOME!

After worship, we hope you'll join us for coffee, lemonade and cookies (served
inside at Coffee Grounds). Come meet friends old and new!

Registry pads are located on your pew. Please sign and pass to your neighbor

and perhaps

speak to someone you haven't met! If you would like more

information about SMPC or have prayer concerns, please complete a Welcome
Card located in the pew rack.

today
FEB 9
9:00p.m.-
6:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK'S CLASSES & EVENTS

BAM! (Bible and Music)

Ages kindergarten through 5th Grade, Narthex

Children sing, creatively engage with Bible stories, and explore
various instruments in peer age groups. Pizza will be served.
Please make sure your child has a participation form on file
AND you register on Realm each Sunday. Contact: Rebecca
Guzman, rebeccaesmpchome.org.

today

FEB 9

2:00 p.m. -
6:15 p.m.

BYG (Big Youth Group)

Middle and High Schoolers, Mecklenburg Hall

BYG provides an opportunity for youth to grow in faith and love
through bible study, small group time, good food, fun games,
and amazing company. The Theme is Love God, Love Neighbor.
Pizza will be served! Contact: Lindsey Odom,
lindseyesmpchome.org.

monday

FEB. 6

10:00a.m. -
11:00a.m.

Adult Bible Study

McQueen Room or Zoom

This four-week study is based on Teaching The Way of Jesus:
Educating Christians for Faithful Living by Jack Seymour. All are
welcome. Contact: Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

tuesday

FEB. 7

10:00 a.m.

Handiworkers Group

Palmer Building 104

All knitters, needlepointers, quilters, cross-stitchers and crocheters
(beginners, experts, and anything in between) are invited. Contact:
Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org.

wednesday

FEB. 8

3:30a.m. &
6:30 p.m.

Conversations with Dr. Matt Brown

Zoom

Join us as we discuss the scripture for the coming week's sermon.
We welcome new participants. Contact for the Zoom ID#: Dr.
Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org.

thursday

FEB. 9

7:30 p.m.

Making Space Mom's Group
Chapel 206

Moms of all ages are invited to join us for study, service and
fellowship. Contact: Allison Reeves, allison.tarwater@gmail.com.

sunday

FEB. 12

8:45a.m.-
9:45a.m.

JOY Class

Room 301 or Zoom

This group is studying The God of the How and When by Kathie Lee
Gifford and Rabbi Jason Sobel. Come to one session or all. All are
welcome. Contact: Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org.



sunday Sunday Morning Study
I:EB 12 McQueen Room or Zoom

This group will meet weekly until April 2 to study Invitation to the
9:00a.m.- New Testament. Come to one session or all. Everyone is welcome.
lﬂuu am Contact: Melissa White, melissawhite1018@yahoo.com.

sunday Youth Sunday & Souper Bowl of Caring
During 10:10 a.m. Worship

FE B. 1 2 There's still time to sign up to participate in Youth

Iﬂlﬂ am. Sunday. Mandatory rehearsals are on February 11.

We will be collecting food for Loaves & Fishes. Sign up for Youth
Contact: Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org. Sunday
LOOKING AHEAD

Lunch Bunch Valentine's Day Gathering

Tuesday, February 14, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Sanctuary and Narthex

Zach Bowyer and Rebecca Guzman will lead us in “Love Abounds,” a celebration of
hymns, scripture, poetry and art. Stay for lunch catered by Phil's Deli! Cost is $7 per
person. Register on Realm by February 12. Contact: Ruth Ann Engle,
raengle22@gmail.com.

A Caregiver's Journey

Tuesday, February 14, 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m., McQueen Room

Finding meaning and purpose as you care for a loved one with Alzheimer's or
dementia. Facilitated by Kathy Garner (SMPC Faith Ambassador through the
Alzheimer's Association). Contact: Dr. Whitney Bayer, whitney@smpchome.org

International Dining Group

Thursday, February 16, 6:00 p.m., llios Noche, 11508 Providence Road

Join us as we enjoy Greek cuisine! All are welcome! RSVP by February 13 to Alice
Tyler, rrt1317@aol.com.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Tuesday, February 21, 5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m., Mecklenburg Hall

Join for a pancake feast! Food donations will be collected to support our Loaves &
Fishes pantry ministry: syrup, pancake mix, and grits. Cost: $5/person; $20/max
family. Register in Realm. Contact: Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org.

Room in the Inn
February 22, March 12 and March 22, Sardis Presbyterian Church @F“'??’

Volunteers will help with dinner, overnight stays or breakfast and 1,, i E{E:
cleanup. Scan QR code to sign up. Contact: Amy Matthews, o £
amymatthews1117@gmail.com. “*?J"
. Sign up for Room
Join the 'All Church Reads’ ithe on

THE COLORFUL IMAGE OF GOD
A WHITE CHRISTIAN'S GUIDE TO DOING BETTER
By SMPC Member Katherine Martin

Discussion Groups

Groups meet for an hour. Sign up on Realm under "Groups” or email Rebecca Guzman,
rebecca@smpchome.org. Books are available after Sunday worship in the narthex or
in the church office for $15.

Every Sunday Sundays Mondays
beginning 2/26: 1:15 a.m., McQueen Room 10:00 a.m., McQueen Room
8:45 a.m. 2/286 - Part I: Know Better 12:00 p.m., Zoom
(Joy class) 3/12 - Part 2: Do Better 6:00 p.m., McQueen Room
7 sessions 3/26 - Part 3: Repeat 2/27 - Part |: Know Better
3/13 - Part 2: Do Better
3/27 - Part 3: Repeat

"An Evening with Katherine Martin”
Sunday, April 23, 5:00 p.m., Meck Hall
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