
 
 

A Service of Worship 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

April 2, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude The Palms Jean-Baptiste Faure 

 Kyle Gavagan, trumpet 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Moment for Mission  Clayton Rascoe 

 Executive Director, Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center 

Introit  There's a Wideness in God's Mercy  

  Frederick William Faber 

*Call to Worship  Dr. Bayer 

One: Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Many: Hosanna! Rejoice for the Lord is in our midst. 

One: He comes with joy and hope. 

Many: He comes to set us free from fear. 

All: Hosanna! Hosanna! Glory to God in the Highest Heaven! 

*Hymn  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna No. 197 



 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Bayer 

Holy God, sure of your faithfulness even in your dying, comforted by 

your compassion toward your people in every age, we beg your mercy 

for our imperfect gratitude. We have looked to you for paltry favors 

when you have given everything. We have withheld from your people, 

our neighbors, the care and tending they deserve. Forgive our failings. 

Heal what we have broken, nurture what we have neglected, and lead 

us to your vision, so that we may know the peace of wholeness in you; 

in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Affirmation of Mercy  No. 447 



We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment   Rebecca Guzman 

1. It’s Palm Sunday! In recent years, many churches have begun to call 
today Palm/Passion Sunday. Palm/Passion Sunday begins Holy 

Week, a time in the church year when we remember how Christ 

gave his life in love for the world. As this service opens, the crowd 

waves palm branches, wanting to crown Jesus as king. But as the 

story of the passion unfolds, their shouts of praise turn to demands 

for his crucifixion; he receives a crown of thorns as he is handed over 

to be arrested and killed. As you came in, you received a palm 

branch. Don’t be afraid to wave it! 

2. If you are worshiping from home, you might enjoy this Palm 

Coloring Page. Cut it out and join with us in waving our palms! You 

could also make a simple palm branch from green construction 

paper or draw and cut out your own palm branch. All this week, 

consider reading passages from the Gospel of Matthew. 

3. Check out this Palm Sunday video. What do you notice in the video? 

After you watch the video, act out the story of Palm Sunday.  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What does it mean to you that Jesus is the Good Shepherd? 

b. How do you feel when you think about Jesus laying down his life 

for you? 

c. How can you help the world experience the unity or “oneness” 
that Jesus talks about in John? 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; God’s love is strong and it 
never ends. God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends. 
Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children: God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Anthem All Glory, Laud, and Honor arr. Cynthia Dobrinski 

Youth Ringers 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Matthew S. Brown  

Reading from the Old Testament   Isaiah 53:4-6 

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we 

accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was 

https://attachments.convertkitcdnm.com/35894/72a861fb-40cc-48d3-aa69-44049b02227f/PalmFrondColoring.pdf?ck_subscriber_id=136894577
https://attachments.convertkitcdnm.com/35894/72a861fb-40cc-48d3-aa69-44049b02227f/PalmFrondColoring.pdf?ck_subscriber_id=136894577
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFelFO9Ais/MaoJR-eoxeopcZr9mtTKpw/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-39h0xYqdE


wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him 

was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are 

healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our 

own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Reading from the Gospels   John 10:11-16 

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and 

the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away 

because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows 

me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have 

other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon The Noble Shepherd Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)                            Nicene Creed 

   Dr. Bayer 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen.  

Offertory And Can It Be? Dan Forrest 

 Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

And can it be that I should gain, an interest in the Savior’s blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain— 

For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be, that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 



He left His Father’s throne above, so free, so infinite His grace— 

Emptied Himself of all but love, and bled for Adam’s helpless race: 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, for O my God, it found out me! 

No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 

Alive in Him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine, 

Bold I approach th’eternal throne,  
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry 

of SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Brown 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s PrayerDr. Bayer 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise . . . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come to the servers (see diagram), take the elements, 

and return to your seats. If you are not able to come forward, you will 

be served at your seat.  

Communion of the People 

The Prayer after Communion   Dr. Brown 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn What Wondrous Love Is This No. 215 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response  

 There's a Wideness in God's Mercy No. 435 

(stanza 2) 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. 

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God's Word, 

and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord.   

Postlude Passion Chorale harm. J. S. Bach 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 



Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Youth Ringers  

 Kyle Gavagan, trumpet  

 Blythe Kinsey, piano 

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox  

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Adrienne Jaquith, Amy Zagora 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Charlie Metzler, Donna Podgorny, Carol 

Watkins, Bob Williamson, David Wooley 

Welcome Team: Jason, Tonya, Addison, and Cameron Fraser 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a 

weekly devotion and information about upcoming worship services and 

church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, April 23 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of March 29, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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