
 
 

A Service of Worship 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 30, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude The Lord Is My Shepherd Raymond Haan 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Moment for Mission  Bob Williamson 

Introit Vruechten arr. James Clemens 

 Ann Carney, recorder 

Call to Worship  Collin Cushman 

One: Jesus, you are our Good Shepherd. 

Many: We are the sheep of your pasture.  

One: The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

Many: It is by Christ’s wounds that we are healed and called to follow.  

One: Even though the road ahead is uncertain, our Good Shepherd 

promises to lead us and guide us. 

Many: Good Shepherd, help us see the way we should go and the way 

we should live. Help us hear your voice calling our name.  

ALL: Enliven this time of worship, that we may experience new life as 

we join with others, praising your name and sharing your love 

for all people. Amen! 

 



Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory                       No. 307

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Bayer 

Savior God, you beckon us, but we do not heed your call. You gather 

us, but we wander away losing ourselves in false and superficial 

comforts. You speak truth, but we fail to hear and respond. Holy One, 

do not give up on us. Redeem us. Restore us. Resurrect us for life in 

Christ. Amen. 

 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today could perhaps be called “Good Shepherd Sunday,” even 
though that isn’t a real name. Both of our scripture passages talk 



about God as a shepherd. Do some research to find out what a 
shepherd really does, both now and in Bible times.  

2. Look at this piece of art, which is widely regarded as the very first 
picture of Jesus we have. It was painted in the ceiling of the 
catacombs where the first Christians hid to worship God because 
they were in danger because of their faith. Why do you think the 
artist chose to paint Jesus as a strong shepherd? When are some 
times you might need a strong shepherd? Draw your own picture 
of Jesus as a shepherd. 

3. In the passage from 1 Peter, we are reminded that Jesus chose 
restoration over revenge, and that we are invited to make this 
same choice. He chose to fix a relationship instead of getting even. 
In the book Boundless Grace, Grace also chooses forgiveness. 
Listen to a readaloud of the story and consider what it means to 
choose restoration. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 
a. What does it mean to think of Jesus as both a shepherd and a 

lamb? 

       b.  How can we choose restoration over revenge? 

c. When do you need God to be a strong shepherd for you? 

 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Luke William Schelhammer 

 Son of Laura and Karl Schelhammer, brother of Helen and Lyla 

 Representing the Session: Collin Cushman 

 Representing the children: Owen Bickett 

Baptismal Response  

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign, 

with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came. 

Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Anthem We Shall Walk Through the Valley 

 Chancel Choir arr. Undine Smith Moore 

We shall walk through the valley in peace. 

We shall walk through the valley in peace. 

If Jesus Himself shall be our Leader, 

We shall walk through the valley in peace. 

There will be no trials there. 

There will be no trials there. 

If Jesus Himself shall be our Leader, 

We shall walk through the valley in peace. 

 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54382
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mw7Vcpuax2M


Reading from the Old Testament:                                                     Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in 

green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;  he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths for his name's sake. Even though I walk 

through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod 

and your staff— they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in 

the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 

overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

  

Reading from the New Testament:                                        1 Peter 2:18-25 

Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not 

only those who are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh. For 

it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while 

suffering unjustly.  If you endure when you are beaten for doing 

wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and 

suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, 

because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that 

you should follow in his steps. "He committed no sin, and no deceit 

was found in his mouth." When he was abused, he did not return 

abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted 

himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his 

body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  For you were 

going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd 

and guardian of your souls. 

 

One:        This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Dark Valleys, Healing Trust Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Confession of 1967: 9.24-26 

  Dr. Bayer 

The new life finds its direction in the life of Jesus, his deeds and words, 

his struggles against temptation, his compassion, his anger, and his 

willingness to suffer death. The teaching of apostles and prophets 

guides men and women in living this life, and the Christian community 

nurtures and equips them for their ministries. The members of the 

church are emissaries of peace and seek the good of all in cooperation 

with powers and authorities in politics, culture, and economics. But 

they have to fight against pretensions and injustices when these same 

powers endanger human welfare. Their strength is in their confidence 

that God’s purpose rather than human schemes will finally prevail. 

Life in Christ is life eternal. The resurrection of Jesus is the sign that 



God will consummate the work of creation and reconciliation beyond 

death and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ.  

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Lord of the Dance arr. Joel Raney 

Blythe Kinsey, piano; Zach Bowyer, organ 

 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Owen Bickett 

Good Shepherd, you have opened the door to new life for us through 

your dedication and your sacrifice. May our offerings give voice to your 

work for justice and peace within our world today. May we grow more 

mindful of you through our giving and our ways of living. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd No. 274 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Congregational Response       

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty 

power and his grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory 
on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen. 

Postlude God of Grace Paul Manz 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Owen Bickett, Collin Cushman, liturgists 

    Chancel Choir 

 Ann Carney, recorder  



 Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Acolyte: Ryan Wooley 

A/V Team: Nicholas White, Logan Graham  

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Kari Wooley 

Ushers: Mary Elledge, Curtis Guy, Judy Jones, Jon Myers, Linda Nagle 

Hanson, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Evan Williams, Karen Williams 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a 

weekly devotion and information about upcoming worship services and 

church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, May 28 at 11:30 a.m. 

To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of April 26, 2023) 

A Congregational Meeting will be held after the 10:10 a.m. worship 

service on May 7 for steps required in pursuit of Lindsey Odom’s 
ordination. 

Remember in Prayer 

• Karen and Gordon Malmut and family as Karen’s father, David 
Shearon, entered the Church triumphant on April 22. 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org


• Nancy and Charlie Metzler and family as Nancy’s mother, Ann Long, 
is receiving hospice care. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


 



 


	Remember in Prayer

