
 
 

A Service of Worship 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 7, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Variations on Aurelia: IV. Pastorale Janet Linker 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Introit  Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life  

  Ralph Vaughan Williams 

*Call to Worship   Dr. Bayer 

One: Gather us, O God. 

Many: There is room for us all. 

One: Dwell with us, O God. 

Many: Show us the way. 

One: Guide us, O God. 

All: We give thanks and praise for Christ as our way, truth, and 

life. 

*Hymn  Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud No. 11 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Bayer 

You send us, God of the Great Commission, but we hedge and hesitate. 

Forgive our fear and our excuses. We are witnesses of your grace and 

glory but allow others to silence our praise. We imprison ourselves 

with doubt and shame and fail to shine your light for all to see. Forgive 

our fears. Free our testimony. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 



We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Connor Glenn Sheeler 

Camdyn Taylor Sheeler 

Children of Cyndi and Cory Sheeler 

 Representing the Session: Leanne Royster 

Church Family Moment   Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today is a communion day! It’s a good idea to talk about 
communion each time we receive it. This readaloud of At God’s 
Table by Maria Eugenia Cornou, Carrie Steenwyk, and John D. 

Witvliet, illustrated by Joel Schoon-Tanis, gives us some good ideas 

about what communion is and some great conversation starters.  

2. In the gospel passage from John, Jesus tells the disciples that if they 

have seen him, they have also seen God. This helps us know that by 

learning the stories of Jesus, we can also learn about God. One of 

my very favorite songs is “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus.” Check out 

this video that also includes lyrics and some scenes of Jesus’s life. 
What do they teach us about who God is? 

3. What is something that seemed really hard, but you can now do? 

Maybe it is riding a bike on two wheels, or memorizing your 

multiplication tables. Maybe it was passing the swim test or learning 

how to read. Draw a picture of yourself as you were learning, and 

then draw a picture of Jesus right beside you. Another lesson from 

the scripture passage is that Jesus is right there with us when we are 

doing hard things. Hang your picture up as a reminder the next time 

you have to do a hard thing. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. Why do you think Jesus had to tell the disciples not to be afraid? 

b. What are some of the things the disciples did after Jesus went 

to heaven? 

c. What about times we pray for something that seems very good, 

like for someone we love to get well, and it does not happen? 

Does that mean that we were not praying in the right way? 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gE_d2hExPEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf5uc0aA8Yg


Anthem Be Not Afraid Lee Dengler 

 Chancel Choir; Julia Chandler, violin; Diane Carrouth, piano 

Let not your hearts be troubled. 

Believe in God; believe in Me. 

Be not afraid. I have prepared a place for you. 

Be not afraid, for where I go you will be 

in my home for eternity. 

Be not afraid. 

Be not afraid. I will be with you and give you peace. 

Be not afraid. Take courage now. Trust in me, 

till that day when My face you’ll see. 
Be not afraid. 

I will bring hope to make hearts rejoice again. 

Though, in this world, there are times of grief and pain; 

be not afraid. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Matthew S. Brown  

Reading from the Old Testament Psalm 31:1-5 

In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame; in 

your righteousness deliver me. Incline your ear to me; rescue me 

speedily. Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me. You 

are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name's sake lead me and 

guide me, take me out of the net that is hidden for me, for you are my 

refuge. Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O 

Lord, faithful God. 

Reading from the Gospels   John 14:1-11 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In 

my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 

that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 

place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I 

am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him." Philip said to him, "Lord, 

show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." Jesus said to him, "Have I 

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 

has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? 

Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 

dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 

themselves. 



One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon “How can we know the way?” Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

   Dr. Bayer 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offertory As the Deer arr. Joel Raney 

 Laura Schelhammer, flute 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry 

of SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Brown 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s PrayerDr. Bayer 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise . . . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution 

The Bread and the Cup  

Communion of the People 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


The Prayer after Communion  Dr. Brown 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn The Church's One Foundation No. 321 

 

Congregational Meeting 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response  

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty 

power and his grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory 
on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen.   



Postlude Variations on Aurelia Janet Linker 

 I. Introduction and Hymn, V. Finale 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Diane Carrouth, piano 

 Julia Chandler, violin  

 Laura Schelhammer, flute  

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case  

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Amy Zagora 

Ushers: Judy Jones, Donna Podgorny, Brett Thompson, Linda Thompson, 

Carol Watkins, Bob Williamson 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a 

weekly devotion and information about upcoming worship services and 

church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, May 28 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of May 3, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Nancy and Charlie Metzler and family as Nancy’s mother, Ann Long, 
is receiving hospice care. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
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	Remember in Prayer

