
 

A Service of Worship 

Trinity Sunday 

June 4, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Come, Christians Join to Sing F. Thomas Simpson 

 Youth Ringers 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Introit  Lift Up Your Voice Brian C. Strain 

 Children's Choirs; Laura Schelhammer, flute;  Ann Carney, piano 

*Call to Worship  Dr. Bayer 

One: God is our refuge and our strength, our present help in 

tribulation. 

Many: Even when the mountains fall and tumble into the sea,  

One: even when the earth shakes, we have to sing! 

All: We all have to sing! Praise be to God! 

*Hymn  Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! No. 1 



 

 

 

 



Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Bayer 

Holy One, help us to be still and know that you are God.  Too often we 

move at such a hectic pace that we neglect our relationship with you.  

Our lives become full of distractions that are nothing but shifting sand.  

Restore and strengthen us, O God, to rebuild our lives on the 

foundation of your Word, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment   Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today’s scripture is often called “The Great Commission.” A 
commission is like a job that is given to you. So, Jesus is giving the 

disciples a job to do. He tells them to go and make disciples all over 

the world. Today, we are the disciples, so this is a job that Jesus has 

given to us, too! We make disciples by telling others about the love 

that Jesus has for them, and even more so by showing them that 

love. How can you share the stories and show the love of Jesus this 

week? 

2. Play follow the leader or Simon Says. Think about what it means to 

follow Jesus.  

3. Today in worship, we are celebrating God’s gift of music. Music is 
part of so many of our favorite Bible stories. Miriam danced after 

the Israelites escaped Egypt. God told Job that at creation, the 

morning stars sang. The angels sang when Jesus was born. The book 

of Psalms contains a multitude of songs. Wherever you are today, 

celebrate God’s gift of music! Share your favorite hymns with 
someone else.  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. The text says, “When they saw him, they worshiped him; but 
some doubted.” I wonder what we would do if we were in the 
disciples’ shoes – worship him, doubt, or a little of both? 

b. Jesus gives them and us authority over heaven and earth to 

spread the Good News. I wonder what that means? 

c. In what ways has music shaped your faith? 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 



Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Anthem For the Music of Creation Larry Harris 

 Chancel Choir; Kyle Gavagan, trumpet 

For the music of creation, for the song your Spirit sings, 

for your sound's divine expression, burst of joy in living things: 

God, our God, the world's composer, hear us, echoes of your voice. 

Music is your art, your glory, let the human heart rejoice! 

Psalms and symphonies exalt you, drum and trumpet, string and reed, 

simple melodies acclaim you, tunes that rise from deepest need, 

hymns of longing and belonging, carols from a cheerful throat, 

lilt of lullaby and love song catching heaven in a note. 

All the voices of the ages in transcendent chorus meet, 

worship lifting up the senses, hands that praise, and dancing feet; 

over discord and division music speaks your joy and peace, 

harmony of earth and heaven, song of God that cannot cease! 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Matthew S. Brown  

Reading from the Old Testament  Psalm 22:23-31 

You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify 

him; stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! For he did not 

despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face 

from me, but heard when I cried to him. From you comes my praise in 

the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the 

Lord. May your hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth shall 

remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall 

worship before him. For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules 

over the nations. To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow 

down; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live 

for him. Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about 

the Lord, and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying 

that he has done it. 

Reading from the Gospels  Matthew 28:16-20   

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 

doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age." 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 



All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon “teaching them” Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

   Dr. Bayer 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offertory Sing Out Your Joy Victor Johnson 

 Youth Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Cantate Domino! 

Sing out your joy, sing a joyful, jubilant song! 

Clap your hands, ye people; shout with a voice of praise! Alleluia! 

O make a joyful noise all the earth, and let your gladness be known. 

With grateful praise let your songs of triumph raise; 

Sing to the heavens, alleluia! 

Let the rivers clap their hands; let the mountains shout for joy! 

Sing, sun and moon, and stars of light.  

Sing, all creation, both day and night! 

Let the earth be filled with joyful melodies; 

Awake my soul, awake, my soul, and sing! 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry 

of SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Brown 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s PrayerDr. Bayer 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise . . . 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come forward (see diagram), take the elements, and return 

to your seats. If you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your 

seat.  

Communion of the People 

The Prayer after Communion   Dr. Brown 

We Go Out to Serve 

Recognition of our Graduating High School Seniors 

One: Families of these seniors, at baptism, the Church promised to help 

you guide and nurture your children by word and deed, with love 

and prayer, encouraging them to know and follow Christ and to 

be faithful disciples as they grow in ministry. We upheld that 

promise when, at Confirmation, we watched your sons and 

daughters move beyond the faith you gave them to claim their 

own faith journey.  

One: Seniors, you have grown up here on the stories of God. We have 

told them to you, sung them to you, acted them out—hoping to 

teach them to you. With gratitude, we have listened to you tell 

them to us, sing them, act them out—teaching us in return. 

All: We have prayed for you more than you know, both in frequency 

and in urgency. Amidst our prayers, we give thanks for you. And 

today we celebrate your achievement, with pride in what you’ve 
done, and in what we see you becoming. 

One: We pray that the stories of God’s truth and grace, of God’s love, 

and of the redeeming of all creation will continue to sustain you, 

encourage you, challenge you, and transform you, wherever you 

go, whatever you do. These are the stories we pray you will 

continue to hear, continue to live toward, continue to live into. 

All: Each one of you is a special part of this congregation. We are 

proud of you, and we love you. We promise to support you with 

our love, our counsel and prayers, and to continue to walk with 

you on your journey of faith. Trust in the Lord with all your heart; 

do not depend on your own understanding. Seek God’s will in all 
you do, and God will direct your paths. 

Blessing of the Graduates (unison)  Dr. Bayer 



May God’s blessing rest on each one of you. May God’s light shine on 
you and make your path clear. May hope carry you through the 

challenging times, and gratitude be your response when life is good. 

May God continue to bless you and challenge you. May you always be 

surrounded by people who love and support you. May you ever grow 

more fully into the person God wants you to be, and may you discover 

the incomparable joy of living lives that bring honor and glory to 

God. Carry this blessing with you, as a sign of the unwavering care and 

support of this congregation and the steadfast love of Christ. Amen. 

*Hymn When in Our Music God Is Glorified No. 641 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Choral Response The Lord Bless You and Keep You Peter Lutkin 

  Chancel Choir 

Postlude Engelberg arr. Craig Phillips 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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Main floor: Ushers will direct by row; please follow the arrows. 

Balcony: Ushers will direct worshippers to a communion station. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministries 

 Chancel Choir; Children’s Choirs; Youth Choir; Youth Ringers  

 Ann Carney, piano; Blythe Kinsey, piano; Laura Schelhammer, flute 

 Kyle Gavagan, trumpet  

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case  

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Amy Zagora 



Ushers: Judy Jones, Donna Podgorny, Brett Thompson, Linda Thompson, 

Carol Watkins, Bob Williamson 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. Also, find us on 

Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram: 

@southmeckpres.  

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to 

know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant - three year old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story interactively 

and engage with their peers. 

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Congregational Notes (as of May 31, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Anne and Wayne Harrison and family, as Anne’s son, Jeffrey 

Spencer, entered the Church triumphant on May 26. 

• Christy and Rusty Jones and family, as Rusty’s father, Fred Jones, 

entered the Church triumphant on May 28. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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