
 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 

June 11, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Prelude in F (BWV 556a)    J. S. Bach    

Alec White, organ 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Introit Pleading Savior American Melody 

Call to Worship   Emma Jenkins 

One: What joy we feel when we are called together to celebrate God’s 
love. 

Many: God’s love flows through our lives! 
One: This is what it means to be the Body of Christ! 

Many: This is what it means to be faithful witnesses to God’s love.  
One: Let us rejoice on this day! 

Many: Lord, we thank you for the blessings you pour on us.  

All: Let us go forth from this place to share God’s transforming love. 
Amen. 

Hymn God, You Spin the Whirling Planets No. 23 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Lindsey Odom 

Merciful God, we confess that we too sometimes lose patience with 

people who are in need. Like the disciples, we find ourselves wishing 

that they would just go away and leave us in peace. In Your mercy, 

forgive us Lord. Remind us again of the deep love you showed toward 

us when we were still in need— a love so deep that you sacrificed 

yourself on the cross on our behalf.  Show us how to truly love and  

serve  others  as  You  have  loved  us.  We  ask  for  your  grace  and 

forgiveness from our sins, turning us around and placing us on the path 

of compassion and peace. We ask that you hear our prayers, O God, and 

make our hearts new. Amen. 

 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Lindsey Odom 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Lindsey Odom 

1. Visualize the encounter between the Canaanite woman and Jesus. 

This woman was brave for standing up to Jesus as she begged him to 

heal her daughter. Imagine yourself encountering Jesus. What words 

would you use if you were talking with Jesus? What would it look like? 

Write words or draw pictures that tell what your heart would say to 

Jesus. In your letter or drawing, write or show the love and kindness 

in your heart for Jesus and how you would express that.  

2. In the scripture passage, the woman stands up for her daughter, and 

eventually, Jesus listens. We are also called to stand up for others. 

Listen to a readaloud of the Mo Willem’s book, A Big Guy Took My 

Ball. How did Gerald stand up to the big guy? How can you stand up 

for someone this week? 

3. Journal considering the following questions:  

a. Why did Jesus eventually heal the woman’s daughter?   
b. What does her courage in standing up to Jesus and requesting he 

heal her daughter, even after Jesus ignores her, teach us about 

our faith? 

c. Like the woman’s daughter, who do you know and love that might 
need healing? It can be an individual person or a group of people. 

Take this moment and pray for that person. 

d. What are some ways we can be as bold and confident in our faith, 

like the woman in this story was? 

e. Think about a moment in your life currently where you have an 

opportunity to face something with courage. 

Children’s Liturgy  Lindsey Odom 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.  

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

Reading from the Old Testament  Psalm 33: 1-12 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.  Praise befits the upright. Praise 

the Lord with the lyre; make melody to him with the harp of ten strings. 

Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 

For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Le6Kf9Crnpk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Le6Kf9Crnpk


faithfulness.  He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the 

steadfast love of the Lord.  By the word of the Lord the heavens were 

made, and all their host by the breath of his mouth.  He gathered the 

waters of the sea as in a bottle; he put the deeps in storehouses.  Let all 

the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe 

of him.  For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood 

firm.  The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he 

frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands 

forever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations.  Happy is the nation 

whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. 

 

Reading from the Gospels  Matthew 15: 21-28 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 

Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 

shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 

tormented by a demon." But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us." He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel."  But she came and knelt before him, saying, 

"Lord, help me."  He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's 

food and throw it to the dogs."  She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 

eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." Then Jesus 

answered her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 

you wish." And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Love without Boundary Dr. Bayer 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  from A Brief Statement of Faith

  Dr. Bayer 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the 

reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the 

captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing 

the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, 

forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, 

suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the 

world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, 

breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 

eternal.  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Canzona Felix Mendelssohn 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online atwww.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  Madi Jenkins 

God of abundance and joy, we thank you for the many blessings you 

provide us. Receive these gifts and offerings in grateful praise for your 

abundant love for us. Use these gifts for the ministries of hope and 

justice within our world today. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn There's a Wideness in God's Mercy No. 435  

 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 
 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Bayer 

Congregational Response       

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty 

power and his grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory 
on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen. 

Postlude Festival Piece on “Nicaea”    Jerry Westenkuehler 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 



Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry 

 Emma Jenkins, Madi Jenkins, liturgists 

    Daniel Lee, Summer Organ Sidekick  

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case  

Deacon/Elder of the Day: David Kinsey 

Ushers: Don Ayers, Andrew Brown, Dick Engle, Jenny Gates, Charlie 

Metzler, Craig Parrish 

Welcome Team: Jack Hess, Kathy Rasimas 

The flowers in worship this morning are given to the glory of God and in 

honor of Kathy Graham’s birthday by Frank, Logan, Sarah, and Parker 
Graham. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, June 25 at 11:30 a.m. 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org


To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of June 8, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 



 


	Remember in Prayer

