
 

A Service of Worship 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 18, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Sing Praise to God  arr. Edward Broughton 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Lindsey Odom 

Introit  

Call to Worship   Elizabeth Glover 

One: We come today to worship God because God is near, and God 

listens to us.  

Many: Because of God’s nearness to us, we come to praise and honor 
God. 

One: We come today to praise God because the Holy God is a 

liberating God. 

Many: Because God is our liberating and saving God, we come to 

celebrate.  

One: We come today with confidence because no matter what we do, 

the Lord always hears our prayers and supplications.  

Many: How should we repay the Lord for all that we have been given? 

All: We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the 

Lord always! Amen! 

Hymn Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above No. 645 



 

 
 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Lindsey Odom 

One: Gracious God, when we remember the journey of our faith, the 

story that we live with you and one another, we recall all the 



ways we have missed the mark. We are afraid to take a truthful 

look at ourselves, yet you see us as we really are. 

Many: Open our eyes, O God.  

One: Even when we will not listen to you, you hear us when we call 

your name. 

Many: Open our ears, O God.  

One: We keep the light of your Word hidden to ourselves, though you 

command us to share it with others and live it out daily.   

Many: Open our mouths and our hearts, O God.  

One: In so many ways, big and small, our lives have failed to 

demonstrate the extent of your love that is revealed in and 

through Christ.  

ALL: Forgive us, O God, and help us to know and serve the One who 

calls us to see, hear, and act upon your Word in a 

compassionate and liberating manner. 

 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Lindsey Odom 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Listen to a readaloud of The Napping House. Everyone is welcome in 

the napping house! Abraham and Sarah welcomed their visitors. 

Think of a time when you have welcomed a visitor. 

2. In today’s story about Abraham and Sarah, she laughs when she hears 

that she is going to have a baby in her old age. Sit across from 

someone and take turns trying to make the other person laugh. Or 

look up funny jokes for all ages. Laughter is a gift from God, and it’s 
good for us! Make some time to laugh today. 

3. Try a word search, coloring page, or crossword about today’s story. 
4. Journal questions: 

a. What does it mean to really welcome someone? What kinds of 

things do you do? How about if they show up unannounced? 

b. What makes you laugh? What brings you joy? 

c. Think about this phrase: “Nothing is impossible for God.” What 
does that mean to you? Do you ever have trouble believing that 

God will keep promises? Why or why not? 

 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uhyQqXs-8E
https://sermons4kids.com/god-s-promises-no-laughing-matter-9
https://sermons4kids.com/god-s-promises-no-laughing-matter-8
https://sermons4kids.com/god-s-promises-no-laughing-matter-8


God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.  

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Reading from the New Testament  Romans 5:1-8 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access 

to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 

glory of God.   And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope,  and hope does not disappoint 

us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  For while we were still weak, at 

the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  Indeed, rarely will anyone 

die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone 

might actually dare to die.  But God proves his love for us in that while 

we still were sinners Christ died for us. 

 

Reading from the Old Testament  Psalm 116 

I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 

Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as 

I live.  The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid 

hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish.  Then I called on the name 

of the Lord: "O Lord, I pray, save my life!"  Gracious is the Lord, and 

righteous; our God is merciful.  The Lord protects the simple; when I 

was brought low, he saved me.  Return, O my soul, to your rest, for the 

Lord has dealt bountifully with you.  For you have delivered my soul 

from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.  I walk before 

the Lord in the land of the living.   I kept my faith, even when I said, "I 

am greatly afflicted";  I said in my consternation, "Everyone is a liar."  

What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me?   I will lift up the 

cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord,  I will pay my vows to 

the Lord in the presence of all his people.  Precious in the sight of the 

Lord is the death of his faithful ones.  O Lord, I am your servant; I am 

your servant, the child of your serving girl. You have loosed my bonds.  

I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the 

Lord.  I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people,  in 

the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise 

the Lord! 

 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Uber God Dr. Brown 



The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  from A Brief Statement of Faith 

  Lindsey Odom 

God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.  In everlasting 

love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless 

all families of the earth.  Hearing their cry, God delivered the children 

of Israel from the house of bondage.  Loving us still, God makes us 

heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake 

her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal 

home, God is faithful still. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Lindsey Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Oceans Joel Houston 

 Laura Hancock, alto 

 As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  Elizabeth Glover 

Loving God, you take good care of us in more ways than we know. Your 

personal love is reflected in the way you came to save us and through 

the gracious gifts you bless us with. We ask that you help us to show 

your love to one another and our neighbors through practical deeds of 

mercy and through our gifts and offerings. Help us to discover joy in 

giving our time and money. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, who 

came not to be served but to serve. Amen.  

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn  Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy No. 415 

 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Congregational Response       

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty 

power and his grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory 
on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen. 

Postlude Toccata Brevis   Daniel Gawthrop 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry 

 Elizabeth Glover, liturgist 



 Sumner Martin Summer Organ Sidekick 

Acolyte: Grayson Myers  

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case 

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Laura Hancock 

Ushers: Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Jon Myers, Linda Nagle Hanson, Gwen 

Volker, Jim Williams 

The flowers in worship this morning are given to the glory of God and in 

honor of Lillian’s Sweet 16th birthday and all the amazing fathers in our 

congregation by Brent and Sheila McAnally. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, June 25 at 11:30 a.m. 

To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of June 15, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org


• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 
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