
 

A Service of Worship 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 2, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Adoration Florence Price 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit  O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee Henry Smith 

Call to Worship  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

One:     Let all creation sing with gladness; 

Many:     Make a joyful noise to the Creator! 

One:    Come and abide with the One who formed us; 

Many:     Make a joyful noise to the Creator! 

One:     Give thanks, and praise, and bless God’s name; 
All:      Make a joyful noise to God! 

 

Hymn Let Us Build a House No. 301 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Bayer 

God of Providence, your faithfulness is from everlasting to everlasting, 

but we fail to trust. You hold all creation in the palm of your hand, but 

we take our lives into our own hands more often than we would like 

to admit. When we trust ourselves more than your grace, forgive us. 

When we get caught up in our own strivings, relieve us. When we 



think the world rests on our shoulders, remind us. Call us back to your 

way. Teach us to turn our lives over to your gracious care. Amen. 

 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Listen to the author read Have You Filled a Bucket Today? While using 
a simple metaphor of a bucket and a dipper, author Carol McCloud 
illustrates that when we choose to be kind, we not only fill the 
buckets of those around us, but also fill our OWN bucket! Conversely, 
when we choose to say or do mean things, we are dipping into 
buckets. All day long, we are either filling up or dipping into each 
other's buckets by what we say and what we do.  In what ways do 
you fill buckets? How is making someone feel welcome like filling a 
bucket? Check out https://bucketfillers101.com/ for more ideas. 

2. Hospitality is another word for welcoming people, especially into our 
homes. How can you make your home more welcoming? In 
Children’s Worship today, we will be creating welcome placemats 
that we can use when we have a special guest to make them feel 
welcome, but you could also make a welcome poster for your 
entryway! There are lots of ways to help people feel welcome.   

3. Consider signing up to join the welcome team! It is easy to be a part 
of the welcoming ministry at SMPC, and all ages are invited to do it. 
Since this is our church home, it is our responsibility to show 
hospitality to visitors, and this is one great way to do it! Click here for 
the Signup. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 
a. What does it mean to welcome someone? 

b. What does it feel like to be welcomed? 

c. What do you think Jesus meant when he said, “Whoever 
welcomes you, welcomes me”?  

d. How would we welcome Christ if we knew he was coming? 

 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEg38zCOMgk
https://bucketfillers101.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ea5a928a31-welcome1#/


Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Brown  

Reading from the Old Testament Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will 

proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.  I declare that your 

steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the 

heavens.  You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have 

sworn to my servant David: "I will establish your descendants forever, 

and build your throne for all generations.' " Happy are the people who 

know the festal shout, who walk, O Lord, in the light of your 

countenance; they exult in your name all day long and extol your 

righteousness.  For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our 

horn is exalted.  For our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy 

One of Israel. 

 

Reading from the Gospels  Matthew 10:40-42 

Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent me.  Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 

name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever 

welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 

receive the reward of the righteous;  and whoever gives even a cup of 

cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I 

tell you, none of these will lose their reward." 

 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Welcome Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Nicene Creed 

  Dr. Bayer 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 



sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

Offertory God of Little Things Benjamin Brody 

 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Bayer 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Brown 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise . . . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come forward (see diagram), take the elements, and return to 

your seats. If you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat.  

Communion of the People 

The Prayer after Communion  Dr. Bayer 

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love   No. 203 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Choral Response  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty 

power and his grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory 
on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen. 

Postlude Tuba Tune Carson Cooman 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Communion Diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main floor: Ushers will direct by row; please follow the arrows. 

Balcony: Ushers will direct worshippers to a communion station. 

Worship Service Notes 



Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

    Sarah Gentry, summer organ sidekick  

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case  

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Kim Overcash 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Jon Myers, Craig Parrish, Nancy Parrish, Gwen 

Volker, David Wooley 

Welcome Team: Jennifer and Kasia Hurlbert, Chad,  Allison and Zac 

Reeves 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, June 25 at 11:30 a.m. 

To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of June 29, 2023) 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org


Remember in Prayer 

• Jimmy and Kathy Galati as Jimmy’s mother, Eileen Galati, entered    

the Church triumphant on Saturday, June 24. 

•     Melissa White as she recovers from surgery. 

• Sara Tezzi, as she recovers from her 3rd surgery in less than 3 

months to address spinal fusion complications. Pray for strength 

and healing. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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