
 

A Service of Worship 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 16, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude For the Beauty of the Earth arr. Clay Christiansen 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Lindsey Odom 

Moment for Mission  Greg Hobby 

Introit Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth Jean Janzen 

*Call to Worship   Claire Overcash 

One: Welcome to the seed-scattering station! 

Many: We thought this was the church! What’s this “seed-scattering”? 

One: We are called to be the place where the loving, redeeming word 

of God is shared. 

Many: Oh! We need to hear about this love. 

One: Open your hearts and lives, dear friends, for God’s word for you. 
All: Lord, make us ready to receive your word and feel your healing 

presence. Amen. 

*Hymn Come, Ye Thankful People, Come No. 367 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Lindsey Odom 

O Lord, you have searched us and known us. You know when we 

cultivate kindness, and our lives bear fruit that blesses the world. You 

know, too, when we sow seeds of discord, and our actions produce 

more weeds than fruit. Forgive our selfish ways. Plant within us gifts of 

love and mercy, so that we might live faithfully in your kingdom, 

bearing fruit that enriches the lives of all Your children, and bringing 

honor and glory to Your name. Amen.  

Assurance of God’s Grace  Lindsey Odom 

*Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 



We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today’s parable is about different kinds of seeds and how they grow. 
Try this game where you can grow a plant! What does it take to grow 

a plant? What does a plant need? What does a person need to grow 

in faith? Why do you think Jesus described faith as a seed? 

2. Listen to a readaloud of The Tiny Seed  by Eric Carle. Follow the 

journey of seeds blowing in the wind. Many of the seeds and plants 

don’t survive the journey though the seasons, but the tiny seed grows 
big and begins the cycle of life again. As you listen, imagine yourself 

as one of the seeds sown by the sower. What would it be like to suffer 

poor growing conditions versus being sown in good soil, to grow big 

and beautiful like the tiny seed? 

3. Just like the farmer who planted seeds, we have many opportunities 

to learn new things every day. To grow and become wise, we should 

listen carefully and be curious about the world around us. To be 

curious about the world, go on a nature walk! Take a small basket or 

bag to collect interesting things you find, like leaves, flowers, or rocks. 

Pay attention to the colors, shapes, and textures of the objects you 

discover.  

4. Finally, journal, considering the following: 

a. What questions does this scripture passage bring up for you? 

b. Who do you think the sower might be? What kind of seeds do you 

think they are scattering? 

c. If the seeds are God’s word, I wonder what we can do to take care 
of them…  

d. I wonder what the path, rocky ground, thorny ground, and good 

soil might look like? 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Charlotte Leigh Metzler 

 Daughter of Jessica and Andrew Metzler, sister of Henry 

 granddaughter of Nancy and Charlie Metzler 

 Representing the Session: Nancy and Charlie Metzler 

 Representing the children: Claire Overcash 

Baptismal Response  

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign, 

with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came. 

Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Reading from the Old Testament  Isaiah 55:10-13 

https://japes.itch.io/grow


For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 

there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that 

goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 

accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent 

it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains 

and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field 

shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord 

for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

Reading from the Gospels   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such 

great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 

while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 

things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 

Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 

they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun 

rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 

away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!" 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 

away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for 

what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 

endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 

account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 

sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 

the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 

But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 

and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty." 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Shall We Understand? Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  from A Declaration of Faith

  Lindsey Odom 

Jesus announced the coming of God's kingdom and its hidden 

presence in the midst of the world's kingdoms. He taught his disciples 

to seek God's kingdom first. 



We believe Christ gives us and demands of us lives in pilgrimage 

toward God's kingdom. Like Christ we may enjoy on our journey all 

that sustains life and makes it pleasant and beautiful. No more than 

Christ are we spared the darkness, ambiguity, and threat of life in the 

world. 

We are in the world, but not of the world. Our confidence and hope 

for ourselves and other people do not rest in the powers and 

achievements of this world, but in the coming and hidden presence of 

God's kingdom.  

Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom: to serve 

as he has served us; to take up our cross, risking the consequences of 

faithful discipleship; to walk by faith, not by sight, to hope for what 

we have not seen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Lindsey Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated arr. Mark Hayes 

 Collin Sinclair, tenor 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Grayson Carpenter 

Abundant God, thank you for all the blessings you have poured into our 

lives. We ask that you receive our gifts and offerings that they may 

become seeds of hope and love and send us out in Christ’s name to sow 
your seeds of justice and peace. We pray that the fruit of our faith shall 

lead others to you. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn All Creatures of Our God and King No. 15 

 (stanzas 1-4) 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 



*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response       

 All Creatures of Our God and King No. 15 

 (stanza 6) 

Postlude Harvest Fanfare Gilbert Martin 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Lindsey Odom, Director of Youth Ministry  

 Collin Sinclair, soloist  

 Claire Overcash, Grayson Carpenter, liturgists  

 Fiona Mitchell, summer organ sidekick 

Ushers: Andy Burke, Bob Cushman, Dan DeChant, Dick Engle, Jenny 

Gates, David Wooley 

Welcome Team: Dana Hefner, Kathy Rasimas 

The flowers in worship this morning are given by Kathleen Bearse to the 

glory of God and in memory of her son, Christopher Watson. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Congregational Notes (as of July 13, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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