
 

A Service of Worship 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 23, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude  

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit Creator of the Stars of Night Saram plainsong 

*Call to Worship   Bonnie Macauley 

One: The Holy Spirit is our faithful guide.  

Many: At all times and in all things, the Spirit of God remains at our 

side. 

One: When we are only concerned about our needs, wants, and 

desires, 

Many: the Spirit delivers us with a mighty hand.  

One: When uncertain times make us weary, 

Many: the Spirit will lead us in goodness and truth. 

One: Be still and listen as we have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

through which we are claimed as children of God. 

All: Together, we come to worship the Lord our God bringing our 

hope, our joy, and our identity as God’s beloved children. 

*Hymn We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom No. 378 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

O Lord, forgive us when we have turned our backs on those in need. 

When we have sought after power and riches, believing that these 

things bring true happiness. Help us to trust in you, for you seek the 

very best for us. Be with us and forgive us when we have failed to love 

and treat others with respect and compassion. Turn our hearts back 

toward you, who always reaches out to us offering healing and love. 

These things we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. “But over the hill, came the small word ‘and,’ so simple and sure, 
saying yes we can…” In the book The Story of And: The Little Word 
that Changed the World, one little word helps a variety of 
opinionated shapes overcome their differences to create something 
entirely new. Listen to a readaloud of the book, sing along with the 
single that Carrie Newcomer wrote and recorded to go along with 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1gM3Va890U
https://www.flyawaybooks.com/resources


the book, and check out this activity page. In the New Testament 
reading from Romans today, Paul is reminding us that we have all 
been joined together as one family through Jesus. 

2. Draw a picture that represents all the people who are God’s children. 
Who did you include? Why? Is there anyone you left out? Think about 

what color skin and hair everyone might have. What ages are 

included? How about people who have disabilities? Make your 

picture as inclusive and diverse as you can! 

3. Remind someone today that they are a child of God, and that means 

that they are valuable. Maybe you will tell them in person or on the 

phone, or maybe you’ll send them a text or write a letter. Why is this 
person valuable to you?  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What does it mean to you to be part of the family of faith? In 

happy times? How about in tough times? 

b. Are there times when you feel that you don’t belong? Why do you 
think that is? 

c. Who is part of the family of God? 

d. How can you help others to feel like part of the family of God? 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.  

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children: God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Brown 

Reading from the Old Testament  Psalm 86:11-13 

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an 

undivided heart to revere your name. I give thanks to you, O Lord my 

God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name forever. For great 

is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my soul from the 

depths of Sheol. 

Reading from the New Testament   Romans 8:12-25 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh—for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; 

but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did 

not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 

a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit 

bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 

https://www.flyawaybooks.com/_files/ugd/626aae_4867f5161a534182916f5a29a81dc08c.pdf


children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 

we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. I consider 

that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was 

subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 

bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 

labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. 

Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But 

if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Hope Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed
  Dr. Bayer 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory  

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Collin Cushman 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


Holy God, with prayers of gratitude, we offer you our gifts. Receive 

them and use them according to your will, that your love and grace will 

be spread in our community and in the world. Help us always to listen 

to the voice of your Holy Spirit as we steward these gifts. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn Christ Is Coming! No. 360 

 (stanzas 1-3) 

  

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response       

 Christ Is Coming! No. 360 

 (stanza 4) 



Postlude  

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Bonnie Macauley, Collin Cushman, liturgists  

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case 

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Anna Vechnak 

Ushers: Frank Graham, Charlie Metzler, Craig Parrish, Alice Tyler, Bob 

Tyler, Sr., Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Kathy Rasimas 

The flowers in worship this morning are given by Sheila and Brent 

McAnally to the glory of God and in honor of our amazing SMPC staff. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, 

contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, 

nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of July 20, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
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