
 

A Service of Worship 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 10, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Pastorale Raymond Haan 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit God Reigns! Let Earth Rejoice! Arthur Messiter 

Call to Worship   Bryson Gann 

One: Christ is calling us as disciples to leave our comfortable ways and 

venture forward with him. 

Many: Lord Jesus, we are so often afraid, it is easier for us to stay put.  

One: Jesus knows our fears and offers us healing. 

Many: Lord Jesus, open our hearts and teach us your ways. Help us to 

follow you faithfully.  

All: Lord Jesus, give us the courage to follow you all our lives, even 

here and now in this time of worship. Amen. 

Hymn Earth and All Stars! No. 26 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

God of compassion and mercy, you know our every gift, and you know 

our every flaw. You crafted our lives with purpose and gave each of us 

a voice. By your grace, you have named us and claimed us as your own. 

Forgive the ways that we stray from your path. For we are constantly 

distracted by our own struggles and focused on ourselves that we 

accidentally tune out your great love for us. Help us to mirror your love 

rather than our own mistakes. We pray these things in the name of 

Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 



1. Jonah does exactly the opposite of what God asks him to do. Play an 
“Opposite Game” like Simon says, but instead, do the opposite of 
what the leader asks. For example, if the leader asks you to sit down, 
stand up. If the leader says to run around, stay still. What does it feel 
like to do the opposite of what you are supposed to do? 

2. Jonah doesn’t want to go to Nineveh, because he does not like the 
people there. But God knows that everyone is worthy of a second 
chance, and so he asks Jonah to go. Think about the people in our 
world who are like the Ninevites—people nobody wants to give a 
second chance. Maybe people who are experiencing homelessness, 
maybe people who have a different color skin, maybe the kid who 
wears the wrong clothes, maybe the kid who is a bully. Write or draw 
these kinds of people, and then go back and draw a heart around 
their name or drawing as a reminder that God’s love extends to 
every single person. 

3. Have you ever wanted to run away from something that you knew 
you should do? Write a prayer that you could say to God when you 
feel like running away.  

4. Journal, considering the following: 
a. Why do you think Jonah runs away? 

b. What is it like to be in a big storm?  
c. Can you imagine being inside a big fish? What would it look like 

inside? 

d. When have you done exactly the opposite of what you were 
supposed to do? 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.  

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children: God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Psalm 139: 7-12 Rev. Odom 

 Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your 

presence?  If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in 

Sheol, you are there.  If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the 

farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your 

right hand shall hold me fast.  If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover 

me, and the light around me become night," even the darkness is not 

dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to 

you. 



 

Anthem Eternal Father, Strong to Save arr. Dan Forrest 

 Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep; 
Oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 

O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard and hushed their raging at Thy 
word, who walkedst on the foaming deep, and calm amidst its rage did 

sleep: Oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 

Second Reading Jonah 1: 1-17 Dr. Brown 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, "Go at 

once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their 

wickedness has come up before me." But Jonah set out to flee to 

Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and 

found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went on board, 

to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord. But 

the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm 

came upon the sea that the ship threatened to break up. Then the 

mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo 

that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah, 

meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the ship and had lain down, 

and was fast asleep. The captain came and said to him, "What are you 

doing sound asleep? Get up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare 

us a thought so that we do not perish." 

The sailors said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots, so that we may 

know on whose account this calamity has come upon us." So they cast 

lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. Then they said to him, "Tell us why this 

calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you 

come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?"  "I am 

a Hebrew," he replied. "I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who 

made the sea and the dry land." Then the men were even more afraid, 

and said to him, "What is this that you have done!" For the men knew 

that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told 

them so. Then they said to him, "What shall we do to you, that the sea 

may quiet down for us?" For the sea was growing more and more 

tempestuous. He said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea; 

then the sea will quiet down for you; for I know it is because of me that 

this great storm has come upon you." Nevertheless the men rowed hard 

to bring the ship back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew more 

and more stormy against them. Then they cried out to the Lord, "Please, 

O Lord, we pray, do not let us perish on account of this man's life. Do 

not make us guilty of innocent blood; for you, O Lord, have done as it 

pleased you." So they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea; and 

the sea ceased from its raging. Then the men feared the Lord even 

more, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. But the 

Lord provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the 

belly of the fish three days and three nights. 



 

 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Exit Plan Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  from A Brief Statement of Faith

  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love 

God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s 
image, male and female, of every race and  people, to live as one 

community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 

Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others 
and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and 

threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s 
condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem 

creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a 

covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, 

God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving 

us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother 

who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to 

welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Eternal Father, Strong to Save arr. Dan Forrest 

 Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood upon the chaos dark and rude, 

and bid its angry tumult cease, and give, for wild confusion, peace. 

Oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 

Oh Trinity of love and power! Our brethren shield in danger's hour; 

from rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect them wheresoe'er they go. 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Xander Case 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/jonah/2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/jonah/2.html
http://www.smpchome.org/give


God of the seas, sky and land, when Jonah turned to run from you, 

you showed him that nothing and no one could hide from your 

presence. You are in all things, and you love all things. Show us the gift 

of your presence and help us to use these gifts and offerings to serve 

wherever God calls us, bringing love, compassion and grace to all the 

world. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn Let All Things Now Living No. 37 

 



 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Choral Response       Eternal Father, Strong to Save arr. Dan Forrest 

 Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Postlude Ceremonial March Raymond Haan 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Blythe Kinsey, piano  

 Bryson Gann, Xander Case, liturgists  

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 

Ushers: Don Ayers, Andy Burke, Jonathan Mangels, Evan Mangels, Craig 

Parrish, Gwen Volker 

Welcome Team: Jennifer Hurlburt, Kasia Hurlburt 

In lieu of flowers in worship this morning, a donation has been made to 

the Sanctuary Fund by Dan and Connie Gaudiano to the glory of God and 

in memory of Dan and Ruth Gaudiano. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian


• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant - three year old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story interactively 

and engage with their peers. 

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday September 24 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of September 7, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Rosemary Hawver and family, as her husband, Jerry Hawver, 

entered the Church triumphant on Friday, September 1. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


 



 

 

 



 



 


	Remember in Prayer

