
 

A Service of Worship 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 

October 8, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Fanfare and Processional  Lynn Trapp 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Moment for Mission  Actionnel Fleurisma 

Introit For the Beauty of the Earth Conrad Kocher 

Call to Worship   Hunter Fant      

One: The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding 

in steadfast love.  

Many: The LORD is good to all, and the Lord’s mercy is over all that 
the Lord has made. 

One: O Lord, you open your hand, you satisfy the desire of every living 

thing.  

Many: The Lord is righteous in all the Lord’s ways and kind in all the 
Lord’s works. 

One: The LORD is near to all who call on the Lord, to all who call on 

the Lord in truth. 

All: The Lord fulfills the desire of those who fear the Lord and the 

Lord also hears their cry and saves them. We praise the Lord’s 
name forever and ever!  

Hymn Praise the Lord! God's Glories Show No. 33 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Merciful God, we confess that our confidence is often misplaced. We 

put our confidence in our abilities rather than in your love. We put our 

confidence in our belongings rather than in your generosity. We put 

our confidence in ourselves rather than in you. Forgive us for our 

misgivings. Redirect us according to your Spirit and your will. Help us 

to follow your ways and find our freedom in your heavenly calling. 

Open us to new levels of trust and joy as we press on towards your 

goal. In Christ’s name, Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Dr. Bayer 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 



We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today is a special day for our congregation because some of our 

friends from Haiti have joined us for worship. Our church has a special 

relationship with a school and church in Bayonnais, Haiti. Before 

worship, we watched a slideshow that gave us a lot of information 

about this relationship. If you are worshipping online and missed the 

slideshow, click this link to watch it.  

2. One of our goals for today is to get more sponsors for children at the 

school. Sponsors provide money each month that pays for the 

student’s education, meals, and a school uniform. It even gives them 
access to a medical clinic if needed. When you sponsor a child, you 

also send letters back and forth. One of the children in our 

congregation whose family sponsors a child says this about it, “It is 
nice to be able to help people and do something good. I like getting 

letters and learning more about her life in Haiti.” If you already 
sponsor a child, you can write a letter at a station in the narthex today 

or go to the website if you are worshiping online. 

3. Learn more about Haiti on the Nat Geo Kids website. How do you 

think life in Haiti is similar to our lives? How do you think it is 

different? How do you think God feels about people in other 

countries? How do you think God wants us to feel? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. When you do something good for someone else, it makes you feel 

good. But what else happens? Do you learn and grow from the 

other person? Do you think you end up giving or receiving more? 

b. What does the Bible say about sharing what we have with those 

who need it? What examples does Jesus set for us? 

c. How can you share this week? 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.  

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children: God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Colossians 3: 12-15 Dr. Bayer 

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear with one 

another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each 

other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v-h9x8XnCiN99ObfTqm14vGS6z6p_tsy9xAAex08xM0/edit?usp=sharing_eil_m&ts=65197f51
https://ewohaiti.org/letter.php
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/haiti


all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 

 

  

Anthem Joy in the Morning Natalie Sleeth 

 Chancel Choir 

There’ll be joy in the morning on that day, 
For the daylight will dawn, when the darkness is gone, 

There’ll be joy in the morning on that day.  
There’ll be peace and contentment evermore, 
Every heart, every voice will together rejoice, 

There’ll be peace and contentment evermore. 
And the glory of the Lord will shine, shine upon us. 

And the glory of the Lord will bring the truth divine. 

There’ll be love and forgiveness everywhere, 
And the way of the Lord will that day be restored; 

There’ll be love and forgiveness everywhere. 
There’ll be love and forgiveness, there’ll be peace and contentment, 

There’ll be joy! 

Second Reading Jonah 3: 10- 4: 11 Dr. Brown 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, 

God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would 

bring upon them; and he did not do it.  But this was very displeasing to 

Jonah, and he became angry.  He prayed to the Lord and said, "O Lord! 

Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I 

fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready 

to relent from punishing.  And now, O Lord, please take my life from 

me, for it is better for me to die than to live."  And the Lord said, "Is it 

right for you to be angry?"  Then Jonah went out of the city and sat 

down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under 

it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.  The Lord 

God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 

over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy 

about the bush.  But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed 

a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered.  When the sun rose, 

God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 

Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, "It is 

better for me to die than to live."  But God said to Jonah, "Is it right for 

you to be angry about the bush?" And he said, "Yes, angry enough to 

die."  Then the Lord said, "You are concerned about the bush, for which 

you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a 

night and perished in a night.  And should I not be concerned about 



Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and 

twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their 

left, and also many animals? 

 

  

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Can’t Get No Satisfaction Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  Confession of Belhar, 10.3 

  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the 

church as the community of believers who have been reconciled with 

God and with one another; 

We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for 

the church of Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it 

is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly 

pursued and sought: one which the people of God must continually be 

built up to attain; 

We believe that this unity must become visible so that the world may 

believe that separation, enmity and hatred between people and 

groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that 

anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church 

and must be resisted. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Santo Mark Burrows 

 Jubilate Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano; Kyle Gavagan, percussion 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Sumner Martin 

Almighty and merciful God, from whom comes all that is good, we 

praise you for your mercies, for your goodness that has created us, 

and for your grace and love that has sustained us. Help us to love you 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


and to be thankful for all your gifts by serving you and delighting to do 

your will, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn God of the Sparrow No. 22 

 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Congregational Response  

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Postlude Postlude on “Old Hundredth” Fred Bock 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  



 Chancel Choir 

 Jubilate Choir 

 Blythe Kinsey, piano 

 Kyle Gavagan, percussion 

 Hunter Fant, Sumner Martin, liturgists  

Acolyte: Oliver Bayer 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 

Ushers: Andy Burke, Richard Franseen, Frank Graham, Curt Ireland, Tom 

Klecker, Gwen Volker 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Jack Hess 

In lieu of flowers, a donation has been made to the Sanctuary Fund by 

Marge Kruse to the glory of God and in memory of her late husband, Dick 

Kruse. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you 

are joining us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a 

long-term member, or anything in between, we are glad that 

you are worshiping with us and we want to stay connected with you. To 

receive our emails, sent on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact 

Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, 

nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly devotion and 

information about upcoming worship services and church activities. Also, 

find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram: 

@southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 302 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, September 24 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org


 Congregational Notes (as of October 5, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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