
 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 10, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude         Zimbelstern - Prelude on “Prepare the Way, O Zion” Paul Fey 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit  David Wood 

Light a candle bright and tall 

For the peace we wish to know. 

Peace on earth for great and small 

God’s good news to us bestow. 
Shine within our hearts today 

Come, O peace, to us, we pray. 

Call to Worship   

Lighting of the Advent Candle – PEACE 

Francis, Sharon, Graeme, Emily and Fiona Mitchell 

Reader: . . . “Prepare the way,” she whispers, “for God is coming to 
make all things new.” 

All: So we gather to light a candle, because this might be the 

spark we need: Peace, here with us. 

Hymn  Comfort, Comfort Now My People No. 87 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

God of love, pour your grace into our lives. Forgive our wandering 

ways and guide us along your paths of peace. When we forget the 

reason and purpose of this season, lead us back to you. Lead us up to 

that high mountain of faith and hope that we might truly proclaim: 

"Here is our God!" In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

Response of Praise   

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 



1. Let’s think about shepherds today! There are 
shepherds in the story of Jesus’ birth, and there is also 
the image of God as a shepherd in the passage from 

Isaiah. Think about the shepherd-like ways God takes 

care of us-- provides food, walks with us in the dangerous places, 

rescues us when we get into trouble, etc. One of the ornaments on 

our Chrismon tree is of a shepherd’s crook to remind us of this special 
relationship we have with God. Maybe you will make a shepherd’s 
crook ornament. You can also use this QR code or link to learn more 

about the Chrismon ornaments on our tree at SMPC! 

2. Sing the first hymn we sang today again after you have read the 

passage. How does it help us to understand what the scripture is 

saying to us? If you are worshiping from home, you might want to use 

this link for a youtube video of the hymn. 

3. Listen to a readaloud of Come On, Rain! by Karen Hesse. In the story, 

the people are waiting for rain. We are also waiting during this Advent 

season. When the rain finally comes, the people are so joyful they are 

overcome, just like we will be at Christmas! What is it like waiting for 

Christmas? Do you ever feel like Christmas Day will never come? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. I wonder why Isaiah would tell the people of God this lesson. 

What do you think? 

b. I wonder what Isaiah means by saying, “Prepare the way of the 
Lord?” What do you think? 

c. According to Isaiah, who should the people of God put their trust 

in? Why do you think Isaiah would tell them this? 

d. Who are some people that help you prepare the way for Jesus? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for Children’s 
Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 114 stanza 3): 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading 2 Corinthians 1:1-5 Rev. Odom 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother, To the church of God that is in Corinth, including all the saints 

throughout Achaia:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAF2HRpjevg/GBHIPPuw-B3JhcHai63PkA/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2wKFZBYUjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRsNf8r5rQA


consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those 

who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves 

are consoled by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant 

for us, so also our consolation is abundant through Christ. 

Anthem Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus arr. Robert Hobby 

 Chancel Choir 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king; 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Rule in all; hope of all. Come, expected Jesus. Come. 

 

Second Reading Isaiah 40:1-11 Dr. Brown 

 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty 

is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her 

sins.   A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be 

lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 

shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of the 

Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth 

of the Lord has spoken."   A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall 

I cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the 

field.   The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord 

blows upon it; surely the people are grass.   The grass withers, the 

flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.  Get you up to 

a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with 

strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say 

to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!"   See, the Lord God comes 

with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 

recompense before him.   He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will 

gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently 

lead the mother sheep. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Comfort Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Apostles’ Creed 

  Dr. Whitney Bayer 



I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Angels We Have Heard on High Sandra Eithun 

 Chancel Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology Advent Doxology R. G. Huff 

Praise to God, the One who made us.  

Praise to Christ, the soon-born Son. 

Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One. 

Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day! 

Prayer of Dedication Lily Claire Jacobus 

Holy One, this Advent season, we wait in peace. For we have left 

behind us a time of fear and uncertainty, and we raise our heads 

because we know our redemption is coming near. May our gifts be 

dedicated to help heal the brokenness of our world and to welcome 

Jesus into the world once again. In Christ, we pray. Amen 

 We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn Prepare the Way, O Zion No. 106 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Benediction Response  R. G. Huff  

Go, all ye faithful! All who know the Savior. 

Carry the message far beyond these walls. 

Hold forth the Christ-light. Conquer every darkness. 

Go forth, O Church of Jesus! Proclaim the One who frees us! 

Speak peace! Reach out in mercy, in kindness, and love. 

 Postlude Toccata on “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” Jason D. Payne 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 The Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy is adapted from the work of Karen 

Ware Jackson. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir  

 Chancel Ringers 

 Lily Claire Jacobus, liturgist 

A/V Team: Brad Alford  

Ushers: Aaron Eberhardt, Adeline Bayer, Jake Zagora, Colin Lee, Will 

Glover 



Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Jack Hess 

The flowers in worship this morning are given by Linda Nagle Hanson to 

the glory of God and in memory of her late husband, Russell T. Hanson, Jr. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. Also, find us on 

Instagram: @southmeckpres and Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant - three year old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story interactively 

and engage with their peers. 

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers who 

wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday December 17 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of December 6, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Gwen and Mark Volker and their family as Gwen’s mother, Carol 
Matherne, entered the Church triumphant on December 3. 

• Tom Robinson, as he recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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