
 

A Service of Worship  

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 17, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Sussex Carol Gallop Simon Peberdy 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Introit  David Wood 

Light a candle bright and tall 

For the Joy this season brings. 

Joy like fountains brimming full. 

Through our world now let it ring! 

Shine within our hearts today 

Come, O Joy, to us, we pray. 

Call to Worship   

Lighting of the Advent Candle – JOY 

Phil and Marsha Eatherton; David, Kari, Grace, and Ryan Wooley 

Reader: . . . “My soul magnifies the Lord,” she whispers, “and my Spirit 
rejoices in God my savior.” 

All: So we gather to light a candle, because this might be the 

spark we need: Joy, here with us. 

Hymn  My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout No. 100 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Gracious God, long ago you sent Christ to bring good news to the 

oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, and to proclaim liberty to 

the captives. You then asked us to go and do the same for we are the 

church of Jesus Christ. Forgive us, we pray, for we have not continued 



to share the good news. We have focused on ourselves and neglected 

to help others. Help us to continue to share the healing and loving 

words of Christ and to love our neighbors as ourselves. We ask this in 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

Response of Praise   

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. If you are here in person today, we hope you’ll stay 
after worship for our Christmas Trivia! You can see how 

much you know about what the Bible says about the 

birth of Jesus. If you are worshipping online, here is a 

QR code where you can play at your own pace.  

2. Today is the Advent Sunday of Joy! Make some joyful art. Write the 

word “JOY” very large in the center of a piece of paper. Maybe you 
will use bubble letters. Then, fill the rest of your paper with joyful 

decorations. This also works if you are staying in the sanctuary for 

worship! You can use the boards in the worship bags to make art. If 

you use paper, hang up your art somewhere that you will see it to 

remind you that Advent is a time for joy. 

3. Sing Joy to the World! The very first verse reminds us why we should 

be joyful during Advent. Joy is not the same as happiness. Joy is 

something that we can choose. We can’t always choose to be happy, 

but we can always choose to find some joy, even in very sad times. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. Who did those sent by the religious authorities think John might 

be?  Who does John say that he is? (John 1:23) 

b. Who does the writer of the Gospel of John say that John the 

Baptist is? (John 1:6-8) 

c. Why do you think God needed John the Baptist to prepare or 

“make straight the way of the Lord”? To stay awake, be alert, be 
ready? 

d. What are some ways that you choose joy? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for Children’s 
Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 114 stanza 3): 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3cfr6U4g3g


Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Genesis 1:1-3 Dr. Bayer 

 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 

while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  Then God 

said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 

Anthem Every Valley John Ness Beck 

 Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain made low, 

and the crooked made straight, and the rough places plain, 

and all flesh shall see it together. 

For the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together; 

For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Amen. 

Second Reading John 1:6-8; 19-28 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  This is the 

testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"  He confessed and did not deny 

it, but confessed, "I am not the Messiah."  And they asked him, "What 

then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He 

answered, "No."  Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an 

answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?"  He 

said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, "Make straight 

the way of the Lord,' " as the prophet Isaiah said.  Now they had been 

sent from the Pharisees.  They asked him, "Why then are you baptizing 

if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?"  John 

answered them, "I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom 

you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to 

untie the thong of his sandal." This took place in Bethany across the 

Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Witness Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)    The Confession of 1967 –– 9.35-9.37 

Rev. Odom 



Wherever the church exists, its members are both gathered in 

corporate life and dispersed in society for the sake of mission in the 

world.  

The church gathers to praise God, to hear God’s word for humankind, to 

baptize and to join in the Lord’s Supper, to pray for and present the 
world to God in worship, to enjoy fellowship, to receive instruction, 

strength, and comfort, to order and organize its own corporate life, to 

be tested, renewed, and reformed, and to speak and act in the world’s 
affairs as may be appropriate to the needs of the time.  

The church disperses to serve God wherever its members are, at work 

or play, in private or in the life of society. Their prayer and Bible Study 

are part of the church’s worship and theological reflection. Their 
witness is the church’s evangelism. Their daily action in the world is the 

church in mission to the world. The quality of their relation with other 

persons is the measure of the church’s fidelity.  
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Noel Nouvelet  arr. Raymond H. Haan 

 Laura Schelhammer, flute 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology Advent Doxology R. G. Huff 

Praise to God, the One who made us.  

Praise to Christ, the soon-born Son. 

Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One. 

Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day!*Prayer 

of Dedication Lily McAnally 

Holy One, this Advent season we wait in joy, and we give with joy. Joy 

for all you have given us; Joy because of your sacred promises. Receive 

our gifts and offerings, and use them to spread your joy in our world. 

Amen. 

 We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness No. 314 

 (stanza 1: all; stanza 2: high voices; stanza 3: low voices; stanzas 4-5: all) 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Benediction Response  R. G. Huff  

Go, all ye faithful! All who know the Savior. 

Carry the message far beyond these walls. 

Hold forth the Christ-light. Conquer every darkness. 

Go forth, O Church of Jesus! Proclaim the One who frees us! 

Speak peace! Reach out in mercy, in kindness, and love. 

 Postlude Danse Festivale on “Adeste Fidelis” Marko Hakanpää 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 The Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy is adapted from the work of Karen 

Ware Jackson. 



Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Ann Carney, piano  

 Laura Schelhammer, flute  

 Lily McAnally, liturgist 

A/V Team: Brad Alford  

Ushers: Phil Eatherton, Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Jon Myers, Donna Podgorny, 

Bob Williamson. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. Also, find us on 

Instagram: @southmeckpres and Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday December 17 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of December 13, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Jodi Rumford and Danielle and Daniel Webb and their family, as 

Jodi’s husband and Danielle’s step-father, Sam Rumford, entered 

the Church triumphant on December 12. 

• Mary Lou Gebhardt, as she recovers from surgery. 

• Sara Tezzi, as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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