
 

A Service of Worship  

First Sunday of Christmas 

Epiphany 

December 31, 2023 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 
Prelude Still, Still, Still Paul Manz 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit  Dance Prelude on Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella 

  Christopher Uehlein 

*Call to Worship  Adeline Bayer 

One: Calling all seekers, all dreamers, all believers… 

Many: Calling all glass-half-full optimists and lighthouse keepers… 

Many: Calling all star-chasers and bedtime prayer speakers… 

One: Bring your questions, your hope, your faith and your fear into 

this space. 

All: God is here.   

*Hymn What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright No. 152 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison) Dr. Brown 

God of starlight, we know that faith isn’t a vending machine. Good 
news can’t be bought or manufactured. It does not arrive with a push 
of a button. Instead, in this noisy world, we have to look for you in our 

midst. We have to walk toward you, just as the Magi did. We have to 

believe that love really can change the world. We have to seek the 

stars beyond the city lights. Forgive us for forgetting that. Forgive us 

for seeking you with only part of our hearts. We long to be more like 

the Magi; may we walk your way every single day. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Brown 

*Response of Praise   

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. It is a prayer practice in churches all over the world to give people a 

star word on this Epiphany Sunday. Many of us experience prayer 



as talking to God as opposed to silence or contemplation. However, 

this prayer practice invites a new prayer rhythm of reflection and 

review that can be a powerful way to connect with God. During 

Communion today, you will be invited to select a star word. The 

words will be placed facedown in a basket. When you come 

forward, take a word, not looking to see what it is before choosing! 

Consider this a guiding word for the year ahead. We invite you to 

remember your star word often, seeking the ways God might be 

moving through the meanings and definitions the word contains. If 

you are worshiping online, please email Rebecca@smpchome.org 

to receive your star word.  

2. The Last Straw by Fredrick Thury tells the story of the wise men from 

the point of view of a camel named Hoshmakaka. He is old, achy, 

and cranky, but he finally realizes the importance of his task to carry 

gifts to the newborn baby king. Listen to a readaloud and consider 

what it was like for the wise men.  

3. Make a star craft. You can use pipe cleaners, aluminum foil, or just 

paper and scissors. Hang your star somewhere to remind you to 

continually seek Jesus. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What can we learn from the magi, who sought Jesus? What do 

they teach us about seeking Christ? 

b. Why does Mathew include the holy family’s escape to Egypt in 
the gospel? What does it have to say about refugees? 

c. Look back at all of the humans involved in the story of Christ’s 
birth as it unfolds—Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, the shepherds, 

Herod, the Magi. As God intervenes in their lives (in mysterious 

and startling ways), what does each person seek? As we begin 

this new year, what are we seeking? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for Children’s 
Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 114 stanza 3): 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Brown 

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 Dr. Brown 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 

upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 

peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over 
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you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they 

come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 

shall be carried on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall 

be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A 

multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 

Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Second Reading Matthew 2:1-12 Dr. Whitney Bayer 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was 

frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 

was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: "And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 

by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a 

ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.' " Then Herod secretly called 

for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, 

they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country 

by another road. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Overwhelmed with Joy Dr. Bayer 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Apostles Creed 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 



catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Go Tell It on the Mountain J. Wayne Kerr 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology Advent Doxology R. G. Huff 

Praise to God, the One who made us.  

Praise to Christ, the newborn Son. 

Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One. 

Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day! 

*Prayer of Dedication Xander Case 

Holy One, this Advent season, use us and use our offerings to touch the 

world with the Christmas message, which reminds us that God is love, 

God is always with us, and God provides us with the gift of Christ to 

show us how to love. Amen. 

 We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn As with Gladness Men of Old No. 150 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Bayer 

*Benediction Response  R. G. Huff  

Go, all ye faithful! Take the love of Christmas. 

Carry the message far beyond these walls. 

Hold forth the Christ-light. Conquer every darkness. 

Go forth, O Church of Jesus! Proclaim the One who frees us! 

Speak peace! Reach out in mercy, in kindness, and love. 

Postlude Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Timothy Albrecht 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Ann Carney, organ  



 Adeline Bayer, Xander Case, liturgists 

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox  

Ushers: Don Ayers, Phil Eatherton, Richard Franseen, Charlie Metzler, 

Linda Nagle Hanson, Jim Williams 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Denise Wilcox, Sydney Wilcox 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, January 28 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of December 28, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• David, Terry, Natalie and Eric Gaines as David’s mother, Edith 
Gaines, entered the Church triumphant on December 27. 

• Kathleen Bearse and her family as her father, Lawrence Bearse, 

entered the Church triumphant on December 25. 

• Mike Shrader, as he recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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