
 

A Service of Worship  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

January 28, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 
Prelude Voluntary on “Down Ampney” John G. Barr 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove John Dykes 

*Call to Worship   Maddie Ritchie      

One: Blessed is the Lord and blessed are God’s people.   
Many:  Blessed is our God, and blessed are God’s gifts, that grace us 

with forgiveness and every good gift.   

One: Lord, you have come to dwell within us.  

Many: Build your temple within our hearts.   

All: Prepare our lives, O God. Help us to be bold proclaimers of 

your love. 

*Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling No. 366 



 

 



Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Merciful God, in Jesus, we have seen your glory. Yet our sinfulness 

often blocks out the light of Christ. We are quick to accuse and slow 

to confess. We find faults easily in others while ignoring our own 

shortcomings. We have squandered your gifts. We have turned from 

your ways. We have ignored your Word. Have mercy on us, 

compassionate God. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us. Wash us with 

your love and cleanse us with your grace that day by day we might 

move closer to the people you would have us be. Amen.  

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise  No. 582 

 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Listen to this worship song based on our passage from Malachi. What 

do the words help you understand about the scripture?  

2. Have you ever had to take medicine that tastes really bad? 

Sometimes, God asks us to do things that might not be very much fun 

in the moment, but are really best for us. This is why Malachi speaks 

about God using a refiner’s fire. Make a list of things you know are 

good for you, but you don’t like to do. 
3. Look up videos of what it is like for precious metals to be refined. 

Here is one example. What do you notice about the refining process? 

How is it like our lives sometimes? How much of the metal was left 

afterwards? What do you think that means? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. Why would we have to do hard things?  

b. Remember that God never wants to hurt us. How do you think 

about that while also thinking about having to do hard things? 

c. What is the hardest thing you’ve done? Did you learn anything 
from it? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

https://youtu.be/SQclw7Ptxwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eT5kq7VXluQ


Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Romans 5:1-5 Dr. Bayer 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access 

to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 

glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint 

us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit that has been given to us. 

Anthem Behold, A Day is Coming Patti Drennan 

 Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Behold, a day is coming when the earth will tremble, 

Behold, a day is coming and there will be no night! 

The Lord will reign as King of kings, the Lord will show His power. 

Behold, a day is coming and Christ will be our light. 

The Lord will lead His people, He speaks and they obey. 

The enemy will falter on that fateful day. 

The Lord will be exalted, the proud will be abased. 

The Lord will reign as King on that glorious day. 

Christ is our salvation, our light! 

Second Reading Malachi 2:17 - 3:4 Dr. Brown 

You have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet you say, "How have we 

wearied him?" By saying, "All who do evil are good in the sight of the 

Lord, and he delights in them." Or by asking, "Where is the God of 

justice?" 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 

Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 

the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord 

of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he 

will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants 

of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 

the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Refinement Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  from The Confession of 1967 

  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of 

humankind. His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and 



present hope for women and men when the gospel is proclaimed and 

believed… 

The new life does not release people from conflict with unbelief, 

pride, lust, and fear. They still have to struggle with disheartening 

difficulties and problems. Nevertheless, as they mature in love and 

faithfulness in their life with Christ, they live in freedom and good 

cheer, bearing witness on good days and evil days, confident that the 

new life is pleasing to God and helpful to others. 

The new life finds its direction in the life of Jesus, his deeds and words, 

his struggles against temptation, his compassion, his anger, and his 

willingness to suffer death. The teaching of apostles and prophets 

guides men and women in living this life, and the Christian community 

nurtures and equips them for their ministries.  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory The Gift of Love arr. Hal Hopson 

 Brett Parrish, tenor; Collin Sinclair, tenor 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Evan Williams 

Holy God, may what we say reflect your purpose for creation, and 

what we do be consistent with your will. Receive now what we offer 

as signs of thanksgiving for all that you have done and continue to do 

within our lives and in our world today. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn Come Down, O Love Divine No. 282 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Postlude Toccata on “Hyfrydol” J. Christopher Pardini 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

 



Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Ann Carney, piano 

 Collin Sinclair, Brett Parrish, soloists  

 Maddie Ritchie, Evan Williams, liturgists  

Acolyte: Holden Conway 

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, George Elledge, Mary Elledge, Curtis Guy, Kara 

Guy, Jim Williams 

Welcome Team: Kathy Rasimas, Chad, Allison, and Zac Reeves 

The flowers in worship this morning are given by Dave, Terry, Natalie and 

Eric Gaines to the glory of God and in memory of Edith and Howard 

Gaines. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org


• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, 

contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, 

nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of January 25, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Dotty Dysard, as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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