
 

A Service of Worship  

Baptism of the Lord 

January 7, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 
Prelude          March on “Lauda Anima” Kevin Hildebrand 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introduction of New Members  Nancy Metzler 

Introit Morning Has Broken Eleanor Farjeon 

*Call to Worship  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

One: In the beginning, God created the world out of a formless void. 

Many: God, baptize us with your creativity. 

One: After God created heaven and earth, God made every animal 

and plant, bird and fish.  

Many: God, baptize us with thankful and grateful hearts.  

One: Then, God created people in the image of God. 

Many: God, baptize us with love and a willingness to serve others.  

One: Let us remember what God has done! 

Many: Let us remember that God calls us to be caretakers of all the earth.  

One: Let us fulfill this call in a manner of faithfulness. Amen. 

*Hymn  Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty No. 35 



  

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Odom 

Lord, we come to you today with the understanding that we have 

sinned against you. We know that you created us in love, to enjoy this 

world and you, O God. We also are aware that you created us to serve 

your creation and your children, and we have failed to do your will. 

We cannot grasp your love for us, O God, for it is unlike us to be that 

loving and forgiving. We become trapped by our own needs, wants, 

and desires and we fail to see beyond our own little circles.  Turn us 

around, O God. Help us to see you as you see and know us. Help us to 

reach out as you reach out. Remind us once again of the sacredness of 

our ordinary, day-to-day lives. By your Spirit, mend us and make us 

new creations through the power and love of Christ, in whose name 

we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 



*Response of Praise   

 Morning Has Broken No. 664 

 (stanza 2) 

Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven, 

like the first dewfall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 

sprung in completeness where God's feet pass. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. What do you think it would be like to live without sunlight? In the 
arctic circle, there is a two month long “Polar Night” every year, 
when the sun does not rise. Watch this video about the polar night. 
Why do you think God made light? Why do we need light?  

2. The hymn “Morning Has Broken” is about the sun rising, just as it 
did on the first day of creation. Listen and sing along. What does the 
hymn help you understand about creation? About God?  

3. To help think about the difference between light and darkness, do 
some scratch print art. If you have scratch art paper, use it, or make 
your own by coloring a piece of paper with lots of different colors of 
crayons. Then, color very darkly on top with a black crayon. Use a 
pencil or toothpick to draw. Draw images that make you think of 
light, like a sun or a lightbulb. What else makes you think of light? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 
a. I wonder what it was like before God created light. What do you 

think? 

b. I wonder how you would feel if you were there during Creation. 
c. Do you think there was any sound when the light was created? 

d. What other powerful things has God done that you know about? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Colossians 1:15-20 Rev. Odom 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 

him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLpdOKf38n8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Rifby1tVE8


have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 

come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God 

was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 

through the blood of his cross. 

Anthem Shall We Gather at the River? arr. John Carter 

 Chancel Choir; Joanna Alford, soloist; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod; 

With its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, 

Gather with the saints at the river, that flows by the throne of God. 

Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev'ry burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown. 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, 

Gather with the saints at the river, that flows by the throne of God. 

Deep river, my home is over Jordan, 

Deep river, I want to cross over into campground. 

Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace. 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, 

Gather with the saints at the river, that flows by the throne of God. 

Second Reading Genesis 1:1-5 Dr. Brown 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 

was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 

wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let 

there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, 

and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Origin Stories Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Nicene Creed 

  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 



was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Offertory Water Gary Girounard 
As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Brown 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise . . . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Dr. Bayer, Rev. Odom 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come forward (see diagram), take the elements, and return to 

your seat. Remove the wafer on the bottom of the cup before opening the juice. 

If you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat.  

Communion of the People 

The Prayer after Communion  Rev. Odom 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn Jesus, Light of Joy No. 673 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response  

 Morning Has Broken No. 664 

 (stanza 3) 

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, 

born of the one light Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation; praise every morning, 

God's re-creation of the new day! 

 Postlude Postlude on “Lobe Den Herren” John Dixon 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 



Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Joanna Alford, soprano 

 Blythe Kinsey, piano  

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case  

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Bob Cushman 

Ushers: Curt Ireland, Judy Jones, Charlie Metzler, Donna Podgorny, Bob 

Williamson, David Wooley 

Welcome Team: Emery Hicks, Shelby, Elise, and Miles Ullman 

A brief Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 21 after 

the 10:10 am worship service to fulfill the State of North Carolina's legal 

requirement to hold an Annual Meeting of the Corporation. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, January 28 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of January 5, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Alice Tyler, as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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