
 

A Service of Worship 

First Sunday in Lent 

February 18, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Jesus Walked this Loneseome Valley Traditional Spiritual 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit Jesus, We Are Here Patrick Matsikenyiri 

Call to Worship   Luke Estes      

One: The journey to the cross calls us to praise and prayer, to song 

and silence.  

Many: The example of Jesus calls us to hearing and healing, to service 

and solidarity. 

One: The story of Jesus calls us to advocacy and action, to justice and 

joy. 

Many: Holy God, may we heed your call to witness, to love, and to do 

justice. 

All: May we open our hearts and spirits to worship the Lord our 

God. 

Hymn O God, Show Mercy to Us No. 341 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Gracious God, as we begin this Lenten journey with Jesus, we confess 

our neglect of you and our faith. We have lists of things to do, for all 

the areas of our lives. Our lives are so time bound and duty bound that 

we feel imprisoned in them. Now we are being challenged by Christ to 

take a journey of discipleship. Forgive us, O God, when we place our 

duties in the path to serving and loving you. Reset our priorities so, 

that we will be ready to commit our lives to your service. Lord, help us 

to be ready when you call us. Help us to courageously answer your 

call. Let us place our trust in you in all things. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom 

Affirmation of Mercy  No. 447 

We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 



We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today is the first Sunday of Lent. During Lent, we have a devotional 

for the whole church. There are copies in the narthex, or you can 

email me (Rebecca@smpchome.org) for a digital copy. Each Sunday, 

we will talk about one word. Today’s word is “Know.” You will see art 
in the sanctuary that has been colored by various groups in the 

congregation. This book tells all about what Lent is.  

2. Listen and sing along to this song, “God Knows Everything.” What 
does it mean that God knows everything?  

3. Consider Jesus’ forgiveness. What do we do that needs to be 
forgiven? Maybe today you will write down something that you have 

done (or failed to do) that you want to ask God for forgiveness about. 

After you write it down, pray for God’s forgiveness, and then tear it 

up into tiny pieces. God is always ready to forgive us! 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What does it mean to be known?  

b. Have you ever done something without knowing? What 

happened? How did you feel? 

c. It is overwhelming to consider the depth of God’s forgiveness. 
How do you begin to get your head around it? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; God’s love is strong and it 

never ends. God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends. 
Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading 2 Peter 1:12-21 Rev. Odom 

Therefore I intend to keep on reminding you of these things, though you 

know them already and are established in the truth that has come to 

you. I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to refresh your 

memory, since I know that my death will come soon, as indeed our Lord 

Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort so that 

after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these 

things.  For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made 

known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we 

had been eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For he received honor and glory 

from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 

Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am 
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well pleased."  We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while 

we were with him on the holy mountain.  So we have the prophetic 

message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this 

as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 

star rises in your hearts.  First of all you must understand this, that no 

prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, because 

no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by 

the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 

Anthem Nobody Knows arr. Alice Parker, Robert Shaw 

 Chancel Choir; Jane Royther, soloist 

Second Reading Luke 23:34 Dr. Brown 

 [Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 

are doing."] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Know Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

  Rev. Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Melody Samuel Coleridge-Taylor 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

O suff’ring Jesus, in these forty days. 
We view your sorrow, share in your distress. 

Our Lenten songs are filled with muted praise; 

Yet by your passion, we are truly blessed. 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


We praise the Father! We praise you, the Son! 

We praise the Spirit, our God, Three in One. 

Prayer of Dedication  Harper Price 

Holy God, may what we say reflect your purpose for creation, and 

what we do be consistent with your will. Receive now what we offer 

as signs of thanksgiving for all that you have done and continue to do 

within our lives and in our world today. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn Why Should I Feel Discouraged? No. 661 

 

 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 



Congregational Response  No. 547 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story;  
here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Postlude Voluntary on “Thaxted” Kevin Uppercue 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Jane Royther, soloist 

 Luke Estes, Harper Price, liturgists  

Acolyte: Grayson Myers 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Andy Burke, Richard Franseen, Jon Myers, Donna 

Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

In celebration of Black History Month, we will hear music from 

composers of African descent each Sunday in February. This morning, our 

prelude and anthem are arrangements of African American spirituals. 

The offertory is an original composition by Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, who 

was born in Holborn, London, England on August 15, 1875. He was an 

English composer who achieved such incredible success that he was 

called the African Mahler. Coleridge-Taylor’s greatest success was the 
cantata Hiawatha’s Wedding-feast, widely performed in England during 

his lifetime (he died in 1912), and rivaled only by Handel’s Messiah and 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah in popularity. 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
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A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, 

contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, 

nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of February 15, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Jennifer and Jon Nancarrow and their family as Jennifer’s father, Dr. 
Donald Ramras, entered the Church triumphant on February 7 

• Kerrie Lorenzo, as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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