
 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Camp & Retreat Sunday 

February 25, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Lord, I Lift Your Name on High arr. Carol Tornquist 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rebecca Guzman 

Moment for Mission  Joel Winchip 

Introit Sanctuary Thompson/Scruggs 

 (1st time, Choir; 2nd time, All) 

Call to Worship   James Martin      

One: If we come here hoping you will confirm all our beliefs and 

values, 

Many: Convict us that our thoughts are not Your thoughts. 

One: If we come here uncertain we are welcome, 

Many: Embrace us in Your loving arms. 

One: If we come here longing for your word, 

Many: Open our ears to hear it. 

One: If we come here merely out of habit, 

Many: Meet us as we are and transform us into what you call us to be. 

All: How ever we come here, let us now worship God! 

Hymn All People That on Earth Do Dwell No. 385 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

God of the spirit of kindness, in the glory of earth and sea and stars, in 

the kaleidoscope of color and shade and shapeliness, in the patterns 

of humor and tenderness and touch, we celebrate your generosity. 

Forgive us when we forget the gift in our every breath, the care that 

sustains our every moment, the grace that can transform our every 

day. Set us free from the prison of grudging hearts, mean desires, 

resentful spirits. Give us the courage to act with justice and 

generosity, and draw us into love that does not calculate or keep 

scores. (Silent prayer) Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom 

Affirmation of Mercy  No. 447 

We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today is Camp and Retreat Sunday! One of the youth group’s favorite 
energizers that they learned at the Massanetta Springs and Montreat 



youth conferences is called “Revolution.” We’re going to learn it in 
Children’s Worship today. Here is a version with instructions and one 

from Montreat. 

2. This is an Alphabet Psalm. Each lettered verse is a separate prayer 

within the larger prayer. Make an acrostic prayer! Maybe you will use 

a name for God, like Savior, Shepherd, or Creator. Maybe you will use 

your own name and talk about what God is like for you. 

3. Our Lenten word for today is “Truth.” Listen to a readaloud of Ruthie 

and the (Not So) Teeny Tiny Lie. Ruthie was a lover of teeny tiny 

things. Ruthie finds a teeny tiny camera on the playground at school 

and when the real owner asked her to return it, she claimed that it 

was hers. She lied to the teacher when she was asked if she was the 

owner. Ruthie learns why lying is a bad choice. Why is it important to 

tell the truth?  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What spiritually formational experiences have you had at camps, 

retreats, and conference centers? How have they impacted you? 

b. What is the truth? How do we know the truth?  

c. What’s important about telling the truth? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; God’s love is strong and it 
never ends. God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends. 
Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Psalm 25:1-10 Rev. Odom 

 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  O my God, in you I trust; do not let me 

be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me.  Do not let those 

who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are 

wantonly treacherous.  Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me 

your paths.  Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God 

of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.  Be mindful of your mercy, O 

Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.  Do not 

remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 

steadfast love remember me, for your goodness' sake, O Lord!  Good 

and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.  He 

leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.  All 

the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who 

keep his covenant and his decrees. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zndL7jQy5uA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzY4_ckOHQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrxibsccgKI


 

Anthem Lead Me, Lord arr. Mark Hayes 

 Chancel Choir; Laura Schelhammer, flute; Ann Carney, piano 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, longing for their Lord, 

for God’s coming kingdom shall be theirs. 
Blessed are the sorrowing, for they shall be consoled, 

and the meek shall come to rule the world. 

Lead me, Lord, lead me, Lord, by the light of truth 

to seek and to find the narrow way. 

Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my Lord, and lead me, Lord, today. 

Blessed are the merciful, for mercy shall be theirs, 

and the pure in heart shall see their God. 

Blest are they whose hunger only holiness can fill, 

for I say they shall be satisfied. 

Blest are they who through their lifetimes sow the seeds of peace; 

all will call them children of the Lord. 

Blest are you, though persecuted in your holy life, 

for in heaven, great is your reward. 

Second Reading Luke 23:43 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

  He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Truth Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

 From: The Theological Declaration of Barmen 

Written by representatives of Lutheran, Reformed, and United churches of 

Germany in 1934 to oppose any accommodation of German Christians and 

churches to the Nazi regime of Adolph Hitler. 

Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word 

of God which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in 

life and in death. 

We reject the false doctrine, as though the church could and would 

have to acknowledge as a source of its proclamation, apart from and 

besides this one Word of God, still other events and powers, figures 

and truths, as God’s revelation. 
As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so 
in the same way and with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty 
claim upon our whole life. Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance 

from the godless fetters of this world for a free, grateful service to his 

creatures. 



We reject the false doctrine, as though there were areas of our life in 

which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, but to other lords—areas  

in which we would not need justification and sanctification through 

him. 

The Christian Church is the congregation of the brethren in which 

Jesus Christ acts presently as the Lord in Word and Sacrament through 

the Holy Spirit. As the Church of pardoned sinners, it has to testify in 

the midst of a sinful world, with its faith as with its obedience, with its 

message as with its order, that it is solely his property, and that it lives 

and wants to live solely from his comfort and from his direction in the 

expectation of his appearance. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer George Elledge 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Lead Me in Your Truth Daniel Barta 

 Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs; Ann Carney, piano 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

For you are the God of my salvation. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

On you I wait all the day. 

Lord, lead and teach me, 

On you I wait all the day. 

 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

O suff’ring Jesus, in these forty days. 
We view your sorrow, share in your distress. 

Our Lenten songs are filled with muted praise; 

Yet by your passion, we are truly blessed. 

We praise the Father! We praise you, the Son! 

We praise the Spirit, our God, Three in One. 

Prayer of Dedication  Caroline Guy 

Creator of all things, everything on earth is yours. We have nothing 

that can make you richer, for it all comes from you in the first place. 

What we have we bring. Receive and bless these gifts for your holy 

work, and bless those who offer them to you. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


*Hymn We Are One in the Spirit No. 300 

 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Congregational Response  No. 616 

Our God is an awesome God 

who reigns from heaven above 

with wisdom, power, and love; 

our God is an awesome God! 

(1st time, Choir; 2nd & 3rd time, All) 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 



 Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs  

 Laura Schelhammer, flute 

 Ann Carney, piano 

 James Martin, George Elledge, Caroline Guy, liturgists  

Acolyte: Claire Overcash, Olivia Overcash 

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox 

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Adrienne Jaquith 

Ushers: Don Ayers, Bob Cushman, Mitchell Davis, Brett Thompson, Linda 

Thompson, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Dana Hefner, Wells Hefner, Jack Hess, Leanne Royster 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Our liturgists today all have a connection to camp and conference 

ministry in some way. Ask them about it after worship! 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, 

contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, 

nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of February 22, 2024) 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org


Remember in Prayer 

• Cindy Fisher and her family, as her sister, Carolyn Sue Goodwin 

Schorr, entered the Church triumphant on February 15. 

• Katie Gravender, as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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