
 

A Service of Worship 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 3, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude          Nearer, My God, To Thee Lowell Mason 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you! 

Introit Jesus, We Are Here Patrick Matsikenyiri 

Call to Worship  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

One: Here we are today, gathered together with our church family, so 

we can worship God.  

Many: We are here to sing, to pray, to listen, to wonder, and to give 

thanks.  

One: And we are all here because of God.   

Many: For now is the time to make our way to the cross and follow 

Christ’s example. 
One: Now is the time to embrace trust and love for all of humanity.  

Many: Now is the time to give thanks, to unload our hearts, to share 

our lives, and to hear the stories told throughout the Lenten 

journey.  

All: So, since we are here, and God is here, may we embark on this 

journey and turn to worship God.    

Hymn  God Is Here! No. 409 



 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Bayer 

Holy God, we confess we have not been obedient to your will for us.  

We have sought justice for ourselves but neglected justice for others. 

We have insisted on our rights but have not lived rightly in our 

relationships. We have desired mercy for our sins, but we have not 

offered mercy to those who have sinned against us. By the power of 

your Holy Spirit free us from our sin. Help us to love as you have loved 

us that our lives may testify to your abounding grace though Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

Affirmation of Mercy  No. 447 

We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Our March Year of Justice theme is Women’s History. If 
you are worshiping with us online, you can click here for 

ways that you can explore women’s history with a faith 

https://conta.cc/3JrK72p


lens, including a few readaloud storybooks and an exploration of the 

story of Queen Esther.  

2. Our Lenten word for the day is “Here.” In this part of the story, Jesus 
tells his disciple John, to take Mary in as his own mother. One of the 

last things he does is to give them to each other, forming a new 

family. Listen to a readaloud of The Invisible String by Patricia Karst. 

In what ways are we all connected as family? 

3. It seems funny for us to sing a Christmas song at Easter, but Chris 

Tomlin’s song Emmanuel God With Us can help us think about this 

scripture in a new way. Jesus, God with us, who we celebrate coming 

into the world at Christmas, is now about the depart the world. He 

knows that they’ll need each other in a new way. At the same time, 
God never leaves us! Listen and sing along to this song and consider 

how God is with us.  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. Read the Hebrews scripture again, noticing that all of the 

pronouns are plural. God only asks us to do hard things together! 

How does it help you to know that you are not alone? 

b. Has anyone ever been “given” to you the way that Jesus gives 
John and his mother to each other? What was that like? What has 

it meant? 

c. What does it mean to be “here?” 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; God’s love is strong 

and it never ends. God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends. 
Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Hebrews 10:19-25 Dr. Bayer 

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary 

by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us 

through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a 

great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in 

full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 

conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold fast to 

the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised 

is faithful.  And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and 

good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auO15iesZTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9HcsERoxm8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9HcsERoxm8


Anthem Come By Here arr. Uzee Brown, Jr. 

 Chancel Choir 

Come by here, my Lord, come by here. 

O Lord, come by here. 

Someone needs you, Lord, come by here. 

O Lord, come by here. 

Someone's prayin’, Lord, come by here. 
O Lord, come by here. 

Someone's cryin’, Lord, come by here. 
O Lord, come by here. 

Second Reading John 19:26-27 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 

beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son."  Then he 

said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the 

disciple took her into his own home. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Here Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Nicene Creed 

  Rev. Odom 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Offertory O Sacred Head Now Wounded arr. Brian Childers 

 Chancel Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

O suff’ring Jesus, in these forty days. 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


We view your sorrow, share in your distress. 

Our Lenten songs are filled with muted praise; 

Yet by your passion, we are truly blessed. 

We praise the Father! We praise you, the Son! 

We praise the Spirit, our God, Three in One. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Bayer 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise . . . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Dr. Brown, Rev. Odom 

The Bread and the Cup  

Communion of the People 

The Prayer after Communion  Dr. Brown 

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness No. 39 



 



 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Congregational Response  No. 547 

  Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story; 
here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Postlude March in F Alexandre Guilmant 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

Worship Service Notes 



Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir  

 Chancel Ringers 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora  

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Lisa Kuszmar 

Ushers: Jenny Gates, Frank Graham, Tom Klecker, Craig Parrish, Carol 

Watkins, Bob Williamson, David Wooley 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Laurann Robertson 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. Also, find us on 

Instagram: @southmeckpres and Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to 

know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant - three year old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story interactively 

and engage with their peers. 

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, March 24 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian


Congregational Notes (as of February 29, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Janie Ramberger, hospitalized as a result of a car accident. 

• Warren Stenvall, and his upcoming back surgery on March 6. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

 
 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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