
 

A Service of Worship 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 10, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross arr. Cathy Moklebust 

 Gaudete Ringers 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you! 

Moment for Mission  Kathy Graham 

Introit Jesus, We Are Here Patrick Matsikenyiri 

Call to Worship   Davis Lee      

One: Sometimes we might wonder how we have gotten through 

difficult situations.  

Many: Jesus probably wondered this too as he cried these words from 

the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
One: But, even in times of distress, God does not forsake us.  

Many: God’s love, care, and concern reaches all.  
One: God has not come into the world in Jesus to condemn us.  

Many: Jesus has come into the world to live God’s love in the flesh.  
One: While the world is dim with injustice and the feeling of loneliness,  

Many: Jesus’ light of love illumines our path and creates a way forward.  
All: So, let us faithfully and confidently follow Jesus. Amen! 

Hymn God of the Sparrow No. 22 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Gracious God, we acknowledge and confess before you, our sins. We 

confess that we are easily led astray by our own desires, and we are 

reluctant to forgive those who offend us. We acknowledge too that we 

do not follow Jesus in all that we do. We love with condition. We judge 

and condemn. We do not turn to you as the source of our healing. 

Forgive us, we pray. Forgive our sins and empower us to be imitators 

of Christ in love and service. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom 

Affirmation of Mercy  No. 447 

We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Our Lenten word for today is “forsaken.” Jesus asked, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” We are reading Psalm 22 because 
Jesus was reciting a Psalm that he knew. These same words can be 

found in Psalm 22. What hymns, prayers, and scripture have you 

memorized? 



2. When I was little, my favorite book was Alexander and the Terrible, 

Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst. You can see and 

hear a read-aloud of it here. I think the reason I loved it so much was 

that it reminded me that other people have bad days too. I’m not 
comparing the day Jesus died to a regular bad day, but I do think that 

it’s important for us to know and understand that Jesus knew about 
all of our feelings—of being “forsaken,” sad, lonely, and hopeless. 
What do you notice about Alexander’s bad day? 

3. Play hide and seek. Make sure you take turns so that everyone gets 

to hide and to seek. As you play, think about how it feels to be lost 

and alone. What does it feel like to be found? What does it feel like 

to know that Jesus may have felt lost and alone too? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What are some songs or scriptures you know by heart like Jesus 

and his community knew the Psalms? 

b. What do you do when you feel alone and hopeless? 

c. Has God ever felt very near to you? What was that like? 

d. Has God ever felt very far from you? What was that like? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends. 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends. 
Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Psalm 22:1-15 Rev. Odom 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from 

helping me, from the words of my groaning?  O my God, I cry by day, 

but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest. Yet you are holy, 

enthroned on the praises of Israel.  In you our ancestors trusted; they 

trusted, and you delivered them.  To you they cried, and were saved; in 

you they trusted, and were not put to shame.  But I am a worm, and not 

human; scorned by others, and despised by the people.  All who see me 

mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;  "Commit 

your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— let him rescue the one in whom 

he delights!"  Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me 

safe on my mother's breast.  On you I was cast from my birth, and since 

my mother bore me you have been my God.  Do not be far from me, for 

trouble is near and there is no one to help.  Many bulls encircle me, 

strong bulls of Bashan surround me; they open wide their mouths at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hukeHQah4U


me, like a ravening and roaring lion.  I am poured out like water, and all 

my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my 

breast; my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to 

my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. 

 

Anthem Praise the One Who Makes Us One Tom Trenney 

 Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light. 

Praise the One who frees the prisoners, turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the Gospel, curing every dread disease. 

Calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word. 

Praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing two-edged sword. 

Praise the one who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand. 

From this well comes living water, quenching thirst in every land. 

 Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ, who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 

Praise the One redeeming glory. Praise the One who makes us one. 

Second Reading Psalm 22:19-31 Dr. Whitney Bayer 

But you, O Lord, do not be far away! O my help, come quickly to my 

aid!  Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the 

dog!  Save me from the mouth of the lion! From the horns of the wild 

oxen you have rescued me.  I will tell of your name to my brothers and 

sisters; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: You who fear 

the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe 

of him, all you offspring of Israel!  For he did not despise or abhor the 

affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from me, but heard 

when I cried to him.  From you comes my praise in the great 

congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him.  The poor 

shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord. May 

your hearts live forever!  All the ends of the earth shall remember and 

turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before 

him. For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the 

nations. To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for 

him.  Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the 

Lord, and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that 

he has done it. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Forsaken Dr. Bayer 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

 Dr. Brown 



I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Brown 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus arr. Molly Ijames 

 Ann Carney, recorder 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

O suff’ring Jesus, in these forty days. 
We view your sorrow, share in your distress. 

Our Lenten songs are filled with muted praise; 

Yet by your passion, we are truly blessed. 

We praise the Father! We praise you, the Son! 

We praise the Spirit, our God, Three in One. 

Prayer of Dedication  Sumner Martin 

Gracious God, as we offer our gifts, our tithes, and our offerings to 

you, may they be used to pass on the promise of hope, of peace, of 

life, and of community to all in need of your gifts and presence within 

their life. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days No. 166 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Bayer 

 Congregational Response  No. 547 

  Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story; 
here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Postlude Finale Jubilante Brenda Portman 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Gaudete Ringers, Helen Castle and Gayle Ireland, co-directors  

 Ann Carney, piano and recorder 

 Davis Lee, Sumner Martin, liturgists  

Acolyte: Ryan Wooley 

A/V Team: Brad Alford 

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Lillian McAnally 

Ushers: Andy Burke, Dick Engle, Charlie Metzler, Jon Myers, Linda Nagle 

Hanson, Jim Williams. 



Welcome Team: Kennedy Colson, Jack Hess, Kathy Rasimas, Paxton 

Sandeen 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members Sunday, March 24 at 11:30 a.m. To 

learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of March 7, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Warren Stenvall, as he recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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