
 

A Service of Worship 

Easter Sunday 

March 31, 2024 

Bulletins for both the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

services are below. SCROLL DOWN for the 

11:00 a.m. service bulletin. 

9:00 a.m. Service 

We Gather 

Prelude Hymn to Joy Michael Keller 

 Chancel Ringers, Festival Brass 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rebecca Guzman 

One: Christ is Risen!  

All: Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Introit Jesus Is Alive Cindy Berry 

 Clara Guzman, soprano; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Hear the joyous news today: He is risen! He is risen! 

Look! The stone is rolled away. Jesus is alive! 

Christ has won the victory, He is risen! He is risen! 

And for all eternity, Jesus is alive! 

Before that Easter morning, the world in sorrow lay. 

When Jesus Christ the Lord of all died one tearful day. 

They placed him in an empty tomb, but just as he had said, 

On that blessed Easter morn, He rose from the dead. 

Call to Worship   Adeline Bayer      

One: Morning has broken, but this morning is different.  

Many: The darkness is gone!  

One: The joy of the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ is with us. 



Many: We rejoice in the blessing God has poured into our lives. 

One: Out of the darkness of grief and despair comes a message of 

hope. Christ is Risen! 

Many: Christ is Risen Indeed! 

All: Let us worship our Risen Savior! Alleluia! Amen! 

Hymn Lift High the Cross No. 826 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the 

power of sin and death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt 

and fear, bound by ways that lead to death. We overlook the poor, 

the homeless, and the hungry, pass by those who are grieving, remain 

indifferent to calls for justice and peace, and take advantage of the 

earth you made. Forgive us, God of mercy. Fill us with your healing 

love, and help us to become the disciples that you need to serve in this 

world. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us 



new, so that we may know and experience the abundant life that is 

given to us in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today is the last in our series of posters. Our word 

for Easter is “Believe” and our poster today is a 
mosaic from several people. What does it mean to 

believe? How do you feel when you are believed? 

How about when you are not believed? 

2. One of the best books about Easter morning is Twas the Morning of 

Easter by Glenys Nellist. If you are worshiping from home, you can 

click here to listen to her read the story aloud. What do you think it 

was like to be Mary on Easter morning?  

3. No matter where you are worshiping, see if you can count the 

number of times we say, “Alleluia!” in worship today. Alleluia means 
“praise God!” Every Sunday is kind of like a little Easter, because we 
set aside time to praise God together, but on Easter Sunday, we 

remember especially that love always wins, and that makes us want 

to have a huge celebration! 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. Who are the "two men in dazzling clothes"?  What do they say? 

b. Who did the women go tell? How did they respond? 

c. What did you notice in this Bible passage that you have not 

noticed before? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

First Reading Psalm 118:1-4, 19-24 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures 

forever!  Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures forever."  Let the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVkyKw0X1pE


house of Aaron say, "His steadfast love endures forever."  Let those who 

fear the Lord say, "His steadfast love endures forever." 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them 

and give thanks to the Lord.  This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous 

shall enter through it.  I thank you that you have answered me and have 

become my salvation.  The stone that the builders rejected has become 

the chief cornerstone.  This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our 

eyes.  This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad 

in it. 

Second Reading Luke 24:1-12 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, 

taking the spices that they had prepared.  They found the stone rolled 

away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the 

body.  While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in 

dazzling clothes stood beside them.  The women were terrified and 

bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do 

you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 

risen.   Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the 

Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on 

the third day rise again." Then they remembered his words, and 

returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the 

rest.  Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 

and the other women with them who told this to the apostles.  But 

these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 

them.  But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 

he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at 

what had happened. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Believe Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Anthem Howard Helvey 

 Chancel Choir, Festival Brass 

Come, ye faithful, raise the anthem,  

cleave the skies with shouts of praise; 

Sing to Him who found the ransom, Ancient of eternal Days, 

God of God, the Word incarnate, whom the heaven of heaven obeys. 

There, for us and our redemption, see him all his life-blood pour, 

There he wins our full salvation, dies that we may die no more; 

Then, arising, lives for ever, reigning where he was before. 

High on yon celestial mountains stands his gem-built throne, all bright, 

Midst unending alleluias bursting from the sons of light; 

Zion's people tell his praises, victor after hard-won fight. 

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, 

Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One, 

Consubstantial, co-eternal, while unending ages run. 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Evan Williams 

Holy God, through your Son, gloriously risen, the obstacles that 

separate us are opened and we are drawn into communion with you. 

Grateful for your faithfulness, awed by an empty tomb, and trusting 

that we, too, will see the Risen One revealed in our love for one 

another and through the ministry we share, we offer our whole selves 

to you and to your service for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today No. 232 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Choral Response Hallelujah Chorus G. F. Handel 

 Chancel Choir and Friends; Festival Brass 

Postlude Symphony No. 5: "Toccata" C. M. Widor 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Service of Worship 

Easter Sunday 

March 31, 2024 

11:00 a.m. Service 

We Gather 

Prelude Hymn to Joy Michael Keller 

 Chancel Ringers, Festival Brass 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rebecca Guzman 

One: Christ is Risen!  

All: Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Introit Jesus Is Alive Cindy Berry 

 Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Hear the joyous news today: He is risen! He is risen! 

Look! The stone is rolled away. Jesus is alive! 

Christ has won the victory, He is risen! He is risen! 

And for all eternity, Jesus is alive! 

Before that Easter morning, the world in sorrow lay. 

When Jesus Christ the Lord of all died one tearful day. 

They placed him in an empty tomb, but just as he had said, 

On that blessed Easter morn, He rose from the dead. 

Call to Worship   Mia Smigiel      

One: Morning has broken, but this morning is different.  

Many: The darkness is gone!  

One: The joy of the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ is with us. 

Many: We rejoice in the blessing God has poured into our lives. 

One: Out of the darkness of grief and despair comes a message of 

hope. Christ is Risen! 

Many: Christ is Risen Indeed! 



All: Let us worship our Risen Savior! Alleluia! Amen! 

Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today No. 232 

 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the 

power of sin and death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt 

and fear, bound by ways that lead to death. We overlook the poor, 

the homeless, and the hungry, pass by those who are grieving, remain 

indifferent to calls for justice and peace, and take advantage of the 

earth you made. Forgive us, God of mercy. Fill us with your healing 

love, and help us to become the disciples that you need to serve in this 

world. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us 

new, so that we may know and experience the abundant life that is 

given to us in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 



Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

5. Today is the last in our series of posters. Our word for 

Easter is “Believe” and our poster today is a mosaic 
from several people. What does it mean to believe? 

How do you feel when you are believed? How about 

when you are not believed? 

6. One of the best books about Easter morning is Twas the Morning of 

Easter by Glenys Nellist. If you are worshiping from home, you can 

click here to listen to her read the story aloud. What do you think it 

was like to be Mary on Easter morning?  

7. No matter where you are worshiping, see if you can count the 

number of times we say, “Alleluia!” in worship today. Alleluia means 
“praise God!” Every Sunday is kind of like a little Easter, because we 
set aside time to praise God together, but on Easter Sunday, we 

remember especially that love always wins, and that makes us want 

to have a huge celebration! 

8. Journal, considering the following: 

a. Who are the "two men in dazzling clothes"?  What do they say? 

b. Who did the women go tell? How ddi they respond? 

c. What did you notice in this Bible passage that you have not 

noticed before? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Psalm 118:1-4, 19-24 Rev. Odom 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures 

forever!  Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures forever."  Let the 

house of Aaron say, "His steadfast love endures forever."  Let those who 

fear the Lord say, "His steadfast love endures forever." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVkyKw0X1pE


Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them 

and give thanks to the Lord.  This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous 

shall enter through it.  I thank you that you have answered me and have 

become my salvation.  The stone that the builders rejected has become 

the chief cornerstone. This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our 

eyes.  This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad 

in it. 

Anthem Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Anthem Howard Helvey 

 Chancel Choir, Festival Brass 

Come, ye faithful, raise the anthem,  

cleave the skies with shouts of praise; 

Sing to Him who found the ransom, Ancient of eternal Days, 

God of God, the Word incarnate, whom the heaven of heaven obeys. 

There, for us and our redemption, see him all his life-blood pour, 

There he wins our full salvation, dies that we may die no more; 

Then, arising, lives for ever, reigning where he was before. 

High on yon celestial mountains stands his gem-built throne, all bright, 

Midst unending alleluias bursting from the sons of light; 

Zion's people tell his praises, victor after hard-won fight. 

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, 

Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One, 

Consubstantial, co-eternal, while unending ages run. 

Second Reading Luke 24:1-12 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, 

taking the spices that they had prepared.  They found the stone rolled 

away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the 

body.  While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in 

dazzling clothes stood beside them.  The women were terrified and 

bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do 

you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 

risen.  Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the 

Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on 

the third day rise again."  Then they remembered his words, and 

returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the 

rest.  Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 

and the other women with them who told this to the apostles.  But 

these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 

them.  But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 

he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at 

what had happened. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Believe Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

  Dr. Whitney Bayer 



I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Come, Christians, Join to Sing arr. Craig Curry 

 Jubilate Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Come, Christians, join to sing: Alleluia! Amen! 

Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen! 

Let all, with heart and voice, before His throne rejoice; 

praise is His gracious choice: Alleluia! Amen! 

Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen! 

Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! 

He is our guide and friend, to us He'll condescend; 

His love shall never end: Alleluia! Amen! 

Alleluia! Come, all Christians, join to sing: Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Sing your praise to Christ, our King: Alleluia! 

Praise yet our Christ again: Alleluia! Amen! 

Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen! 

On heaven's blissful shore His goodness we'll adore, 

singing forevermore: Alleluia! Sing Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen! 

Christians join to sing: Alleluia, Amen! 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Blake Randle 

Holy God, through your Son, gloriously risen, the obstacles that 

separate us are opened and we are drawn into communion with you. 

Grateful for your faithfulness, awed by an empty tomb, and trusting 

that we, too, will see the Risen One revealed in our love for one 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


another and through the ministry we share, we offer our whole selves 

to you and to your service for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn Lift High the Cross No. 826 

 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Choral Response Hallelujah Chorus G. F. Handel 

 Chancel Choir and Friends; Festival Brass 

Postlude Symphony No. 5: "Toccata" C. M. Widor 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

 



Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs  

 Jubilate Choir 

 Chancel Ringers 

Festival Brass: Kyle Gavagan, trumpet I; Patrick Butler, trumpet II; Rosy 

Faires, horn; Justin Austenfeld, trombone I; Austin Vogelsang, 

trombone II; Charles Smith, timpani  

 Blythe Kinsey, piano 

 Mia Smigiel, Blake Randle, liturgists  

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case 

Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Phil Eatherton, Bjorn Hansen, 

Linda Nagle Hanson, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Curt Ireland, Tom Klecker, Kathy Rasimas 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Congregational Notes (as of March 28, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Scott Snyder, as he prepares for surgery on April 1. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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