
 

A Service of Worship 

 Good Shepherd Sunday 

April 21, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Chorale Prelude (Psalm 23:4) Douglas Wagner 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me. 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit My Shepherd Will Supply My Need Isaac Watts 

Call to Worship   Eamon Palmer     

One: We gather together in the presence of the Good Shepherd,   

Many: who cares for us, who calls each of us by name, and who lays 

down his life for us. 

One: We gather together in the presence of the Good Shepherd, 

Many: who has created us, who sustains us, and who redeems us. 

One: We gather together in the presence of the Good Shepherd, 

Many: who walks beside us in good times and bad, and who calls us to 

follow. 

One: We gather together in the presence of the Good Shepherd, 

Many: whose goodness and love never stop pursuing us. 

All: This is the God we have come to worship! Let’s worship Him 
together! 

Hymn Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud No. 11 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Savior God, you guide us, but we are slow to follow and stubborn. You 

welcome us to your fold, but we make others feel as if they don’t 
belong. Forgive our life-alienating ways, our exclusion and judgment; 

the way we evaluate and compare, demean and degrade. Redeem us. 

Restore us. Help us be faithful as your flock. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Dr. Bayer 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 



Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. We are continuing to talk about the questions that you asked! Here 

are two for today: “How do we know God is real?” and “How is it 
possible that God is always there?” Here’s a vocabulary word: 
omnipresence. The omnipresence of God is a theological concept 

that affirms God is everywhere, all the time. How is this possible? And 

how do we know God is real? Both of these questions have a similar 

answer: faith. We cannot prove that God is real, and we can’t prove 
that God is everywhere all the time, but we can experience God. 

2. Our Year of Justice theme for April is Earth Day. Lots of Christians like 

to think about Earth Day as a reminder that God trusted us to care for 

all of creation. The Year of Justice gives some options including a book 

to read together, questions for conversation, and lots of idea for what 

to do together. There’s also a link to this website, which has great 

ideas for celebrating Earth Day every day.  

3. Make a sheep craft! You can come up with an easy one on your own 

using cotton balls and whatever you have around your house or you 

can print and cut out this one. Just glue the sheep to the bottom of 

the staff. Hang up your craft to remind you that Jesus knows and loves 

you as a Good Shepherd. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What does Jesus say is the difference between the hired hand and 

the Good Shepherd? 

b. What does it mean that Jesus knows his own and his own know 

him? What does that mean to you? 

c. Who are your shepherds? Who is your Shepherd? 

Presentation of Bibles to Third Graders 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Psalm 23 Dr. Bayer 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in 

green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He 

leads me in right paths for his name's sake.  Even though I walk through 

the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your 

staff— they comfort me.  You prepare a table before me in the presence 

of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely 

https://myemail-api.constantcontact.com/Year-of-Justice-for-April--.html?soid=1119736476347&aid=uTGYag_bLIA
https://scdhec.gov/environment/make-every-day-earth-day
https://www.kgmcrafts.com/support-files/goodshepherd.pdf


goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 

dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

 

Anthem Gentle Shepherd Molly Ijames 

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Gentle Shepherd, lead us onward: we have need of nothing more; 

By still waters, through green pastures, You our weary souls restore. 

Gentle Shepherd, for Your glory, guide us safely to our home, 

With Your staff to draw us closer when our hearts begin to roam. 

Gentle Shepherd, when we wander through the valley of despair 

And the darkness overwhelms us, You are ever watching there. 

Gentle Shepherd, Voice of Comfort, calling through the night and cold, 

With Your rod of sweet correction, turn Your sheep back to the fold. 

Gentle Shepherd, oh what mercy! You became the sacrifice, 

Laid Your life down in submission when no lamb could pay the price. 

Gentle Shepherd, interceding, leading us through righteous ways, 

Till we reach the upper pasture, where we’ll live for endless days. 

Second Reading John 10: 11-18 Dr. Brown 

 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep.  The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and 

the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  The hired hand runs away 

because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.  I 

have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 

and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 

shepherd.  For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my 

life in order to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 

to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father." 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Recognition Dr. Brown 

 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Apostles’ Creed 

 Dr. Bayer 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 



catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us arr. Robert J. Powell 

 Ann Carney, recorder 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Ben Bickett 

Thank you, Lord, for making us yours and caring for us like a good 

shepherd cares for their sheep. Help us to hear the call from our Good 

Shepherd and follow in Christ’s way of love. Receive these gifts today 
and use them to draw us closer to you, God, and to each other, in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.   

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn The King of Love My Shepherd Is No. 802 

 (stanzas 1-4) 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Congregational Response 

 The King of Love My Shepherd Is No. 802 

 (stanza 6) 

Postlude Recessional (Psalm 67: 4) Douglas Wagner 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples 

with equity and guide the nations upon earth.  

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  



 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Ann Carney, piano, recorder 

 Eamon Palmer, Ben Bickett, liturgists  

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case 

Ushers: Don Ayers, Andrew Brown, Dick Engle, Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, 

Bjorn Hansen 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Jennifer Hurlburt, Kasia Hurlburt 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members Sunday, April 28 at 9:15 a.m. To 

learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of April 18, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Judy Casey and family, as C.W. Casey entered the Church triumphant 

on April 12. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org


• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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