
 

A Service of Worship 

 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

April 28, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Prelude on “Slane” Paul Fey 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought R. V. Williams 

Call to Worship   Madi Jenkins     

One: God is the True Vine,  

Many: and we are the branches.   

One: Connected to God and to each other.  

Many: Connected to bear fruit.  

One: Connected to bear love, justice, and joy.   

Many: We come to worship God, who is the True Vine.  

All: God, teach us how to remain connected so that we might bear 

good fruit! 

Hymn Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee No. 611 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Gracious God, our hearts are restless until they find their home in you. 

Forgive our pursuit of things that separate us from you. We pursue 

success, realizing it will never be enough. We desire more possessions, 

knowing they are empty. We turn toward the world and hope we will 

find peace, knowing the world cannot provide it. Forgive us, we pray, 

and may our wandering hearts find their rest in you alone. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Dr. Bayer 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 



Sacrament of Baptism 

Madison Rayne Jenkins 

Emma James Jenkins 

 Children of Nicole and Jimmy Jenkins 

 Representing the Session: Lisa Kuszmar 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Listen to this song. Maybe you will sing along. Compare the lyrics of 

the song to the scriptures for today. What’s similar? What’s 
different? 

2. Go outside and look for a vine. What can looking at the vine teach 

you about this scripture passage? 

3. Print and color this page that illustrates our verse. In each of the 

leaves, write or draw the names of people who are part of your faith 

story. Put your name on a leaf too! For example, perhaps your 

parents, mentors, church friends, and others. What does it mean that 

Jesus is the vine and we are the branches? 

4. Check out a word search, decoder, and coloring page for the passage. 

If you are worshiping in person, some of these are on the worship 

cart! 

5. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What stood out for you in this story? 

b. Who is the vine in the story? Who are the branches? 

c. Who is on your vine? 

d. What does it mean to “abide” in Jesus? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7 Dr. Bayer 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My 

beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.  He dug it and cleared it of 

stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the 

midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, 

but it yielded wild grapes.  And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and 

people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.  What more was 

there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected 

it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?  And now I will tell you 

what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07nI8uLwmNo
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGDJhUiTfA/vX9s65KoEJligdXkSPiuTA/view?utm_content=DAGDJhUiTfA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/vine-and-the-branches-3
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/vine-and-the-branches-1
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/true-vine


devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  I 

will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be 

overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that 

they rain no rain upon it.  For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 

house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he 

expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 

 

Anthem I Am the Vine Allen Pote 

Chancel Choir; Laura Schelhammer, flute; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

I am the vine and you are the branches, 

Abide in me and I will abide in you. 

Then you will bear much fruit for without me you can do nothing, 

Abide in me I will abide in you. 

As the Father has loved me, so I love you. 

Go then and love one another. 

Keep this commandment, for no greater love have you, 

Than to lay down your life for your friends. 

I am the vine and you are the branches, 

Abide in me and I will abide in you. 

Love one another as I have loved you. 

I am the vine, you are the branches, 

Go then and bear much fruit, 

Go abide in my love. 

Second Reading John 15:1-8 Dr. Brown 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 

to make it bear more fruit.  You have already been cleansed by the word 

that I have spoken to you.  Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you unless you abide in me.  I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 

who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like 

a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned.  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  My Father is glorified 

by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Viticulture Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Confession of 1967, 9.54-56 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city, 

the household of God,  a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, and 

an unending day culminate in the image of the kingdom. The kingdom 

represents God’s triumph over all that resists the divine will and 

disrupts God’s creation. Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in 



the world, stirring hope in all people and preparing the world to 

receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. 

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present 

tasks and strives for a better world. It does not identify limited 

progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the 

face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church 

looks beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of God. 

“Now to him who by the power within us is able to do far more 
abundantly than all we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and 

in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory On Eagles' Wings arr. Joel Raney 

 Laura Schelhammer, flute 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology  No. 712 

In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today, 

to serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way. 
O God who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son, 

help us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done.  

Prayer of Dedication  Emma Jenkins 

 Holy God, we ask that you abide within us. Transform us into 
branches of your love. Help us to bear fruit that feeds and nourishes a 

world hungry for your good news. May these gifts presented today 

help us live in you and live as your abiding presence in the world. 

Amen.    

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn Be Thou My Vision No. 450 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Congregational Response  No. 712 

A world in need now summons us to labor, love, and give, 

to make our life an offering that all may truly live. 

The church of Christ is calling us to make the dream come true: 

a world redeemed by Christ-like love, all life in Christ made new. 

Postlude Toccata on “Hymn to Joy” Paul Fey 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Laura Schelhammer, flute 

   Blythe Kinsey, piano 

 Madi Jenkins, Emma Jenkins, liturgists  

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox 



Deacon/Elder of the Day: David Gaines 

Ushers: Curt Ireland, Tom Klecker, Judy Jones, Charlie Metzler, Craig 

Parrish, Jim Williams 

Welcome Team: Chuck Griffiths, Lina Griffiths, Jack Hess 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members Sunday, May 26 at 11:30 a.m. To 

learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of April 25, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Cathy Janney, as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org


 
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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