
 

A Service of Worship 

Day of Pentecost 

May 19, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Tongues of Fire (Pentecost Dance) Alfred V. Fedak 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rebecca Guzman 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit As the Wind Song No. 292 

 (stanza 1: Reid Cook, tenor; stanza 2: All) 



 



 

Call to Worship   Shay Soderlund     

One: Come, Holy Spirit. Ignite our hearts with joy!  

Many: For God has done wondrous things for us.  

One: Come, Holy Spirit. Fill us with the power of rushing wind that we 

may faithfully serve you in all that we do.  

Many: For Christ has called us and blessed us!  

One: Come, Holy Spirit. Be with us today. 

All: Help us to boldly proclaim that Christ is risen! 

Hymn Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us No. 280 



 



 
Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rebecca Guzman 

We aren’t ready, Lord. It is easier for us to hide in the upper rooms of 
our lives, to let the world go by and not acknowledge your presence. 

But you have challenged us to come alive again with your love and 

words of healing mercy. Forgive our hesitant witness and our 

complacent spirits. Heal our fears and our wounds. Help us to be 

agents of healing and hope for others. Challenge and inspire us to 

overcome our feelings of inadequacy and remind us that you have 

called us beloved and have given us what we need to proclaim your 

Good News. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Rebecca Guzman 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today is Pentecost! Listen to a readaloud of The Day 

When God Made Church by Rebekah Hutto. There 

are lots of ways we can celebrate the coming of the 

Holy Spirit and the beginning of the church, like…. 
2. Celebrate the church’s birthday. Sometimes, since 

this is the day when God made church, we have birthday cake and 

sing happy birthday to the church! If you are worshiping in person, 

we invite you to stay for some Pentecost trivia after the service. 

3. Consider the Holy Spirit. Maybe you will fly a kite or hang a windsock 

and think about how the Holy Spirit is like wind. Maybe you and your 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUjt2iKPaF0


family will light a candle or have a fire and think about how the Holy 

Spirit is like fire. Maybe you will make an origami dove and think 

about how the Holy Spirit is like a dove. 

4. Learn how to say “I love you” in a new language. In the story, the 
people were speaking different languages, but they were able to 

understand each other! This video teaches you how to say, “I love 
you!” in 60 languages. 

5. Journal, considering the following: 

a. I wonder what it was like to be a disciple that day. 

b. I wonder what it would have been like to be able to speak another 

language all of the sudden. 

c. If this happened today, I wonder what our reaction would be? 

d. How do we hear God speak to us today? 

e. How do we see God acting through the Holy Spirit today? 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Cayden Jones 

 Child of Nick and Bree Jones 

 Representing the Session: Curtis Guy 

 Representing the children: Caroline Angerer 

Baptismal Response  

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign, 

with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came. 

Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

First Reading Romans 8:22-27 Dr. Bayer 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until 

now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 

fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 

is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?  But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  Likewise the Spirit 

helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  And God, 

who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 

the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

Anthem African Spirit Song Victor Johnson 

Chancel Choir; Sandra Carr, soloist 

Come, Holy Spirit, lead us with Your mighty power, 

Fill now our hearts and souls with Your consuming fire. 

Come, Holy Spirit,  lead us with Your mighty power, 

Come, Holy Spirit, O Holy Spirit, come! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YajnsShr1lA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJY6y5XfBR8


O Spirit of the living God, O light and fire divine, 

Descend upon your church once more, and make it wholly Thine. 

Second Reading Acts 2:1-13 Dr. Bayer 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place.  And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of 

a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Now 

there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 

each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 

native language?  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in 

our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of 

power."  All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What 

does this mean?"  But others sneered and said, "They are filled with 

new wine." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Come, Holy Spirit Dr. Bayer 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison) From: A Brief Statement of Faith 

 Dr. Bayer 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of 

life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 

ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with 

all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith 

and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word 

proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the 

bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all 

ministries of the church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives 

us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to 

Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others 

for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ 

in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch 

for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 



. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory With the Help of the Spirit of the Lord Jayne S. Cool 

 Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs; Ann Carney, piano 

With the help of the Spirit of the Lord, I will bring good news to the poor. 

With the help of the Spirit of the Lord, I will heal the brokenhearted. 

With the help of the Spirit of the Lord, I will set the captives free, 

Help the blind to see, declare God’s liberty, 
with the help of the Spirit of the Lord. 

I will comfort those who mourn; I will give them joy and gladness; 

I will give them songs of praise to sing, 

with the help of the Spirit of the Lord. 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Caroline Angerer 

Holy God, we ask that you pour your Spirit upon these gifts and 

offerings. Send them into the world as a sign and song of your joyous 

work of love. May the offering of our whole lives be a living witness 

to your abundant love. Amen.   

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn There's a Sweet, Sweet Spirit No. 408 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 



 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Bayer 

Choral Response Jesus Loves Me William Bradbury 

 (first time: Alleluia Choir; second time in English: All) 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes Jesus loves me! 

The Bible tells me so. 

As part of our partnership with the OFCB School in Bayonnais, Haiti, our 

Alleluia Choir and the kindergarteners in Haiti have learned “Jesus Loves 
Me” in English and French. Our children were blessed to see and hear the 
children in Haiti sing this beloved hymn and, in return, a video from 

today’s worship will be sent to Bayonnais. 

Postlude Partita on “Ebenezer”: V. Toccata Benjamin M. Culli 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs 

 Reid Cook, soloist 

 Sandra Carr, soloist 

 Ann Carney, piano 

 Shay Soderlund, Caroline Angerer, liturgists  

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes 

Ushers: Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Donna Podgorny, Gwen Volker, Carol 

Watkins, Bob Williamson 

Welcome Team: Kathy Galati, Dana Hefner, Wells Hefner 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org


• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members Sunday, May 26 at 11:00 a.m. To 

learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of May 16, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

 
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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