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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Service of Worship

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 14, 2024
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed

We Gather
Prelude Processional Martin Shaw
Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown

The Lord be with you. And also with you!

Moment for Mission Andrew Brown

Introit Seek Ye First Karen Lafferty

Call to Worship Reid Cook

One: Lord God, Maker of heaven and earth, we gather together in your
name.

Many: We come as living sacrifices, to offer you our worship and
thanksgiving, our praise and our prayers.

One: Come among us, Lord. Through the power of your Holy Spirit,
transform our hearts and minds

All: so that we may recognize your presence, hear your voice, know
your will, and walk in your way. Amen.

Hymn 35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN
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Prayer of Confession (unison) Rev. Lindsey Odom

Holy God, we know we have fallen short. We turn our backs when we
could embrace. We remain silent when we could speak and advocate
for others. We speak when we could listen. We close the door when
we could fling it wide open. We judge when we could seek
understanding. We cling onto what we have when we could give and
share. Forgive us, O God, for being so very human at times, and help
us continue to grow into the people you created us to be. Heal our
broken, imperfect hearts. Give us the energy, intelligence,
imagination, and love to be your people in all we say and do. Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom

Response of Praise Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

We Hear and Respond to the Word



Sacrament of Baptism
Colby Nutter
Representing the Session: Gayle Ireland

Church Family Moment Emily Brown
For the next five weeks, we will focus on scriptures that we will explore
at Vacation Bible School! This week: Luke 2:41-52 —

1. Listen to a readaloud of Ada Twist, Scientist. On the
storypath website, Joshua Andrzejewski reminds us
that “one of the lifelong qualities that defines Jesus xrg,ﬂw
is his curiosity and willingness to explore. In this
passage, we see him as a child, drawn to the Temple, where he asks
questions of the teachers... Ada Twist has lots and lots of questions
that help her to understand the world better. Even when things don’t
go as she’s planned, she still learns something by exploring and
investigating.” How can you be curious like Jesus, and like Ada?

2. Play hide and seek, sardines version. In this version, one person hides,
and everyone else tries to find them. Once they are found, the second
person hides with them, and so on until the last person finds the
group. Think about what it would have been like to be Mary and
Joseph looking for Jesus! What would it have been like to be Jesus?

3. Print out and complete a crossword, word search, or decoder.

4. Act out the story with narration. This is always a fun way to think
about a story!

5. Journal, considering the following:

a. What did you like about the story?
b. What do you know about Passover?
c. What do you think Mary and Joseph were thinking when Jesus

was lost?
d. How do you think the people in the temple felt?
Children’s Liturgy Emily Brown

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the sermon.

Prayer for lllumination Rev. Odom

First Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18, 25; 4:10 Rev. Odom
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

25 For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's
weakness is stronger than human strength.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A41-52&version=CEB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAmEQ2deJQQ
https://storypath.upsem.edu/lectionary-links-rcl-december-30-2018/
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-in-the-temple-1
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-in-temple
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-in-the-temple-2

4:10 We are fools for the sake of Christ, but you are wise in Christ. We

are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in

disrepute.

Anthem Thou Art Worthy arr. Jack Schrader
Summer Singers

Thou art worthy, O Lord,

To receive glory and honor and power.
For thou hast created all things;
And for Thy pleasure, they are created,
For Thou art worthy, O Lord.

Second Reading 2 Samuel 6:1-21 Dr. Brown
David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty
thousand. David and all the people with him set out and went from
Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by
the name of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. They
carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of
Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab,
were driving the new cart with the ark of God; and Ahio went in front
of the ark. David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the
Lord with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and
tambourines and castanets and cymbals. When they came to the
threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out his hand to the ark of God
and took hold of it, for the oxen shook it. The anger of the Lord was
kindled against Uzzah; and God struck him there because he reached
out his hand to the ark; and he died there beside the ark of God. David
was angry because the Lord had burst forth with an outburst upon
Uzzah; so that place is called Perez-uzzah, to this day. David was afraid
of the Lord that day; he said, "How can the ark of the Lord come into
my care?" So David was unwilling to take the ark of the Lord into his
care in the city of David; instead David took it to the house of Obed-
edom the Gittite. The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-
edom the Gittite three months; and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and
all his household. It was told King David, "The Lord has blessed the
household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of the
ark of God." So David went and brought up the ark of God from the
house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing; and when those
who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and
a fatling. David danced before the Lord with all his might; David was
girded with a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought
up the ark of the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the
trumpet. As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal
daughter of Saul looked out of the window, and saw King David leaping
and dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart. They
brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place, inside the tent that
David had pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings
of well-being before the Lord. When David had finished offering the



burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in
the name of the Lord of hosts, and distributed food among all the
people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a
cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the
people went back to their homes. David returned to bless his
household. But Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David,
and said, "How the king of Israel honored himself today, uncovering
himself today before the eyes of his servants' maids, as any vulgar
fellow might shamelessly uncover himself!" David said to Michal, "It
was before the Lord, who chose me in place of your father and all his
household, to appoint me as prince over Israel, the people of the Lord,
that | have danced before the Lord.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon Choreography Dr. Brown
*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Apostle’s Creed
Rev. Odom

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom
... (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory We Abide Mark Miller

When we burn with a holy desire,

To fulfill everything that God requires,
Making justice together, walking close to each other,
Reaching past all the things that divide,
Humbly offering kindness,

Seeking hope and forgiveness,

We abide in God’s love, we abide.

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,


https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Reid Cook
Lord, you are the giver of every good gift. Accept these offerings we
pray, that through them, we may do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with you, our Sovereign God. Amen.

We Go Out to Serve
*Hymn 157 I Danced In the Morning LORD OF THE DANCE
(stanzas 1-4)
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I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
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and TI'll lead you all in the dance, said he.
Charge and Benediction Dr. Brown
No. 157

Congregational Response
They cut me down and I leapt up high.

I am the life that will never, never die.
I'll live in you if you'll live in me,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
Dance then, wherever you may be;
| am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he.

Postlude Postlude on “Lobe Den Herren" John Dixon

Worship Service Notes

Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Emily Brown, Children’s Spiritual Formation committee
Summer Singers
Reid Cook, liturgist

A/V Team: Brad Alford

Summer Organ Sidekick: Harper Price

Ushers: Bob Cushman, Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Tom Klecker, Donna

Podgorny, Bob Williamson

Welcome Team: Jack Hess

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we



want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality
and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly
devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church
activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know:

e Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means
wiggles!

e We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage
in worship. Please return the totes after the service.

e Thereis a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff
who are happy to keep your infant — three-year-old safe.

e Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade.
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after
the sermon.

e A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers
who wish to have privacy while nursing.

e During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is
more space to move around if your little one becomes restless.

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our
Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, July 28 at 11:30
a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and
Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

Congregational Notes (as of July 10, 2024)

Remember in Prayer

e Chuck and Lina Griffiths and their family, as Chuck’s brother entered
the Church triumphant on July 7.

e Judy Casey, as she recovers from surgery.

e Rebecca, Rafael and Clara Guzman, as they enjoy rest and respite
while on Rebecca’s sabbatical.

e All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza.

e All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.

e QOur mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos
that has enveloped their country.

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:
prayer@SMPChome.org.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-735003. All rights reserved.


https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

8601 Bryant Farms Road, Charlotte, NC 28277, 704-544-0404
PO Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 28271
smpchome.org
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WELCOME!

After worship, we hope you'll join us for lemonade and cookies outside between
the sanctuary and chapel buildings. Come meet friends old and new! Registry
pads are located on your pew. Please sign and pass to your neighbor and
perhaps speak to someone you haven't met!

‘FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 2020-2025 SANCTUARY
FUND’ CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

We have completed year FOUR of our five-year From Strength to L ht}
Strength 2020-2025 Sanctuary Fund capital campaign, and our goal /’ piom
of paying off our sanctuary mortgage is within reach! Remaining ./ jﬁ',fr””m.‘f'-
mortgage payments total $982,688, and Sanctuary Fund cashon % STRENGTH -
hand PLUS expected receipts on pledges over the next year total N
$951,362, leaving a shortfall of $31,326—less than 1% of our ‘

campaign goal of $3.25 million!

Thank you to the 220 SMPC families that have pledged to this campaign, and the

additional 47 families that have made unpledged gifts. To join these families in

supporting the campaign:

* Scan the QR code to make an online gift and select the
“Strength to Strength” fund.

« Contribute via check with “Strength to Strength” on the memo
line.

« To gift stock or securities, contact Mary Katheryne Zagora,
mkzagora@smpchome.org for transfer instructions.

Thank you for prayerfully considering supporting this campaign. Our goal of paying
for our beautiful sanctuary and being mortgage-free is in sight!

FUN READ!

It's the halfway point in Director of Spiritual Formation
Rebecca Guzman’s three-month sabbatical! Read about how it's
going and see some pictures Rebecca shared by going to
smpchome.org/newsroom or scanning the QR code on the left

UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS

SMPC's Men's Softball

mﬂnﬂﬂy SMPC Fields

JU l 15 The SMPC Men's Softball team plays about twice a week through
July. Check the church calendar for more game dates. If you would

715 |]_||‘|_ like to join in on the fun this summer, contact Jimmy Galati,
jamesgalati63@yahoo.com.

A Caregiver's Journey
tuesuav McQueen Room

JUI_ 16 Finding meaning and purpose as you care for a loved one with
Alzheimer’s or dementia. Facilitated by Kathy Garner (Alzheimer’'s
1:00 p.m. -  Association). Contact: Whitney Bayer, whitney@smpchome.org.

2:30 p.m.

SMPC Youth Waffle Cone Wednesday
Wednesdav Coldstone Creamery, Blakeney, Rising 6th through Graduated

JU'_ ‘|7 12th Grades

Join us for a short devotional and sweet treat! Contact: Lindsey
6:00 p.m. - Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

7:00 p.m.
thursday  Beginning to Ring!

Sanctuary

JUI- 18 Join us on Thursdays this summer to learn to play the handbells! No
need to RSVP - just come! Contact: Zach Bowyer,

10:00a.m. zach@smpchome.org.




Food for Thought Book Grou
tnursuav McQueen Roo?n J
JU[ 18 We're discussing Edge of Summer by Viola Shipman. All are
welcome, Contact: Kathy Paquette, khesspaquette@aol.com.
12:30 p.m.

i Friday Morning Men’s Group
"mav Chapel 206
JUI_ 19 This group meets on the first and third Fridays of every month.
They are reading the book For the Glory: The Untold and Inspiring
7'3[] da.m. - Story of Eric Liddell, Hero of Chariots of Fire by Duncan Hamilton.
830 a.m. All are welcome. Contact: Curt Ireland, irelandcurtisO0@gmail.com

Center of Hope Breakfast
satumay We cook and serve breakfast to Center of Hope ®
JUI. 20 guests on the third Saturday of every month. Go to PN
smpchome.org > Serve our Community to sign up ( e
or scan QR code. Contact: Bob Williamson,
bobwill31@hotmail.com.

—

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT SMPC
: Monday, July 22 -
Thursday, July 25
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
VBS: Ages 3-4th grade
smpchome.org/vacation-bible-school
Volunteer Register for VBS

FACES OF FAITH
Enjoy getting to know SMPC member Bob Williamson!

Name: Bob Williamson

Family: Wife, Donna Podgorny, and three adult
children (who live in far away states) and four
grandkids

Years at SMPC: We first came to SMPC in 2004 when
we arrived in Charlotte and became members in
2008.

What brought you to SMPC? | drove past the church and then went back that
Sunday: in Matt's sermon he mentioned reasons for people to come to SMPC and
said, “and some people just drive past and stop in,” so | knew he was talking to me!!
A few months later our daughter who was in high school at the time joined me and
became an active member of the youth group. We were hooked!

How have you found connection at SMPC? We attended an evening couples’
event early on and have found great friendships since then through Bible studies,
social events, volunteer opportunities and coffee hours.

You help organize the Center of Hope Breakfast each month. What got you
started in this ministry and how can we get involved? Donna attended a Center
of Hope breakfast event and shamed me into getting up early the next Saturday,
then when the previous coordinator moved away | stepped in to continue the
program, now more than 20 years old. You know it is a valued service by the
community at Center of Hope and it helps connect us to a different segment of the
community. It's a small effort for a large impact.

We need 5 to 7 on site volunteers each third Saturday morning, and anyone can
donate food items or make a cash donation. We have a great group of servers,
volunteers and food providers but there is always a need for more volunteers! Get
up early on the third Saturday and help make a difference! If you are interested in
volunteering or donating, please go to smpchome.org/serve-our-community!
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