
 

A Service of Worship 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 14, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Processional Martin Shaw 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  Andrew Brown 

Introit Seek Ye First Karen Lafferty 

Call to Worship   Reid Cook 

One: Lord God, Maker of heaven and earth, we gather together in your 

name.  

Many: We come as living sacrifices, to offer you our worship and 

thanksgiving, our praise and our prayers.  

One: Come among us, Lord. Through the power of your Holy Spirit, 

transform our hearts and minds  

All: so that we may recognize your presence, hear your voice, know 

your will, and walk in your way. Amen. 

Hymn 35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Holy God, we know we have fallen short. We turn our backs when we 

could embrace. We remain silent when we could speak and advocate 

for others. We speak when we could listen. We close the door when 

we could fling it wide open. We judge when we could seek 

understanding. We cling onto what we have when we could give and 

share.  Forgive us, O God, for being so very human at times, and help 

us continue to grow into the people you created us to be. Heal our 

broken, imperfect hearts. Give us the energy, intelligence, 

imagination, and love to be your people in all we say and do. Amen.  

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 



Sacrament of Baptism 

Colby Nutter 

 Representing the Session: Gayle Ireland 

Church Family Moment  Emily Brown 

For the next five weeks, we will focus on scriptures that we will explore 

at Vacation Bible School! This week: Luke 2:41-52   

1. Listen to a readaloud of Ada Twist, Scientist. On the 

storypath website, Joshua Andrzejewski reminds us 

that “one of the lifelong qualities that defines Jesus 
is his curiosity and willingness to explore. In this 

passage, we see him as a child, drawn to the Temple, where he asks 

questions of the teachers… Ada Twist has lots and lots of questions 
that help her to understand the world better. Even when things don’t 
go as she’s planned, she still learns something by exploring and 

investigating.” How can you be curious like Jesus, and like Ada?  
2. Play hide and seek, sardines version. In this version, one person hides, 

and everyone else tries to find them. Once they are found, the second 

person hides with them, and so on until the last person finds the 

group. Think about what it would have been like to be Mary and 

Joseph looking for Jesus! What would it have been like to be Jesus?  

3. Print out and complete a crossword, word search, or decoder.  

4. Act out the story with narration. This is always a fun way to think 

about a story!  

5. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What did you like about the story?  

b. What do you know about Passover?  

c. What do you think Mary and Joseph were thinking when Jesus 

was lost? 

d. How do you think the people in the temple felt?  

Children’s Liturgy Emily Brown 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18, 25; 4:10 Rev. Odom 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

25 For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A41-52&version=CEB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAmEQ2deJQQ
https://storypath.upsem.edu/lectionary-links-rcl-december-30-2018/
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-in-the-temple-1
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-in-temple
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-in-the-temple-2


4:10 We are fools for the sake of Christ, but you are wise in Christ. We 

are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in 

disrepute. 

Anthem Thou Art Worthy arr. Jack Schrader 

 Summer Singers 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, 

To receive glory and honor and power. 

For thou hast created all things; 

And for Thy pleasure, they are created, 

For Thou art worthy, O Lord. 

 

Second Reading 2 Samuel 6:1-21 Dr. Brown 

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 

thousand.  David and all the people with him set out and went from 

Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by 

the name of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim.  They 

carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of 

Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, 

were driving the new cart with the ark of God; and Ahio went in front 

of the ark.  David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the 

Lord with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and 

tambourines and castanets and cymbals.  When they came to the 

threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out his hand to the ark of God 

and took hold of it, for the oxen shook it.  The anger of the Lord was 

kindled against Uzzah; and God struck him there because he reached 

out his hand to the ark; and he died there beside the ark of God.  David 

was angry because the Lord had burst forth with an outburst upon 

Uzzah; so that place is called Perez-uzzah, to this day.  David was afraid 

of the Lord that day; he said, "How can the ark of the Lord come into 

my care?"  So David was unwilling to take the ark of the Lord into his 

care in the city of David; instead David took it to the house of Obed-

edom the Gittite.  The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-

edom the Gittite three months; and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and 

all his household.  It was told King David, "The Lord has blessed the 

household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of the 

ark of God." So David went and brought up the ark of God from the 

house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing; and when those 

who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and 

a fatling.  David danced before the Lord with all his might; David was 

girded with a linen ephod.  So David and all the house of Israel brought 

up the ark of the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the 

trumpet.  As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal 

daughter of Saul looked out of the window, and saw King David leaping 

and dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart.  They 

brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place, inside the tent that 

David had pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings 

of well-being before the Lord.  When David had finished offering the 



burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in 

the name of the Lord of hosts, and distributed food among all the 

people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a 

cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the 

people went back to their homes.  David returned to bless his 

household. But Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, 

and said, "How the king of Israel honored himself today, uncovering 

himself today before the eyes of his servants' maids, as any vulgar 

fellow might shamelessly uncover himself!"  David said to Michal, "It 

was before the Lord, who chose me in place of your father and all his 

household, to appoint me as prince over Israel, the people of the Lord, 

that I have danced before the Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Choreography Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostle’s Creed 

 Rev. Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory We Abide Mark Miller 

When we burn with a holy desire, 

To fulfill everything that God requires, 

Making justice together, walking close to each other, 

Reaching past all the things that divide, 

Humbly offering kindness, 

Seeking hope and forgiveness, 

We abide in God’s love, we abide. 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Reid Cook 

Lord, you are the giver of every good gift. Accept these offerings we 

pray, that through them, we may do justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with you, our Sovereign God. Amen.  

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 157 I Danced In the Morning LORD OF THE DANCE 

 (stanzas 1-4) 

 



 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Congregational Response  No. 157 

 They cut me down and I leapt up high. 

I am the life that will never, never die. 

I'll live in you if you'll live in me, 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 

Dance then, wherever you may be; 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 

Postlude Postlude on “Lobe Den Herren" John Dixon 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions           

   Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Emily Brown, Children’s Spiritual Formation committee 

   Summer Singers  

 Reid Cook, liturgist  

A/V Team: Brad Alford 

Summer Organ Sidekick: Harper Price 

Ushers: Bob Cushman, Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Tom Klecker, Donna 

Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

Welcome Team: Jack Hess 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 



want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, July 28 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of July 10, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Chuck and Lina Griffiths and their family, as Chuck’s brother entered 
the Church triumphant on July 7. 

• Judy Casey, as she recovers from surgery. 

• Rebecca, Rafael and Clara Guzman, as they enjoy rest and respite 

while on Rebecca’s sabbatical. 
• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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