
 

A Service of Worship 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 21, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude My Shepherd Will Supply My Need arr. Roger C. Wilson 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit Dona Nobis Pacem arr. Dorothy Wells 

Call to Worship   Julia Greeson 

One: Even though it is summertime, our lives are busy and crowded. 

So, come out of your busy lives to a quiet space and a sanctuary 

for all.  

Many: Our souls thirst for some peace and quiet.  

One: Come and rest in the Lord, who will restore your souls.  

Many: We need to rest in God’s Word. 
One: God’s love is with you. God will give you rest and refresh your 

souls.  

All: Thanks be to God who offers to us a sanctuary and a peaceful 

place to worship. Amen. 

Hymn 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Holy God, we know that you call us to do great things. We confess that 

we are tired and need rest. We feel like we are out of ideas. We 

wonder if the effort is worth the cost. There are days when we simply 

cannot believe a God like you could use people like us for your 

purposes within our world. Forgive us for our feeble faith. Show us the 

way, O God. Make us hopeful enough to greet each day with hope. 

Grow in us a commitment to peace, even when it seems impossible. 

And when we doubt ourselves or doubt you, which will happen time 

and time again, give us grace. Help us trust your call and your claim on 

our lives. Amen.   

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 



Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Anna Vechnak 

We are focusing on scriptures that we will explore at Vacation Bible 

School! This week: Mark 4:35-41  

1. Watch a video of the story. Use this link and skip to 17:31.   

2. Make a storm in a bottle. You will need an empty 

water bottle, water, food coloring and oil. Fill the 

bottle about halfway with water, add a few drops of 

food coloring, mix it up, and then add oil. Screw the 

top on tightly. Shake the bottle and watch the storm! 

You can add other items such as tiny shells, sequins, etc. You can 

also add a layer of glue to the cap to be sure it won’t leak.  
3. Create a storm using your body as a percussion instrument! Rub 

your hands (wind). Pat your thighs (light rain). Snap your fingers 

(rain showers). Clap your hands (heavy rain). Stomp your feet and 

clap your hands (thunder). Now do it all in reverse, but with a little 

twist: Clap your hands (heavy rain). Now say, “Peace, be still!” Snap 
your fingers (rain showers). Pat your thighs (light rain). Rub your 

hands (wind). Silence. You could also do this as you act out the story.   

4. Did you know that “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” is the official 
hymn of the United States Navy? Sing along with this version that 

includes the words. How does verse 2 relate to the story?   

5. Journal, considering the following:  

a. Have you ever been in a boat? What was it like?  

b. Have you ever been scared of a storm? Or slept through a 

storm? What feelings does thinking about storms give you?  

c. Have you ever prayed for Jesus to be with you when you were 

scared?   

Children’s Liturgy Anna Vechnak 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

First Reading Psalm 104: 1-4; 10-13 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%204%3A35-41&version=CEB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1TzVvNQ9Zw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDjwUzUnNpU


Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great. You are 

clothed with honor and majesty, wrapped in light as with a garment. 

You stretch out the heavens like a tent, you set the beams of your 

chambers on the waters, you make the clouds your chariot, you ride on 

the wings of the wind, you make the winds your messengers, fire and 

flame your ministers. 

You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the 

hills, giving drink to every wild animal; the wild asses quench their 

thirst.  By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; they 

sing among the branches.  From your lofty abode you water the 

mountains; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 

 

Second Reading Mark 6:30-34; 53-56 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done 

and taught.  He said to them, "Come away to a deserted place all by 

yourselves and rest a while." For many were coming and going, and they 

had no leisure even to eat.  And they went away in the boat to a 

deserted place by themselves.  Now many saw them going and 

recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and 

arrived ahead of them.  As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and 

he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.   

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and 

moored the boat.  When they got out of the boat, people at once 

recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and began to bring 

the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was.  And wherever he 

went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the 

marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of 

his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Come away…” Dr. Bayer 

Hymn 803 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need RESIGNATION 



 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostle’s Creed 

 Dr. Brown 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Brown 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 



day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Fugue in C Major Dieterich Buxtehude 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Jordan Booker 

Gracious God, with our gifts, we give you thanks, O God. We bless your 

generous, loving spirit and ask that you bless these gifts with the same 

generous, loving spirit, so that all who receive these gifts might also 

receive your love, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn 320 The Church of Christ in Every Age WAREHAM 

 (stanzas 1-4) 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Bayer 

Congregational Response  No. 320 

 We have no mission but to serve 

in full obedience to our Lord: 

to care for all, without reserve, 

and spread Christ's liberating word. 

Postlude Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise arr. J. Bert Carlson 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Rev.Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Ann Carney, organist  

 Anna Vechnak, Children’s Spiritual Formation committee 

 Julia Greeson, Jordan Booker, liturgists  



A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox 

Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Linda Nagle Hanson, Brett 

Thompson, Linda Thompson, Gwen Volker 

Welcome Team: Curt Ireland, Gayle Ireland, Jane Klecker, Tom Klecker 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, July 28 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of July 17, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Ray Tyler, as she recovers from surgery. 

• Rebecca, Rafael and Clara Guzman, as they enjoy rest and respite 

while on Rebecca’s sabbatical. 
• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org


To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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