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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Service of Worship

12t Sunday after Pentecost
August 11, 2024
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed

We Gather

Prelude Variations for Organ on “Hanover” Michael Burkhardt
I. Fanfare and Chorale

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown
The Lord be with you. And also with you!

Introit Variations for Organ on “Hanover” Michael Burkhardt
IV. Recitative

Call to Worship Grace and Ryan Wooley
One: Let us bless the Lord at all times.

Many: We will praise God’s holy name continually.

One: Look to God and be radiant.

Many: We will never be ashamed for God has delivered us from all

our fears.
One: Jesus has promised his abiding presence and life everlasting!
All: Let us walk in the ways of Jesus through scripture and song. Let

us worship God!

Hymn 41 O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! LYONS
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10 wor - ship the  King, all glo - rious a - bove!
20 tell  of God's might; O sing of God's grace,
3 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
4 Your boun - ti - ful care what tongue can re - cite?
5 Frail chil - dren  of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
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(@] grate - ful - ly sing  God's power and God's love:
whose robe is  the lightt whose can - o - py  space,
Al - might -y, your power  has found - ed  of old;
It breathes in  the air; it shines in  the  light
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of Days,
whose char - iots  of wrath the deep thun - der-clouds form;
es - tab - lished it fast by a change-less de - cree,
it streams from the hills; it de - scends to the plain,
your  mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
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pa - vil-ioned in splen-dor and gird - ed with praise.
and bright is God's path on the wings of  the storm.
and round it has cast like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in the dew and the rain.
our Mak - e, De - fend - er, Re - deem-er, and Friend.
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Prayer of Confession (unison) Rev. Lindsey Odom

Faithful and loving God, we confess that we have not lived in faith and
love. You claim us as your own people, but we forsake your holy
covenant. You offer us the gift of prayer, but we forget to lift our
hearts to you. We do not live as we ought. We do not trust the love
that surrounds us. We do not enact the justice you call us to, and we
forget that the Good News of the gospel is meant for all. Forgive us,
God of grace. Give us the courage to change. Help us to live our lives
in Christ, rooted and grounded in our faith and growing each day in
your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom

Response of Praise Gloria Patri



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

We Hear and Respond to the Word

Church Family Moment Kathy Graham

1. Listen to a readaloud of Wherever You Are, My Love
Will Find You by Nancy Tillman. This week’s Old
Testament passage is not geared for children, but
one thing we can take from it is David’s love for his
son, Absalom. Elizabeth Boulware Landes writes,
“Nancy Tillman writes about the unconditional love
that is shared between parents and children. This book reminds
children that anywhere they go and in anything they do, their
parents’ love is going with them. This love will surround them even if
they cannot feel it or see it.”

2. King David made a lot of mistakes. One of the Psalms he wrote after
a big mistake was Psalm 51. Verse 10 says, “Create in me a clean
heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.” This page has
lots of things you can print out and do: a word search, decoder,
coloring page, etc.

3. Continuing with Psalm 51:10, you could cut out lots of hearts and glue
them onto a paper. Make different sizes and colors. On top, with a
thick marker, write Psalm 51:10.

4. Journal, considering the following:

a. Have you ever grieved very deeply? What was that like?
b. Why do you think this story is included in the Bible? What are we
supposed to take from this?
c. How does it feel for David to be so flawed and also chosen by
God?
Children’s Liturgy Kathy Graham
As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the sermon.

Prayer for lllumination Rev. Odom

First Reading Colossians 1:17-23 Rev. Odom
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He
is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. Forin him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yDG5hldWDk
https://storypath.upsem.edu/lectionary-links-sunday-august-12-2012/
https://sermons4kids.com/sermons/king-davids-prayer

through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether
on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his
cross. And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to
present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before
him— provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in
the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that
you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven.
|, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

Anthem Draw the Circle Wide Mark Miller
Summer Singers; Emma Collard and Blake Randle, soloists;
Blythe Kinsey, piano

Draw the circle wide.

No one stands alone, we’ll stand side by side.
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still.
Let this be our song: no one stands alone.
Standing side by side, draw the circle wide.

Second Reading: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 Dr. Brown
The king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, "Deal gently for my
sake with the young man Absalom." And all the people heard when the
king gave orders to all the commanders concerning Absalom. So the
army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in
the forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the
servants of David, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty
thousand men. The battle spread over the face of all the country; and
the forest claimed more victims that day than the sword. Absalom
happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his
mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His
head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven
and earth, while the mule that was under him went on. And ten young
men, Joab's armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and
killed him. Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, "Good tidings
for my lord the king! For the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering
you from the power of all who rose up against you." The king said to
the Cushite, "Is it well with the young man Absalom?" The Cushite
answered, "May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to
do you harm, be like that young man." The king was deeply moved, and
went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, he
said, "O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would | had died
instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon Personal Crisis and Present Hope Dr. Brown

The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Confession of 1967, 9.21-9.23
Rev. Odom



The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of
humankind. His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and

present hope for women and men when the gospel is proclaimed and
believed. In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to

all, moves people to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and
initiates the new life in Christ. The new life takes shape in a

community in which people know that God loves and accepts them in
spite of what they are. They therefore accept themselves and love

others, knowing that no one has any ground on which to stand, except
God’s grace. The new life does not release people from conflict with
unbelief, pride, lust, and fear. They still have to struggle with
disheartening difficulties and problems. Nevertheless, as they
mature in love and faithfulness in their life with Christ, they live in
freedom and good cheer, bearing witness on good days and evil days,
confident that the new life is pleasing to God and helpful to others.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom
... (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory How Can | Keep from Singing? arr. Alfred Fedak
Joanna Alford, soprano

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256.

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication Blake Randle
Jesus has taught us the importance of serving others. In that service,
help us to honor you. Create in us hearts that are eager to serve and
witness to your love. Open our lives on this day and pour your healing
mercies into them, that we may be messengers of hope to all whom
we meet. In Jesus’ name, we pray. AMEN.

We Go Out to Serve

Hymn 299  You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim HANOVER


https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now
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1 You ser - vants  of God, your Mas - ter pro - claim,
2 As - cend - ed on high, al - might - y to save,
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4 Then let wus a - dore and give him his  right
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and pub - lish a - broad Christ's won - der - ful name.
he  still re - mains nigh; his  pres - ence we  have.
Let all cry a - loud and hon - or the Son.
all glo - ry and  power, all wis - dom and might,
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The name all vic - to - rious of Je - sus ex - tol,
The great con - gre - ga - tion his tri - umph shall  sing,
The prais - es of Je - sus the an - gels pro - claim,
all  hon - or and  bless - ing, with an - gels a - bove,
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as - crib -ing sal - wva - tion to Je - sus our King.
fall.  down on their fac - es, and wor -ship the Lamb.
and thanks nev - er ceas - ing, and in - fi - nite love!
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Charge and Benediction Dr. Brown

Congregational Response
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, | see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen.

Postlude Variations for Organ on “Hanover” Michael Burkhardt
V. Toccata
Worship Service Notes

Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor



Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions/Outreach
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Summer Singers
Blythe Kinsey, piano
Joanna Alford, soprano
Emma Collard, Blake Randle, soloists
Kathy Graham, Children’s Spiritual Formation committee
Grace Wooley, Ryan Wooley, Blake Randle, liturgists
A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes
Ushers: Bjorn Hansen, Curt Ireland, Tom Klecker, Brett Thompson, Linda
Thompson, Michael Zagora
Welcome Team: Jack Hess, Jennifer Hurlburt, Kasia Hurlburt, Kathy
Rasimas

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we
want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality
and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly
devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church
activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and
Instagram: @southmeckpres.

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know:

e Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means
wiggles!

e We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage
in worship. Please return the totes after the service.

e Thereis a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff
who are happy to keep your infant — three-year-old safe.

e Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade.
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after
the sermon.

e A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers
who wish to have privacy while nursing.

e During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is
more space to move around if your little one becomes restless.

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our
Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, August 25 at
11:30a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality
and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.

Congregational Notes (as of August 8, 2024)


https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org

Remember in Prayer

The family of Doris Reuter, who entered the Church triumphant on

July 25.

Crystal DeMund and her family, as her husband, Richard DeMund,

entered the Church triumphant on August 6.

Jerrie Olson, hospitalized after a fall.

Ed Ramberger as he recovers from an injury.

Phil Eatherton as he recovers from an injury.

Rebecca, Rafael and Clara Guzman, as they enjoy rest and respite

while on Rebecca’s sabbatical.

All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza.

All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.

Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos

that has enveloped their country.

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:

prayer@SMPChome.org.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,

License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

8601 Bryant Farms Road, Charlotte, NC 28277, 704-544-0404
PO Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 28271
smpchome.org
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WELCOME!

After worship, we hope you'll join us for lemonade and cookies outside between
the sanctuary and chapel buildings. Come meet friends old and new! Registry
pads are located on your pew. Please sign and pass to your neighbor and
perhaps speak to someone you haven't met!

tuesday

AUG13

1:00 p.m. -
2:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK'S CLASSES & EVENTS

A Caregiver's Journey

McQueen Room

Finding meaning and purpose as you care for a loved one with
Alzheimer’s or dementia. Facilitated by Kathy Garner (Alzheimer's
Association). Contact: Whitney Bayer, whitney@smpchome.org.

wednesday

AUG 14

9:30a.m.

Conversations with Dr. Matt Brown

McQueen Room or Zoom

This weekly Bible study is back after its summer break. We will
discuss the scripture for the coming week’s sermon. All are
welcome! Contact Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org for the
Zoom |D#.

wednesday

AUG 14

6:00 p.m. -
7:00 p.m.

SMPC Youth Waffle Cone Wednesday

Jeni's Ice Cream, Blakeney, Rising 6th through Graduated 12th
Graders

Join us for a short devotion and ice cream! No RSVP needed -
bring a friend! Contact: Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

thursday

AUG 15

10:00 a.m. -
11:00 a.m.

Beginning to Ring

Sanctuary

Learn to play the handbells! Every Thursday this summer. All are
welcome. No RSVP or experience required. Contact: Zach Bowyer,
zach@smpchome.org.

thursday

AUGTD

12:30 p.m.

Food for Thought Book Group

McQueen Room

This group will discuss the book Personal Librarian by Marie
Benedict. All book lovers welcome! Contact Kathy Paquette,
khesspaquette@aol.com.

friday

AUG 16

7:30a.m. -
8:30a.m.

Friday Morning Men's Group

Chapel 206

This group meets on the first and third Fridays of every month.
They are reading the book For the Glory: The Untold and Inspiring
Story of Eric Liddell, Hero of Chariots of Fire by Duncan Hamilton. All
are welcome. Contact: Curt Ireland, irelandcurtisO0@gmail.com.

saturday

AUG17

Breakfast for Center of Hope

Every month we cook and serve a hot breakfast to the women and
children that temporarily call Center of Hope home. Servers, food
donations and monetary donations are needed. Please go to
smpchome.org > Serve our Community to sign up. Contact: Bob
Williamson, bobwill31@hotmail.com.

o
-

RESCHEDULED! SMPC Golf Tournament, Tuesday, September
17, 1:00 p.m., Sun-City Carolina Lakes, 23012 Kingfisher Dr,
Indian Land, SC - For all levels, men, women & youth. Captain’s
Choice Scramble with warmups beginning at 12:00 p.m. and a
shotgun start at 1:00 p.m. $50 per person. More info and register
on Realm. Contact: Brett Thompson, bathomp1971@yahoo.com, or
Ron Morgan, colronmorg@gmail.com.



UPCOMING EVENTS

SMPC Campus Workday, Saturday, August 24, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., SMPC -
Many hands make light work! Help get our campus ready for fall! Come for the
whole time or just for a couple of hours. Contact: Collin Sinclair,
collinbsinclair@gmail.com.

All Church Serves - Backpacks for Smithfield Elementary

School, Sunday, August 25, 9:00 a.m., Mecklenburg Hall, All B EaTE
Ages - We will sort school supplies and pack backpacks for JE
Smithfield Elementary. To register or if you would like to donate ( ,

school supplies or contribute via the school's Amazon wishlist,
please go to Realm or scan the QR code. Contact: Lindsey Odom,
lindsey@smpchome.org.

Blessing of the Backpacks, Sunday, August 25, During 10:10 a.m.

7 Worship - Bring your backpack to be blessed for the new school year!
- We encourage you to invite a friend to SMPC to share in this joyful

tradition!

New! Adult Bible Study - How to Study the Bible, Sundays beginning
September 8, 9:00 a.m., McQueen Room or Zoom - Melissa White and Rebecca
Guzman will lead this 4-session class. All are welcome! Please register on Realm.

FACES OF FAITH

This is our last Faces of Faith of the summer! Enjoy getting to know Carol Morgan!
Name: Carol Morgan

Family: Ron, my husband of 56 years, our 2 grown
children, son, Eric, who lives in Hawaii, and our daughter,
Lisa, who lives in South Carolina. We also have two
grandsons: Cam, a lieutenant in Space Force, and Elj, a
high school senior in Indian Land, SC.

Years at SMPC: We joined in November 2009.

What brought you to SMPC? We passed the church each day we went to
Morrison Y and decided one day to begin attending the services.

How have you found connection here? We loved the welcoming spirit of
everyone as if we had been members from the beginning, part of the family. We
joined the JOY (Just Older Youth) group and later found other ways to
volunteer/support -- Hospitality/Coffee, VBS, Center of Hope meals, Chrismons,
Alternative Giving, etc. SMPC offers many opportunities for me to give back or pay
it forward.

You lead our Shelter Ministry. Tell us a little more about it, why it's important
to you and how we can get involved. A neighbor and fellow church member
started the Marsha Jackson Shelter Ministry, filling prescription (Rx) bottles with
shampoo, body wash and laundry soap for the Men's Shelter and Urban Ministries.
I was part of that with her husband, Richard. After she passed, he tried to keep it
going with another woman's help. When they could no longer support it, | felt it
was necessary to keep it going. Over time it became just "Shelter Ministry" and
eventually the Men's Shelter and Urban Ministries merged to become Roof Above.
Also, as part of Shelter Ministry we collect hotel amenities, which are distributed to
Center of Hope and Roof Above.

You can get involved with Shelter Ministry in several ways: 1. Volunteer at our
monthly work sessions (on the second Thursday of every month at 9:00 a.m. in
Mecklenburg Hall) to pour body wash into Rx vials and label them for packing; 2.
Donate body wash; 3. Provide Rx vials (label removed please) or provide small
boxes for packing.

Roof Above provides showers for 33 people each day so the need is for about
1,000 Rx vials each month. The next Shelter Ministry meetup is Thursday,
September 12 at 9:00 a.m. in Mecklenburg Hall. We'd love to have you join us!
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