
 

A Service of Worship 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 11, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Variations for Organ on “Hanover”  Michael Burkhardt 

 I. Fanfare and Chorale  

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit Variations for Organ on “Hanover”           Michael Burkhardt 

 IV. Recitative  

Call to Worship   Grace and Ryan Wooley 

One: Let us bless the Lord at all times. 

Many: We will praise God’s holy name continually.  
One: Look to God and be radiant.  

Many: We will never be ashamed for God has delivered us from all 

our fears.  

One: Jesus has promised his abiding presence and life everlasting!  

All: Let us walk in the ways of Jesus through scripture and song. Let 

us worship God! 

Hymn 41 O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! LYONS 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Faithful and loving God, we confess that we have not lived in faith and 

love. You claim us as your own people, but we forsake your holy 

covenant. You offer us the gift of prayer, but we forget to lift our 

hearts to you. We do not live as we ought. We do not trust the love 

that surrounds us. We do not enact the justice you call us to, and we 

forget that the Good News of the gospel is meant for all. Forgive us, 

God of grace. Give us the courage to change. Help us to live our lives 

in Christ, rooted and grounded in our faith and growing each day in 

your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

Response of Praise Gloria Patri  



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Kathy Graham 

1. Listen to a readaloud of Wherever You Are, My Love 

Will Find You by Nancy Tillman. This week’s Old 
Testament passage is not geared for children, but 

one thing we can take from it is David’s love for his 
son, Absalom. Elizabeth Boulware Landes writes, 

“Nancy Tillman writes about the unconditional love 
that is shared between parents and children. This book reminds 

children that anywhere they go and in anything they do, their 

parents’ love is going with them. This love will surround them even if 
they cannot feel it or see it.“ 

2. King David made a lot of mistakes. One of the Psalms he wrote after 

a big mistake was Psalm 51. Verse 10 says, “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.” This page has 

lots of things you can print out and do: a word search, decoder, 

coloring page, etc.  

3. Continuing with Psalm 51:10, you could cut out lots of hearts and glue 

them onto a paper. Make different sizes and colors. On top, with a 

thick marker, write Psalm 51:10. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. Have you ever grieved very deeply? What was that like? 

b. Why do you think this story is included in the Bible? What are we 

supposed to take from this? 

c. How does it feel for David to be so flawed and also chosen by 

God? 

Children’s Liturgy Kathy Graham 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Colossians 1:17-23 Rev. Odom 

 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  He 

is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything.  For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yDG5hldWDk
https://storypath.upsem.edu/lectionary-links-sunday-august-12-2012/
https://sermons4kids.com/sermons/king-davids-prayer


through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his 

cross.  And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil 

deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to 

present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before 

him— provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in 

the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that 

you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. 

I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. 

 

Anthem Draw the Circle Wide Mark Miller 

 Summer Singers; Emma Collard and Blake Randle, soloists; 

 Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Draw the circle wide. 

No one stands alone, we’ll stand side by side. 
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still. 

Let this be our song: no one stands alone. 

Standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 

Second Reading: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 Dr. Brown 

The king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, "Deal gently for my 

sake with the young man Absalom." And all the people heard when the 

king gave orders to all the commanders concerning Absalom.  So the 

army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in 

the forest of Ephraim.  The men of Israel were defeated there by the 

servants of David, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty 

thousand men. The battle spread over the face of all the country; and 

the forest claimed more victims that day than the sword.  Absalom 

happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his 

mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His 

head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven 

and earth, while the mule that was under him went on. And ten young 

men, Joab's armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and 

killed him. Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, "Good tidings 

for my lord the king! For the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering 

you from the power of all who rose up against you."  The king said to 

the Cushite, "Is it well with the young man Absalom?" The Cushite 

answered, "May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to 

do you harm, be like that young man."  The king was deeply moved, and 

went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, he 

said, "O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died 

instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon Personal Crisis and Present Hope Dr. Brown 

The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Confession of 1967, 9.21-9.23 

  Rev. Odom 



The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of 

humankind. His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and 

present hope for women and men when the gospel is proclaimed and 

believed. In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to 
all, moves people to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and 

initiates the new life in Christ. The new life takes shape in a 

community in which people know that God loves and accepts them in 

spite of what they are. They therefore accept themselves and love 

others, knowing that no one has any ground on which to stand, except 

God’s grace. The new life does not release people from conflict with 

unbelief, pride, lust, and fear. They still have to struggle with 

disheartening difficulties and problems. Nevertheless, as they 

mature in love and faithfulness in their life with Christ, they live in 

freedom and good cheer, bearing witness on good days and evil days, 

confident that the new life is pleasing to God and helpful to others. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory How Can I Keep from Singing? arr. Alfred Fedak 

 Joanna Alford, soprano 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

Doxology   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Blake Randle 

Jesus has taught us the importance of serving others. In that service, 

help us to honor you. Create in us hearts that are eager to serve and 

witness to your love. Open our lives on this day and pour your healing 

mercies into them, that we may be messengers of hope to all whom 

we meet. In Jesus’ name, we pray. AMEN. 

We Go Out to Serve 

Hymn 299 You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim HANOVER 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


 

Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

Congregational Response   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen. 

Postlude            Variations for Organ on “Hanover”                  Michael Burkhardt 

V. Toccata 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  



 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Summer Singers  

 Blythe Kinsey, piano 

    Joanna Alford, soprano 

 Emma Collard, Blake Randle, soloists  

 Kathy Graham, Children’s Spiritual Formation committee 

 Grace Wooley, Ryan Wooley, Blake Randle, liturgists  

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes 

Ushers: Bjorn Hansen, Curt Ireland, Tom Klecker, Brett Thompson, Linda 

Thompson, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Jack Hess, Jennifer Hurlburt, Kasia Hurlburt, Kathy 

Rasimas 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant – three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon.  

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, August 25 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of August 8, 2024) 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org


Remember in Prayer 

• The family of Doris Reuter, who entered the Church triumphant on 

July 25. 

• Crystal DeMund and her family, as her husband, Richard DeMund, 

entered the Church triumphant on August 6. 

• Jerrie Olson, hospitalized after a fall. 

• Ed Ramberger as he recovers from an injury. 

• Phil Eatherton as he recovers from an injury. 

• Rebecca, Rafael and Clara Guzman, as they enjoy rest and respite 

while on Rebecca’s sabbatical. 
• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 
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