
 

A Service of Worship 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 8, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestreamed 

We Gather 

Prelude Partita on "Azmon" Alfred V. Fedak 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit Come and Worship Karen Marrolli 

*Call to Worship   Camdyn Sheeler 

One: Come, all who are eager to be touched by the healing hand of 

Jesus. 

Many: We are called here this morning to learn of Christ’s healing 

love. 

One: Help us, O Lord, to learn your lessons of compassion.  

Many: Every day, there are many ways in which we can offer help to 

others. So, help us, O Lord, to be ready to reach out to all those 

who are in need.  

One: Come, let us worship the One who prepares us for service.  

Many: Let us sing our songs of praise to the One who has healed us. 

ALL: Lord Jesus, keep our hearts, minds, and spirits open to your 

healing and life-changing love for all. Amen. 

*Hymn 610 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing AZMON 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Bayer 

Holy God, although we honor you with our words and worship, our 

hearts are often far from you. We are quick to judge, quick to ex- 

clude, quick to put others down instead of building them up. Forgive 

us, God. Help us amend our ways. Help us embrace the inclusive love 

you graciously offer us and expect us to offer others. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise  No. 582 

 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

 and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

 and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 



Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

Scripture: Mark 7:24-37 

1. Watch this video of the scripture for today from 

the Gospel of Mark. Pay close attention to what 

Jesus does. How does hearing and seeing the 

story in this way help you to think about what 

happened?  

2. Print out a copy of this paper. Think about and pray for those you 

know who need healing, or even people that you don’t know. 
Color in the heart. Maybe you will write the names of people who 

need healing on Band-Aids and stick them onto your paper. This 

can be a way of praying for healing. 

3. Act the story out. Maybe you will just act it out with all the 

characters, or maybe you will have someone pretend to be a 

reporter who is interviewing different people from the story. What 

do you think the woman thought when Jesus changed his mind? 

How about the man whose tongue was touched with Jesus’ spit?! 

4. Journal, considering the following; 

a. What do you remember the most from the stories you 

read? 

b. Why do you think Jesus changed his mind? 

c. Why do you think he didn’t want to heal the little girl at 

first? 

d. Why do you think Jesus took the deaf man to a private 

place to heal him? 

e. What can you take from these stories? 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Emma Catherine Stenvall 

 Daughter of Meghan Stenvall and sister of Hannah,  

 Granddaughter of Debbie & Warren Stenvall 

 Representing the Session: Ann Whitlock 

 Representing the children: Adeline Bloszinsky 

Baptismal Response  

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign, 

with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came. 

Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading  Dr. Bayer 

Proverbs 19:20; James 3:17; Colossians 2:2-3 

Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom for 

the future. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmwjjgLvCoM
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPzSsFJXo/Zvxm24IR5zsIJL9-7LW7VA/view?utm_content=DAGPzSsFJXo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor


But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing 

to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 

hypocrisy. 

 

I want their hearts to be encouraged and united in love, so that they 

may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the 

knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ himself, in whom are hidden 

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 

Anthem The Beauty of This Sacred Place James Biery 

 Chancel Choir 

The beauty of this sacred place inspires our hearts and minds to grow. 

We sing with love, bestowed by grace; from God all richest blessings flow. 

The meal, the word, the art, the song, are but a glimmer of the whole; 

With joyful hearts sing all day long, God’s blessings satisfy the soul. 
We look into each person’s eyes and see such longing hunger there. 

Respond with love to others’ cries; our neighbors’ burdens gladly bear. 
So many struggle and despair, we hear their silent voices plead; 

Our actions show how much we care, extending help to those in need. 

Second Reading Mark 7:24-30 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a 

house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not 

escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 

immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 

Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him 

to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, "Let the children 

be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the 

dogs." But she answered him, "Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the 

children's crumbs." Then he said to her, "For saying that, you may go—
the demon has left your daughter." So she went home, found the child 

lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Who knows? You may learn something. Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Confession of 1967 - 9.32 

  Dr. Bayer 

The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has 

set the pattern for the church’s mission. His human life involves the 
church in the common life of all people. His service to men and women 

commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. His 

suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it 

sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. 

His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the 
inhumanity that marks human relations, and the awful consequences 



of the church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the risen 
Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of 

God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all 
wrong. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory I Dream of a Church Mark Miller 

 Brett Parrish, tenor 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Adeline Bloszinsky 

God of all good gifts, in the midst of challenging news from the world, 

and difficulties all round, your mercy, compassion, and healing love 

abound. Help us to know the transformational power of your love so 

that we can go into our world as faithful witnesses in all that we say 

and do. We ask that you receive these gifts, tithes, and offerings, 

multiply them for good, and put them to use. Please accept our desire 

to honor you with what we’ve given and help us celebrate the ways 
this offering will become a source of hope for others. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 762 When the Poor Ones EL CAMINO 

(stanza 1: Sandra Carr - Spanish; then All sing stanzas 1-4 in English) 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen. 

Postlude Toccata Concerto No. 1 (Azmon) Franklin D. Ashdown 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

  Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  



 Chancel Choir 

 Brett Parrish, tenor; Sandra Carr, soprano; Mark Janney, guitar 

 Camdyn Sheeler, Adeline Bloszinsky, liturgists  

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Bob Cushman, Judy Jones, Jonathan Mangels, 

Evan Mangels, Charlie Metzler 

Welcome Team: Kathy Rasimas 

The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given by Meghan Stenvall 

to the glory of God and in honor of all grandparents and in celebration of 

Emma Catherine's baptism. 

A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 15 at the 

close of the 10:10 a.m. worship service for the purpose of electing 

officers. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, September 22 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of September 5, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Tony Castle, as he recovers from surgery. 

• Marlene Parmele, as she recovers from a fall. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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