
 

A Service of Worship 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 15, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Prelude on "Nyland" John Behnke 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit Fanfare in G Hal Hopson 

*Call to Worship   Clara Guzman 

One: Who do you say I am? Jesus’ question echoes throughout the 
ages.  

Many: Sometimes we struggle to find the answer for ourselves and 

share that answer with others. 

One: Who do we say we are? Are we faithfully following Jesus and 

living like Jesus wants us to?  

Many: The hesitation to answer this question might haunt us.  

One:  As people trying to be faithful, we reflect on the question and 

live out our faith in response.  

Many: We can be reassured that God is with us in the questions, 

answers, and even in our doubts.  

One:  We know that God is a part of every piece of our lives. We trust 

that God helps us to find the Way.  

ALL:  So, we must go with God, walk with God, and trust God always 

and everywhere. Amen. 

*Hymn 24 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens HOLY MANNA 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Gracious God, we come before you today knowing that we often fall 

short of your call to love one another well. We allow ourselves to be 

blinded by wealth and power. We ignore those around us who suffer 

injustice, poverty, and rejection. We tune out the cries of the poor and 

those on the edges of our communities. Help us to see your great 

generosity, hear your word of mercy, and feel your great love for all 

who need your redemptive grace. Strengthen us to reach out in service 

to those who are in need and continue to help us grow in your grace. In 

Christ’s name, Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise  No. 582 

 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

 and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

 and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 



 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Write an introduction for Jesus. In today’s Gospel 
reading, Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” 
If you were going to introduce Jesus to someone 

who didn’t know anything at all about him, what 
would you say? Considering writing out or 

recording your introduction. Maybe compare 

your introduction with others. What is most important about who 

Jesus is? 

2. Listen to a readaloud of Elizabeth, Queen of the Seas by Lynne Cox. 

Notice how in the book, Elizabeth does not allow others to tell her 

who she is and where she belongs. Jesus does not allow others to do 

this either. Why do you think that’s important? 

3. Make a cross. In the Gospel, Jesus says that we will have to take up 

our own crosses to follow him. Of course, this does not mean that we 

actually have to pick up a cross. Instead, Jesus means that we will all 

have to face difficulties because we have chosen to live his way. Make 

a cross of some kind to remind yourself that Jesus is always with us, 

even in our challenging times.  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What did the disciples mean by saying that Jesus is the Messiah?  

b. Why didn't Jesus want the disciples to tell other people what they 

were noticing?  

c. What does Jesus say is going to happen to him?  

d. What do you think about the interaction between Jesus and Peter? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9 Dr. Bayer 

Pew Bible p. 681; Spark Bible p. 792 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know 

how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he 

wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVr9dA1YxPQ


God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 

backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 

those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and 

spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put 

to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let 

us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them 

will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 

Anthem Until I Reach My Home arr. Brandon Boyd 

Chancel Choir 

Laura Black, soloist; Blythe Kinsey, piano; William Rose, percussion 

Lord, until I reach my home. Until I reach my home; 

I never expect my journey over, ‘til I reach my home. 
I would not be a sinner I’ll tell you the reason why; 

I’m afraid my Lord might call my name and I wouldn’t be ready to die. 
I went up on the mountain I didn’t go there to stay; 

Then my soul got happy, then I stayed all day. 

I got a crown up in a that kingdom ain-a that good news? 

I got a crown up in a that kingdom ain-a that good news? 

I’m a gonna lay down this world gonna shoulder up a my cross, 
Gonna take it home to my Jesus, ain-a that good news? 

Second Reading Mark 8:27-38 Dr. Brown 

Pew Bible p. 43; Spark Bible p. 1,110 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know 

how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he 

wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord 

God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 

backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 

those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and 

spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put 

to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let 

us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 

9 It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of 

them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Job Title/Job Description Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostle’s Creed 

  Dr. Bayer 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 



crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Calypso on "He Leadeth Me" Tammy Waldrop 

 Chancel Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Mia Smigiel 

Loving God, you have given us so much. Here we share that abundance 

with your world in need. May these gifts, the ones in the offering plate 

and the many other gifts of love we share every day be a visible sign 

of what we believe and why our faith matters. We give them in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 725 O Jesus, I Have Promised NYLAND 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


 

Congregational Meeting  Adrienne Jaquith 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen. 

Postlude Psalm 19 Benedetto Marcello 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

  Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Chancel Ringers 

 Laura Black, soloist 

 Blythe Kinsey, piano 



 William Rose, percussion 

 Clara Guzman, Mia Smigiel, liturgists  

Acolytes: Adeline Bayer, Oliver Bayer 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 

Ushers: Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Linda Nagle Hanson, Jon Myers, Craig 

Parrish, Carol Watkins 

Welcome Team: Lina and Chuck Griffiths; Geena, Mike, Harper Leigh, 

Rue and Jones Woodard 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, September 22 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of September 12, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Phil Eatherton as he recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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