
 

A Service of Worship 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 29, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Meditation on "Repton" Vidas Pinkevicius 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit Jesus, We Are Here Patrick Matsikenyiri 

*Call to Worship   Olivia Overcash 

One: Our help is in the name of the Lord our God,   

Many: the maker of heaven and earth.  

One: God our Maker is always present with us,   

Many: loving and gracious to all.  

One: So, we come to worship God as we follow in the way of truth.  

Many: We offer our prayers and praise to the One who is freedom and 

life. 

*Hymn 385 All People That on Earth Do Dwell OLD HUNDREDTH 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Merciful God, we confess that we have often acted out of selfish 

ambition and vain conceit. We have allowed envy and self-interest to 

guide our actions, rather than the wisdom that comes from above. 

Forgive us for the times we have caused conflicts and quarrels among 

ourselves and others. Help us to submit ourselves to you and draw 

near to your grace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise  No. 582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 



Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Make a salt crystal yarn. You can find instructions 

here. Mina Munns, who writes the blog in the link, 

says this, “to grow as salty disciples, we need to 
cling to Jesus like the crystals are clinging to the 

string.  We can do this by Bible reading, praying 

and being with other Christians (look at all the 

crystals growing together on the string!). The saltier the water, the 

more the crystals will eventually grow, but it takes time and being a 

disciple is something we grow into over time.“ 

2. Listen to a readaloud of Mr. Tiger Goes Wild by Peter Brown. Mr. 

Tiger learns that to be fully himself, he will have to let go of some 

things. Jesus teaches the disciples the same thing in this passage.  

3. Get in the kitchen and discover the importance of salt! Find 

something in your pantry that is salted, like a cracker. Remove the 

salt and taste it. Now taste one with salt. Why is salt so important? 

Use the internet to look up all the different functions of salt. Why do 

you think Jesus said Christians should be salty? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What have you learned from Jesus about being at peace with 

others, especially those who set us on edge?  

b. What do you think a stumbling block is?  

c. What do you think Jesus means when he says we will all be salted 

with fire? 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Gabriel Matthew Zimmer 

Child of Charen & Justin Zimmer 

Representing the Session: Rich Fuller 

Representing the children: Olivia Overcash 

Baptismal Response  

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign, 

with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came. 

Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Numbers 11:16-17, 24-29 Dr. Bayer 

So the Lord said to Moses, "Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, 

whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; 

bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there 

with you. I will come down and talk with you there; and I will take some 

of the spirit that is on you and put it on them; and they shall bear the 

burden of the people along with you so that you will not bear it all by 

yourself. 

https://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/2014/02/growing-as-disciples-salt-crystals.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFnHffMlAOk


So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he 

gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the 

tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took 

some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and 

when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do 

so again. Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the 

other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among 

those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they 

prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad 

and Medad are prophesying in the camp." And Joshua son of Nun, the 

assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, "My lord Moses, stop 

them!" But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would that 

all the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit 

on them!" 

Anthem The Call Z. Randall Stroope 

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, organ 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 

Such a Way, as gives us breath: 

Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 

Such a Life, as killeth death. 

Come, My Light, my Feast, my Strength: 

Such a Light, as shows a feast: 

Such a Feast, as mends in length: 

Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 

Such a Joy, as none can move: 

Such a Love, as none can part: 

Such a Heart, as joys in love. 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life. 

Second Reading Mark 9:38-50 Dr. Brown 

John said to him, "Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 

name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us." But 

Jesus said, "Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my 

name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not 

against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water 

to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the 

reward. "If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little 

ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone 

were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your 

hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 

maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable 

fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you 



to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And 

if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter 

the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown 

into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

49 "For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost 

its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 

peace with one another." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Not One of Us? Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory O God, Our Help in Ages Past arr. Joel Raney 

 Ann Carney, piano; Zach Bowyer, organ 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Judah Estes 

Loving God, you have given us so much. Here we share that abundance 

with your world in need. May these gifts, both the ones in the offering 

plate and the many gifts of love we share every day be a visible sign 

of what we believe and why our faith matters. We give them in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


*Hymn 432 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord REPTON 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Amen. 

Postlude Postlude on "Old Hundredth" Fred Bock 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

  Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir 

 Ann Carney, organ and piano 

 Judah Estes, Olivia Overcash liturgists  

Acolytes: Reese Earp, Caroline Trimmer 

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Denise Wilcox 



Ushers: George Elledge, Mary Elledge, Dick Engle, Brett Thompson, 

Linda Thompson 

Welcome Team: Elizabeth Rose, William Rose, Harrison Rose, Lydia 

Rose 

In lieu of flowers, a donation to the sanctuary fund has been made by 

Alan Chadd to the glory of God and in memory of his parents, Charles and 

Beverly Chadd.  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, October 27 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of September 26, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Emily Williams, as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian/
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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