
 

A Service of Worship 

21st Sunday after Pentecost 

October 13, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

We Gather 

Prelude Improvisation on "Grosser Gott" Brenda Portman 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  Lisa Kuszmar 

Introit Live into Hope No. 772 (stanza 2) 

(All sing together) 

*Call to Worship   Maddy Vechnak 

One: Shout to God with songs of great joy! 

Many: Great is God and greatly is God to be praised!   

One: God has made us whole.  

Many: God has called us to a ministry of hope and love. 

One: Come, let us celebrate the love of God! 

Many: Let us praise God’s name and serve God joyfully. Amen. 

*Hymn 4 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name GROSSER GOTT 

 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Gracious God, we often wonder what we must do to be right with you. 

We establish rules and try to follow them to win your love. We strive 

for security by piling up the things of this life. Lord, forgive our self-

centeredness that seeks our well-being while we ignore the needs of 

others. Forgive our relying on ourselves rather than accepting fully 

Jesus’s call to discipleship. Help us to seek your kingdom and 
righteousness first in our lives. Through Jesus Christ, amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

* Response of Praise  No. 376 

When all is ended, time and troubles past, 



shall all be mended, sin and death out-cast? 

In hope we sing, and hope to sing at last: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Check out The Message version of our scripture 

from Ephesians. Compare it with the NRSVUE 

version. You can even look at them side by side 

here. This is one great way to think about what a 

passage really means. The basis of our 2024 

Operating Campaign theme is this part from 

Ephesians: “But I do more than thank. I ask—ask the God of our 

Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make you intelligent and 

discerning in knowing him personally, your eyes focused and clear, so 

that you can see exactly what it is he is calling you to do, grasp the 

immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers, oh, the 

utter extravagance of his work in us who trust him—endless energy, 

boundless strength!” What does looking at the two versions of the 
passage reveal to you about the meaning? What, particularly, do you 

notice in the passage quoted? 

2. Listen to a readaloud of The Most Thankful Thing by Lisa McCourt. 

What are you most thankful for? Is it a thing? Why is it important to 

remember what we are thankful for? Thankfulness is Paul’s gift of 
love to the Ephesians, of this mother to her little girl, and for us to 

one another. 

3. At Big Youth Group on Sunday, the youth did this activity with an 

outline of the human body. It works very well for this passage too! 

Print it out and label the ways that you can be Jesus’ eyes, heart, 
hands, feet, etc. in the world.  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a) What does it really mean for the church to be the body of Christ? 

b) Where do we get power? What does the Scripture say? 

c) What does it mean to know God personally? 

d) How do we learn what God is calling us to do?  

Sacrament of Baptism 

Micah Alexander Gadaire 

Child of Andrew and Cecily Gadaire  

Grandson of Jennifer and Paul Basquin 

Representing the Session: Terry Gaines 

Representing the Children: Lilliana Smigiel 

Baptismal Response  

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign, 

with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A15-23&version=MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A15-23&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A15-23&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A15-23&version=NRSVUE,MSG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8TjdDrG3W8s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UDyoLmcZeIAMoykAhFIdpBPy76qfGlvR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113293593114457320906&rtpof=true&sd=true


Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Psalm 28:6-9 Dr. Bayer 

Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard the sound of my pleadings. The 

Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts; so I am helped, 

and my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. The Lord is 

the strength of his people; he is the saving refuge of his anointed. O save 

your people, and bless your heritage; be their shepherd, and carry them 

forever. 

Anthem No Other Hope Michael Bryson 

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano; Amanda Turner, violin 

O gracious Lord, whose name is Love, You know our future and our 

past, From the beginning to the end. We are Your priceless treasure. 

O Giver of all perfect gifts, You have a plan to prosper us, 

A plan for good and not for harm; With blessings beyond measure. 

So let us ever sing for joy, all who take refuge in Your name, 

What You have planned is for our good, and for Your glory. 

O God of mercy and of grace, You are the rock we stand upon. 

We have no other hope but You. No hope but You. 

Second Reading Ephesians 1:15-23 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

(The Message Translation) 

That's why, when I heard of the solid trust you have in the Master Jesus 

and your outpouring of love to all the Christians, I couldn't stop thanking 

God for you - every time I prayed, I'd think of you and give thanks. But I 

do more than thank. I ask - ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the 

God of glory - to make you intelligent and discerning in knowing him 

personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what 

it is he is calling you to do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life 

he has for Christians, oh, the utter extravagance of his work in us who 

trust him - endless energy, boundless strength! All this energy issues from 

Christ: God raised him from death and set him on a throne in deep 

heaven, in charge of running the universe, everything from galaxies to 

governments, no name and no power exempt from his rule. And not just 

for the time being, but forever. He is in charge of it all, has the final word 

on everything. At the center of all this, Christ rules the church. The 

church, you see, is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to 

the church. The church is Christ's body, in which he speaks and acts, by 

which he fills everything with his presence.This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Endless Energy, Boundless Strength Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  A Brief Statement of Faith (52-76) 



  Rev. Odom 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of 

life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 

ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with 

all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith 

and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word 

proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the 

bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all 

ministries of the church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives 

us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to 

Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others 

for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ 

in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch 

for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less John Behnke 

 Exultate Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 755 (stanza 2) 

Alleluia! God sustains us; matchless are the gifts we share: 

light in darkness, hope in conflict, answers to our deepest prayer. 

Ours to give as we are given: arms to lift when others fall; 

images of God’s great goodness, faithful servants to God’s call. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Lilliana Smigiel 

Loving God, we are so grateful for the ways in which you have 

encouraged us within our various ministries here at SMPC. You have 

strengthened us to serve in this community, to help others in need, 

and to be in constant prayer for our neighbors, near and far. Help us 

to live into hope and spread hope through the giving of our gifts and 

offerings presented today. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 363 Rejoice, the Lord Is King! DARWALL'S 148TH 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

* Response Hymn 765     

  May the God of Hope Go with Us                 ARGENTINA 

 (Choir sings once then all repeat) 



 

 

Postlude Postlude on "Darwall's 148th" Brenda Portman 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

  Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

 Chancel Choir, Exultate Ringers 

 Ann Carney, piano; Amanda Turner, violin 

 Maddy Vechnak, Lilliana Smigiel, liturgists  

Acolytes: Mia Smigiel 

A/V Team: Brad Alford 

Ushers: Mitchell Davis, Jenny Gates, Bjorn Hansen, Judy Jones,  

Charlie Metzler, Gwen Volker 



Welcome Team: Justin Smigiel, Katie Smigiel, Lilliana Smigiel, Mia 

Smigiel, Zoe Smigiel, Eli Smigiel  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, October 27 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of October 10, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Ron Wise, as he recovers from surgery. 

• All those affected by the path of destruction left by Hurricane Helene 

and Hurricane Milton. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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