
 

A Service of Worship 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

October 20, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

We Gather 

Prelude Partita on "All Are Welcome": III. Capriccio Charles Lenz 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rebecca Guzman 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  David Wooley 

Introit Live into Hope No. 772 (stanza 3) 

(All sing together) 

*Call to Worship   Elizabeth Gentry 

One: Come! Let us give thanks to God!  

Many: We give thanks for all the times God has made a way out of no 

way, providing for us in body, mind, and spirit.  

One: Come! Let us give thanks to God!  

Many: We give thanks for the times when we think there is no hope, 

yet God offers us healing love and makes all things new again.  

One: Come, let us celebrate the love of God! 

Many: We give thanks for the ways God weaves us together as a 

community of love and care, supporting one another in our 

everyday lives.  

One: Let us come into God’s presence with grateful praise! 

Many: Come! Let us worship God together. Amen. 

*Hymn 301 Let Us Build a House TWO OAKS 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rebecca Guzman 

Wondrous God, we confess that at times our doubts and fears 

override our hope and faith. We confess that we have often believed 

we will have to take care of ourselves, forgetting your promise and 

your call. When it seems life is unraveling, we look for ways to 

defend ourselves and ensure our security and our desire, rather than 

following your way. Forgive us for our lack of trust and our inability to 

live into your steadfast love, hope, peace, and justice for all. Gift us 

with faith we need to repent and turn to you. This we pray in the name 

of your son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rebecca Guzman 

*Response of Praise  No. 376 (stanza 1) 

When all is ended, time and troubles past, 

shall all be mended, sin and death out-cast? 



In hope we sing, and hope to sing at last: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. You may have noticed that we have special guests 

in worship today: The Fleurismas! SMPC supports 

Haiti through our work with Friends Empowering 

Haiti and Ewo. Our support for Haiti includes 

financial donations for the school, medical clinic 

and special projects. SMPC members also can 

sponsor Haitian students. OFCB Ministries in Bayonnais was founded 

by Haitians, including Actionnel Fleurisma, SMPC charter member 

and our guest this Sunday! You can also watch this youtube video to 

learn more about this ministry. Sponsoring a child is a great family 

spiritual practice. 

2. Listen to a readaloud of I’m the Best by Lucy Cousins. In our Gospel 

scripture for today, the disciples are arguing over who is the greatest. 

Jesus explains to the disciples that they have it all wrong! God honors 

the ones who serve the most, and the only way to become great is to 

serve one another. In the book, Dog wants to be the best, but he 

learns that being the best isn’t what he thought it was after all. 
3. Our opening hymn, “Let Us Build a House,” envisions a church where 

everyone serves God, one another, and the world. We hope that our 

church is like that. How can we build a church like the one in the 

hymn? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a) What were the disciples arguing about? What does Jesus say? 

b) What is a servant? Have you ever seen a show or read a book 

where there were servants? What was that like? 

c) What does it mean to be a servant of God?  

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

First Reading Psalm 104: 1-4; 31-34 Rev. Odom 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great. You are 

clothed with honor and majesty, wrapped in light as with a garment. You 

https://friendsempoweringhaiti.org/
https://friendsempoweringhaiti.org/
https://ewohaiti.org/campaign.php?org=SMPC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuXw9NZGuSM&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dN6dwKcVwQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTdxFRfEoMs


stretch out the heavens like a tent, you set the beams of your chambers 

on the waters, you make the clouds your chariot, you ride on the wings 

of the wind, you make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your 

ministers. 

May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in his 

works—who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the 

mountains and they smoke. I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will 

sing praise to my God while I have being. May my meditation be pleasing 

to him, for I rejoice in the Lord. 

Anthem Hope in Me Terre Johnson 

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano;  

Tom LaJoie, violin; Avery Gray, clarinet 

Have you not known me from the beginning? Have you not heard it 

since life began? I am the everlasting Creator, Heaven and Earth 

sprang forth from my hand. Hope in me and you will be strengthened; 

run every race and I will revive.  Walk without fainting, mount up as 

eagles; hope in me, for I am God. Look at the sky and try to imagine 

Who could have formed the stars and the sun. All you can see, and 

more that is hidden, I chose their orbits, I named each one. 

Although it seems your pathways are hidden, I will bring peace to the 

future you dread. I made the earth, the seas, and the heavens; 

I can give strength for what lies ahead. Hope in me, for I am God. 

Second Reading Mark 10; 35-45 Dr. Whitney Bayer 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to 

him, "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." And 

he said to them, "What is it you want me to do for you?" And they said 

to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 

your glory." But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are 

asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the 

baptism that I am baptized with?" They replied, "We are able." Then 

Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the 

baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my 

right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom 

it has been prepared." When the ten heard this, they began to be angry 

with James and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, "You know 

that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord 

it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so 

among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be 

your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of 

all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 

his life a ransom for many." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Honor Dr. Bayer 



*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

  Rev. Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Hope for Reconciliation Lee Afdahl 

 Chancel Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 755 (stanza 2) 

Alleluia! God sustains us; matchless are the gifts we share: 

light in darkness, hope in conflict, answers to our deepest prayer. 

Ours to give as we are given: arms to lift when others fall; 

images of God’s great goodness, faithful servants to God’s call. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Owen Bickett 

Gracious God, in recognition of our devotion to Christ and our 

gratitude for all that you, O God, have given us, we give our gifts with 

joy and thanksgiving. Let us seek to show our love for God who 

relentlessly seeks us out and tenderly cares for us through the gift of 

our offerings and tithes. May we have the hope of Your calling and 

know the riches of Your glory! Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 299 You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim HANOVER 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Bayer 

* Response Hymn 765     

  May the God of Hope Go with Us                 ARGENTINA 

 (Choir sings once then all repeat) 

Postlude Partita on "All Are Welcome"  Charles Lenz 

 I. Maestoso, V. Final - Dance  

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   



 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

  Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

Chancel Choir, Chancel Ringers, Ann Carney, piano; Tom LaJoie, violin; 

Avery Gray, clarinet 

 Owen Bickett, Elizabeth Gentry, liturgists  

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox 

Ushers: Bob Cushman, George Elledge, Mary Elledge, Dick Engle, Curtis 

Guy, Kara Guy 

Welcome Team: Kathy Galati 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian and 

Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, October 27 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of October 17, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Austin Lackey and Nina McIntosh, who were married in the Bahamas 

on October 18th.  Austin is the son of Leisa and Clint Lackey. 

• Jeff Brockman and Allene Young, who were married on Hilton Head 

Island on October 19th. 

• The Sandeen and Colson families, as they grieve the death of their 

son and oldest brother, Jon Sandeen, of New Jersey. 

• All those affected by the path of destruction left by Hurricane Helene 

and Hurricane Milton. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, in the midst of the chaos 

that has enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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