
 

A Service of Worship 

World Communion Sunday 

October 6, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Song of Hope Brenda Austin 

 Gaudete Ringers 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you! 

Moment for Stewardship  Greg Hobby 

Introit Live into Hope No. 772 (stanza 1) 

(All sing together) 

*Call to Worship  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

One: We gather this day to hear and learn from God’s Living Word! 

Many: For God’s Word is alive and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword. 

One: We have a great High Priest who has soared to the heights of 

heaven, and his name is Jesus, the Son of God! 

Many: Let us hold fast to our faith in him. 

One: Let us go boldly to his throne of grace.  

Many: We want to receive Christ’ mercy.  
One: For the grace of God is abundant for all. 

ALL: O’ God in Christ, we praise you for your compassion and your 
love. Accept our grateful praise as we come to worship you 

today.        

*Hymn 624  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art TOULON 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Odom 

Almighty God, you call us to live in faith and freedom, but we live with 

tightness in our chests. You call us to be the light of the world, but we 

have often covered our light in the presence of others. You call us to 

move in new directions, but we cling to the paths that we know. You 

call us to reach outward to each other in love, but we draw inward to 

ourselves for protection. You call us to live with abandon, in trust, but 

we live carefully, in fear. Forgive us, O’ God. Open our hearts to know 
that the riches of the kingdom are in service to you. Help us to 

understand the call you have given us to service, and having heard and 

understood that call, may we be about the work of the kingdom. For 

we offer this prayer in Jesus’ Name. Amen.   



Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

*Response of Praise  No. 376 (stanza 1) 

When all is ended, time and troubles past, 

shall all be mended, sin and death out-cast? 

In hope we sing, and hope to sing at last: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1.  It is World Communion Sunday, which means that 

Christians all over the world will be celebrating 

Communion today. We sometimes call Communion 

the Lord’s Supper. Here are some basic things that 
Presbyterian believe about the Lord’s Supper:  
a. It’s more than a symbol, but we don’t believe the bread actually 

becomes Jesus’ body. 
b. Jesus is mysteriously present with us. 

c. We are united with “all the saints of every time and place,” or all 
Christians who are alive and the ones who are no longer with us. 

d. It fills us up with what we need to go out and serve in the world! 

e. Everyone is welcome at the table, regardless of age or faith 

background. 

2. Print and color this reflective coloring page. As you color, think and 

pray about what Communion means to you and what it means to be 

part of a worldwide family of people who follow Jesus. 

3. Listen to a readaloud of the book We Gather at This Table. What did 

you learn about Communion today? 

4. Journal, considering the following:  

a. Have you seen people take food, give thanks to God for the 

food, and share it with others? Share about your experience. 

b. Who makes the food you eat most days? 

c. Have you seen someone who was hungry? What was it like? 

d. When did you use something God gave you to help somebody 

else? 

e. Have you thought about how your food grows or gets made and 

comes to your table? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

https://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/2015/02/holy-communion-reflective-colouring.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iD5asdzRGyc


Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Psalm 8 Rev. Odom 

O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You 

have set your glory above the heavens. Out of the mouths of babes and 

infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the 

enemy and the avenger. When I look at your heavens, the work of your 

fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are 

human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for 

them? Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned 

them with glory and honor. You have given them dominion over the 

works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet, all sheep 

and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish 

of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. O Lord, our 

Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Anthem God Gives Us a Future with Hope Pepper Choplin 

 Jubilate Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Surely I know the plans I have for you, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm. Surely I know the plans I have for you, plans for a future that's full 

of hope. Our God lives, our God loves, and gives us a future with hope. 

Our God hears, our God cares, and gives us a future with hope. 

Our God gives a future. If you call Me, I will answer. If you pray to Me, I 

will hear. When you search for Me, I will be there. When you seek Me 

with all your heart, you'll find Me. So look to the future, embrace the 

future, God gives the future, God gives us hope! 

Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12           Dr. Brown 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 

He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very 

being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had 

made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 

inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, 

to angels. But someone has testified somewhere, "What are human 

beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? 

You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have 

crowned them with glory and honor, subjecting all things under their 

feet." Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their 

control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, but 

we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 

now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so 

that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. It was fitting 

that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 

children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 

through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are 

sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call 



them brothers and sisters, saying, "I will proclaim your name to my 

brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon The Exact Imprint Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Nicene Creed 

  Dr. Bayer 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

Offertory Come Before the Table Karen Marrolli 

 Chancel Choir; Laura Black and Brett Parrish, soloists 

Come before the table, O come before the Lord. O come, come and 

share the love that makes us one. O Come, come with one spirit, come 

with one hope, come with one song. O come, come as you are, knowing 

we all belong. Come and share the blessing, O come and share the 

promise, O come and share the love. O Come, come with one mission, 

come with one love, come with one voice. Come all, all near and far, let 

all the world rejoice! Come before the table, O come before the Lord! 

Thee we adore, O hidden savior thee, Who at this blessed feast art 

pleased to be. Come and share the blessing, O come and share the 

promise, O come and share the love. Come before the table, O come. 

 As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 755 (stanza 2) 

Alleluia! God sustains us; matchless are the gifts we share: 

light in darkness, hope in conflict, answers to our deepest prayer. 

Ours to give as we are given: arms to lift when others fall; 

images of God’s great goodness, faithful servants to God’s call. 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Rev. Odom 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise . . . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Rev. Odom, Dr. Brown 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come forward (see diagram) and receive the elements: cup 

your hands to receive a cracker, then take a cup. Communion cups may be placed 

in the cup-holders in the pews or the racks in the balcony. If you are not able to 

come forward, you will be served at your seat. Gluten-free elements are 

available in the back of the sanctuary. 

Communion of the People 

The Prayer after Communion Dr. Brown 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 536 Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen SURGE ECCLESIA 



 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Response Hymn 765  May the God of Hope Go with Us ARGENTINA 

 (Choir sings once then all repeat) 



 

Postlude Toccata on “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen” Cherwien 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir; Jubilate Choir; Gaudete Ringers, Helen Castle, conductor 

 Blythe Kinsey, piano; Laura Black and Brett Parrish, soloists 

A/V Team: Kari Case  

Acolytes: Ellie Henriques, Sumner Martin 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Frank Graham, 

Craig Parrish, Carol Watkins 

Welcome Team: Kathy Rasimas, Jennifer Hurlburt, Kasia Hurlburt, Terry 

Gaines 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 



want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain a weekly 

devotion and information about upcoming worship services and church 

activities. Also, find us on Instagram: @southmeckpres and Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, October 27 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of October 3, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by the path of destruction left by Hurricane 

Helene. 

• David and Vonda Huss and their family as David’s mother, Phyllis 
Huss, entered the Church triumphant on September 30. 

• Howard Murphy as he recovers from surgery.  

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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