
 

A Service of Worship 

25th Sunday after Pentecost  

November 10, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Strong Deliverer! Phil Lehenbauer 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying Ken Medema 

*Call to Worship    Miles Ullman 

One: Siblings in Christ, we are loved by God. 

Many: The creator of heaven and earth knows us by name. 

One:  God hears and answers our cries for help.  

Many: God shows compassion and kindness to us, so that we may 

show the same to others. 

One: With our lives, may we praise and magnify our awesome God!  

ALL:  Let us come to worship the One who loves us, without 

condition! 

*Hymn 307 God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONNDA 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Odom 

Gracious God, we confess that many things keep us from fully 

trusting in your love. We are often distracted by our own desires 

and disappointments. We cling to anger. We fear for the future 

rather than seek signs of hope. Forgive us. Shine your love upon us 

so that your glory may be seen in us. Give us courage to follow Jesus 

wherever he leads. Help us as forgiven and renewed people to 

reflect the love and life of Jesus Christ into our world, for this we 

pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

*Response of Praise  No. 582 (stanza 1) 



Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Watch this video of the story. What do you 

notice?  

2. Today’s story is about a coin! Or two coins, really. 
Get a coin out and play some games with it. Here 

are some ideas about what to play!  

3. In the story, a widow gives two coins, which is all 

she has. This woman is ALL IN for Jesus. Do the Hokey Pokey. When 

you get to the end and put your “whole self in,” add the words, “for 
Jesus!” 

4. Print out this page and color it. While you color, think about what it 

might mean to be a “Cheerful Giver.” 

5. Journal, considering the following: 

a) What are the "scribes" doing?  

b) I wonder why Jesus says that is not good. 

c) What does Jesus notice about the poor widow?  

d) Why do you think Jesus told this story? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Psalm 127:1-5 Rev. Odom 

Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless 

the Lord guards the city, the guard keeps watch in vain. It is in vain that 

you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for 

he gives sleep to his beloved. Sons are indeed a heritage from the Lord, 

the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are 

the sons of one's youth. Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them. 

He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the 

gate. 

Anthem Have You Heard God's Voice? Frederick Chatfield 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GivTS-DBBWI
https://letgrow.org/penny-games/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/traqair57/52327627903/in/dateposted-public/


Chancel Choir; Ben Bickett, soloist 

Have you heard God's voice; has your heart been stirred? Are you still 

prepared to follow? Have you made a choice to remain and serve, 

though the way be rough and narrow? Will you use your voice; will you 

not sit down when the multitudes are silent? Will you make a choice to 

stand your ground when the crowds are turning violent? 

Will you walk the path that will cost you much and embrace God's love 

and sorrow? Will you trust in One who entrusts to you the disciples of 

tomorrow? Will you watch the news with the eyes of faith 

and believe it could be different? Will you share your views using 

words of grace? Will you leave a thoughtful imprint? In your city 

streets will you be God's heart? Will you listen to the voiceless? Will 

you stop and eat, and when friendships start, will you share your faith 

with the faithless? We will walk the path that will cost us much and 

embrace God's love and sorrow. Will you trust in One who entrusts to 

you the disciples of tomorrow? 

Second Reading Mark 12:38-44 Dr. Whitney Bayer 

As he taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in 

long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to 

have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 

They devour widows' houses and for the sake of appearance say long 

prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation." He sat down 

opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 

treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and 

put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called 

his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put 

in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of 

them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her 

poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Community Dr. Bayer 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) 

 Brief Statement of Faith PC (USA) 

 Rev. Odom 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the 

reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the 

captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing 

the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, 

forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, 

suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of 

the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless 



life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 

eternal. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory There Is So Much Work for Love to Do Cynthia Gray 

 Jubilate Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

There is so much work for love to do. Brother, take a stand: “No more 
hate!” We can’t delay, there’s so much work to do. Sister, lift your voice: 

“No more lies!” Just break the ties, there is so much work to do. 
Everybody shout, “No more pain!” It is a shame, there’s so much work to 
do. Can you hear us? “No more fear!” The time is here. There’s so much 
work to do. So much crying, so much dying, love be in our hearts. Love 

be in our hearts, be in our hands. Be in our thoughts, in our words. Love 

be in our hearts. There is so much work for love to do. 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry 

of SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Emily Mitchell  

Gracious God, may the offering of our whole lives be a living witness 

to your unconditional love as revealed in the way, truth, and life of 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 376 When All Is Ended YOGANANDA 

(stanzas 1-5) 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Bayer 

*Hymn 376 When All Is Ended YOGANANDA 

(stanza 6) 



 

Postlude Trumpet Tune Michael McCabe 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

  Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

Chancel Choir 

Jubilate Choir 

Ben Bickett, soloist 

Blythe Kinsey, piano 

 Emily Mitchell, Miles Ullman, liturgists 

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes 

Ushers: Dick Engle, Judy Jones, Donna Podgorny, Brett Thompson,  

Linda Thompson, Bob Williamson 



Welcome Team: Kathy Graham, Natalie Guy, Jack Hess, Claire Latzke, 

Amy Zagora 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain 

a weekly devotion and information about upcoming worship services and 

church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, November 24 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of November 7, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by the path of destruction left by Hurricane Helene 

and Hurricane Milton. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, amid the chaos that has 

enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian/
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


 



 


	Remember in Prayer

