
 

A Service of Worship 

26th Sunday after Pentecost  

November 17, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

 

We Gather 

Prelude Chanson Douce John Dixon 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit Seek Ye First Karen Lafferty 

*Call to Worship    Graeme Mitchell 

One: We are here to worship a remarkable God,  

Many: Who is able to accomplish far more than we can ever ask or 

imagine.  

One: The love of God welcomes us, 

Many: the grace of Christ awaits us, 

One: and the joy of the Spirit enfolds us.  

ALL: So, come let us worship God. 

*Hymn 352 My Lord! What a Morning  WHAT A MORNING 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Bayer 

Eternal God, too often we settle for the way things are. We embrace 

what is comfortable and disengage from the work of necessary 

change. We fail to hope for a new day and a new world because our 

present reality feels good enough. Forgive us. Have mercy upon us. 

Fill us with the passion to live and work towards a world made just 

and new. Amen.  

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise  No. 582 (stanza 1) 



Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, 

whose grace has pardoned me, and to the Spirit, whose love has set 

me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus talks about the 
temple. Take a look at this website, which shows 

you what the temple looked like at that time. This 

page talks about the history of the temple, 

including the passage we read today where Jesus 

tells the disciples that the temple will be 

destroyed.  

2. Listen to a readaloud of The Little Yellow Leaf by Carin Berger. The 

disciples are scared of what will happen when the temple is 

destroyed and when Jesus dies, but Jesus reassures them that even 

when scary things happen, God is somehow working for good. Like 

the disciples, the little leaf is afraid to let go. Are you nervous about 

what’s going to happen next in your life? 

3. Play with some blocks! How high can you stack them before they fall 

over? What do you do when something you are making falls down? 

Pretend you are making a temple or a church with your blocks. What 

does it look like? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a) Why do you think that Jesus discouraged the disciples from 

placing too much importance on the temple? 

b) What do you think Jesus meant when he talked about “false 
teachers”? Who do you consider to be a false teacher? 

c) Does this passage give you peace and comfort or make you 

uneasy? Why do you think that is? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Jeremiah 7:1-4 Dr. Bayer 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: Stand in the gate of the 

Lord's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the 

https://www.templemount.org/
https://www.templemount.org/destruct2.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I23L4DKFsv4


Lord, all you people of Judah, you that enter these gates to worship the 

Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and 

your doings, and let me dwell with you in this place. Do not trust in these 

deceptive words: "This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, 

the temple of the Lord." 

Anthem Come to Me Dan Forrest 

Chancel Choir; Paige Berkebile, cello;  

Brett Parrish, tenor; Ann Carney, piano 

Come to Me, all you who labor. Come to Me, and I will give you rest; 

come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened and you will find rest 

for your souls. Come, my child, learn my heart: for I am gentle and 

lowly. See how great my love for you that I have called you my child. 

Second Reading Mark 13:1-8 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, 

Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!" Then Jesus asked 

him, "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here 

upon another; all will be thrown down." When he was sitting on the 

Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew 

asked him privately, "Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign 

that all these things are about to be accomplished?" Then Jesus began to 

say to them, "Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my 

name and say, "I am he!' and they will lead many astray. When you hear 

of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but 

the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will 

be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Apocalyptic Hope Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 



day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory I've Got Peace Like a River arr. Gary Lanier 

 Paige Berkebile, cello 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry 

of SMPC by giving online at smpchome.org or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Sumner Martin 

Abundant God, from the gifts and offerings we have given this day and 

the service opportunities present all around us, help us to be faithful 

disciples in all that we think, do and say, so that your great love may 

be revealed and offer healing and peace to all people. Amen.  

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 357 The Days Are Surely Coming LLANGLOFFAN 

https://onrealm.org/SMPChome/-/form/give/now


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

* Response Hymn 765     

  May the God of Hope Go with Us                 ARGENTINA 

 (Choir sings once then all repeat) 

May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our lives 

with love and joy and peace. May the God of justice speed us on 

our way, bringing light and hope to every land and race. Praying, 

let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; working for 

a world that's new, faithful when we hear Christ's call. 

Postlude March in G John Dixon 



Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor for Youth and Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

  Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation  

Chancel Choir; Paige Berkebile, cello; Brett Parrish, tenor; Ann Carney, 

piano 

 Graeme Mitchell, Sumner Martin, liturgists 

Acolytes: Jones Woodard, Rue Woodard 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 

Ushers: Bob Cushman, Dean Elledge, Mary Elledge, Curtis Guy, Kara 

Guy, Bjorn Hansen 

Welcome Team: Leanne Royster, Katie Powell, Geena Woodard, Harper 

Leigh Woodard, Mike Woodard 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. These emails contain 

a weekly devotion and information about upcoming worship services and 

church activities. Also, find us on Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian and Instagram: @southmeckpres. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, November 24 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of November 14, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by the path of destruction left by Hurricane Helene 

and Hurricane Milton. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, amid the chaos that has 

enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

https://conta.cc/48gdajS
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian/
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
file:///C:/Users/MK%20Zagora/Documents/Administrator/Bulletins/2023/nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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