
 

A Service of Worship 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 22, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude          The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came arr. Anna Laura Page 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Introit  DIX 

Light a candle bright and tall 

For a Love which knows no end. 

Love that comes to one and all. 

Fear and hatred to upend. 

Shine within our hearts today 

Come, O Love, to us, we pray 

*Call to Worship   

Lighting of the Advent Candle – LOVE 

Charlie, Nancy, Andrew, Jessica, Henry, and Charlotte Metzler 

One: God of hope, God of peace, God of joy, and God of love, 

teach us how to love one another as reflections of your light 

in the world.  

All: God of promise, God of love, into our darkness come. 

*Carol 100     My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout STAR OF COUNTY DOWN 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Great God, as we prepare to behold the birth of Jesus again, we are 

mindful of how we have failed to receive the fullness of that gift. The 

story points us to your glory, yet we struggle to join in the song of 

praise and thanksgiving. We are distracted and confused, so focused 

on things of little significance we overlook the good news of great joy 

that you have prepared. Tell us again that the Savior is born. Tell us 

again that we are forgiven. Tell us again that our lives can be abundant 

in faith, hope and love because of what you have given us in Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise   

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 



and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Check out this video that illustrates the story for 

today. What do you notice when watching the 

story this way? 

2. What do you think an angel looks like? The Bible 

has lots of descriptions of angels that don’t match 
the way we usually draw them! Sometimes, it 

says they have four faces and four wings, or sometimes it seems like 

they look like people without wings. In some places, it says that 

angels look like interlocking golden wheels! Draw a picture of what 

you think an angel looks like. Nobody really knows, so you can’t get 
it wrong. 

3. Listen to this version of the song that Mary sings. What do you 

notice about her song? What does she say? What does it mean? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What is the relationship between Mary and Elizabeth? 

b. Who is the baby that Elizabeth will give birth to?  

c. Why do you think Mary decided to go visit Elizabeth? 

d. Who is an “Elizabeth” in your life? 

Children’s Liturgy     Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for Children’s 
Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 114 stanza 3): 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Micah 5:2-5a Dr. Bayer 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give 

them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 

the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall 

stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the 

name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be 

great to the ends of the earth; 5 and he shall be the one of peace. If the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tmkp1zPnfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_upj9NFKJw


Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise 

against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers. 

Anthem Gabriel, Archangel Bright Daniel Burton 

 Chancel Choir 

Gabriel, archangel bright, brighter than the sun is light,  

from Heaven to earth he took his flight. Letare ("Let us rejoice"):  

Let us rejoice! In Naz'reth, that ancient town, knelt he full humbly 

down, and said to Mary, "God is with thee." Letare: Let us rejoice!  

"Hail Mary, full of grace, God is with thee, ever was, He hath in  

thee reserved a place."  Letare: Let us rejoice! Fear not, nor count 

 the cost, blest in thee the Holy Ghost to save the souls that were 

forlost. Letare: Let us rejoice! 

Second Reading Luke 1:39-45 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 

loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 

in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Confidante Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Apostles’ Creed 

  Rev. Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



Offertory Blest Mary Walks Amid the Thorn arr. Todd Marchand 

 Joanna Alford, soprano 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology Advent Doxology R. G. Huff 

Praise to God, the One who made us.  

Praise to Christ, the soon-born Son. 

Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One. 

Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day! 

*Prayer of Dedication Lindsey Odom 

Holy One, this Advent season we wait with love, and we give with 

love. Love for you, O God, and love for all of our neighbors. Receive 

our gifts and offerings, and use them to create hope, peace, joy, and 

love within your creation. 

 We Go Out to Serve 

*Carol 110 Love Has Come BRING A TORCH 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Benediction Response  R. G. Huff  

Go, all ye faithful! All who know the Savior. 

Carry the message far beyond these walls. 

Hold forth the Christ-light. Conquer every darkness. 

Go forth, O Church of Jesus! Proclaim the One who frees us! 

Speak peace! Reach out in mercy, in kindness, and love. 

 Postlude "Danse Festivale on 'Adeste Fidelis'" Hakanpää 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 



Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Joanna Alford, soprano  

Acolytes:  Caroline Trimmer, Graham Trimmer 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 

Ushers: Richard Franseen, Curtis Guy, Kara Guy, Donna Podgorny, Bob 

Williamson, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Dana Hefner, Wells Hefner, Jennifer Hurlburt, Kasia 

Hurlburt 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, January 26 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor, 

whitney@smpchome.org or 980-265-2835. 

Congregational Notes (as of December 19, 2024) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Laura Schelhammer and her family, as Laura’s father, George Wolf, 
entered the Church triumphant on December 10. 

• Susan Hicks and her family, as Susan’s mother, Joyce Shellabarger, 
entered the Church triumphant on December 13. 

• Cathy Janney and her family, as Cathy’s mother, Betty Wooten, 
entered the Church triumphant on December 16. 

• All those involved in the continued hurricane recovery efforts.  

• All those living with uncertainty in the Middle East. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, amid the chaos that has 

enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 
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