
 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 8, 2024 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude         Zimbelstern - Prelude on “Prepare the Way, O Zion” Paul Fey 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit  DIX 

Light a candle bright and tall 

For the peace we wish to know. 

Peace on earth for great and small 

God’s good news to us bestow. 
Shine within our hearts today 

Come, O peace, to us, we pray. 

*Call to Worship   

Lighting of the Advent Candle – PEACE 

Jill and Don Page; Kelley, Matthew, Austin and Sydney Favreau 

One: God of hope, Prince of Peace, You speak peace into the world 

in the Way of the Christ child. Help us embody your peace and 

live as peacemakers that we may be called children of God. 

All: God of hope, God of peace, into our darkness come. 

*Carol 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

(stanzas 1-2, 6-7) 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Holy God, we confess we prefer the crooked paths where we think we 

can hide from you. We’d rather you didn’t examine us too closely; all 
we do and fail to do. Yet you are coming not to judge, but to save us 

from our sins and our love of sinning. So come, Lord, by crooked path 

or straight, to enter our aching hearts. In the certainty of your grace 

we make our prayer. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace     Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise   

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today, for those who are attending worship in 

person, we have the Alternative Gift Market. Click 

here to access the online version of the Children’s 
Market if you are worshiping from home or use 

the QR Code if you are in person. Watch some of 

the videos and learn more about the different 

places that SMPC supports during this Advent season.  

2. Our scripture readings today are from Malachi and Luke. Find 

Malachi in your Bible. Now find Luke. The Malachi scripture is 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1f38oAngRITdoRD3VVcF1OFlGvTmj2V5Ha80n9S4P5y4/preview?slide=id.p


predicting what happens in Luke. There aren’t that many pages in 
the Bible, but there are 400 years between these writings! Think 

about how long that is! For comparison, 400 years ago was 1624. 

The Declaration of Independence hadn’t even been written! Think 

about how long that was for the people to wait. What do you think 

it was like for them? 

3. Malachi’s message is not an easy one. He’s a prophet who is telling 
us that sometimes, following God will be very difficult. Think about 

taking a medicine that tastes terrible or getting a shot. How about 

putting on lotion when your skin is really dry and it stings?! 

Sometimes, we have to do things that are hard in order to be the 

kind of people that God wants us to be. Draw a picture of a time you 

had to do something difficult so that you could be better. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What is a messenger? What’s their job? 

b. When have you had to do something difficult that helped you 

get better? 

c. What does it mean for something to be purified? 

 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for Children’s 
Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 114 stanza 3): 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Luke 3:1-6 Dr. Bayer 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 

region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: "Prepare the way 

of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 

straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.' " 

 



Anthem Every Valley John Ness Beck 

 Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain made low,  

and the crooked made straight, and the rough places plain,  

and all flesh shall see it together. For the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord 

hath spoken it. Amen. 

Second Reading Malachi 2:17-3:4 Dr. Brown 

You have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet you say, "How have we 

wearied him?" By saying, "All who do evil are good in the sight of the 

Lord, and he delights in them." Or by asking, "Where is the God of 

justice?" See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 

and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 

says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like 

fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 

the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 

present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Seriously Dr. Brown 

Hymn 463  FOUNDATION 

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, my grace, all sufficient, 

shall be thy supply; the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design thy 

dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Apostles’ Creed 

  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen arr. Molly Ijames 

 Ann Carney, recorder; Laura Schelhammer, flute 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology Advent Doxology R. G. Huff 

Praise to God, the One who made us.  

Praise to Christ, the soon-born Son. 

Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One. 

Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day! 

*Prayer of Dedication Madi Jenkins 

Holy One, this Advent season, we wait in peace.  For we have left 

behind us a time of fear and uncertainty and we raise our heads 

because we know our redemption is coming near. May our gifts be 

dedicated to help heal the brokenness of our world and to welcome 

Jesus into the world once again. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 We Go Out to Serve 

*Carol 106 Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Benediction Response  R. G. Huff  

Go, all ye faithful! All who know the Savior. 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


Carry the message far beyond these walls. 

Hold forth the Christ-light. Conquer every darkness. 

Go forth, O Church of Jesus! Proclaim the One who frees us! 

Speak peace! Reach out in mercy, in kindness, and love. 

 Postlude Toccata on "Veni Emmanuel" Adam Heron 

 Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Ann Carney, piano and recorder 

 Laura Schelhammer, flute  

 Madi Jenkins, liturgist 

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes  

Ushers: Mitchell Davis, George Elledge, Mary Elledge, Judy Jones, Brett 

Thompson, Linda Thompson 

Welcome Team: Kathy Galati 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we  

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, at nancy@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session 

will gather to welcome new members on Sunday December 22 at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, mailto:nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839. 

Congregational Notes (as of December 5, 2023) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Julie Boyes, as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those affected by the path of destruction left by Hurricane 

Helene and Hurricane Milton. 

• All those caught in the crossfire of warfare in Israel and Gaza. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, amid the chaos that has 

enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
https://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian/
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


	Remember in Prayer

