
 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 19, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Trumpet Voluntary John Stanley 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Introit Divinum Mysterium Plainsong 

*Call to Worship   Oliver Bayer      

One:  With God, all things are made new. 

Many:  We are made new creatures in Christ! 

One:  The mouth of the Lord has spoken.  

Many:  We are made new creatures in Christ! 

One:  The old things have passed away. 

ALL:  We are made new creatures in Christ! Amen. 

*Hymn 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Bayer 

You have blessed us with a variety of gifts, Holy God, but we are 

reluctant to share. We hoard what is most valuable and make excuses 

for ourselves when called to share. The Spirit has blessed each of us 

uniquely, but we hide our light under a bushel and fail to rise to our 

potential. God, forgive us and embolden us. Help us to claim our gifts 

and put them to good use. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise  No. 582 

 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 



and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Don’t resist the temptation to illustrate this story 
with some good old-fashioned Kool-Aid! They 

even make the kind now where you can just put a 

few drops into the bottom of an empty pitcher 

and then fill it with water, or you can use the 

powdered kind. Of course, this is not a miracle, 

but it is a lot of fun to imagine what it was like for the disciples to 

witness this miracle! 

2. Illustrate this story. Make sure to include facial expressions for the 

people when they realized that Jesus had performed his first miracle! 

You can use anything you want to draw and color. 

3. Listen to a readaloud of Fancy Nancy and the Wedding of the Century 

by Jane O’Connor. Nancy attends her uncle’s wedding, and it isn’t as 
fancy as she had hoped it would be. Still, she can share some of her 

own joy and creativity. Weddings are often occasions when lots of 

things can go wrong, but there is joy in the celebration. Why do you 

think Jesus’ first miracle is at a wedding feast? What could this tell us 
about who Jesus is? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a) Why do you think Mary told Jesus to do something about the 

problem? What does he say? What is interesting about this 

interaction? 

b) Share some of your favorite wedding memories, or if you are too 

young to have been to many weddings, ask the grown-ups in your 

life to share some of their wedding memories. 

c) What would you have thought if you were a servant or guest at 

the wedding? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Isaiah 62:1-5 Dr. Bayer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGgHDG6C7yU


For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not 

rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like 

a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings 

your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the 

Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and 

a royal diadem in the hand of your God. You shall no more be termed 

Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall 

be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the Lord delights 

in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a 

young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom 

rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 

Anthem O Love Elaine Hagenberg 

 Chancel Choir; Jill Deanne Fung, cello; Ann Carney, piano 

O Love that will not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 

That in thy ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 

O Joy that seeks me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

And feel the promise is not vain, 

That morn shall tearless be. 

Second Reading John 2:1-11 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother 

of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 

wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They 

have no wine." And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to 

you and to me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said to the 

servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Now standing there were six stone 

water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or 

thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled 

them up to the brim.  He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take it 

to the chief steward." So they took it. When the steward tasted the water 

that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though 

the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 

bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and 

then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have 

kept the good wine until now." Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana 

of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon More Than a Party Trick  Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Confession of 1967: 9.54-55 



  Rev. Lindsey Odom  

Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city, 

the household of God, a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, and 

an unending day culminate in the image of the kingdom. The kingdom 

represents the triumph of God over all that resists the divine will and 

disrupts God's creation. Already God's reign is present as a ferment in 

the world, stirring hope in people and preparing the world to receive 

its ultimate judgment and redemption. 

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present 

tasks and strives for a better world. It does not identify limited 

progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the 

face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church 

looks beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of God.  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring J. S. Bach 

 Jill Deanne Fung, cello 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Elizabeth Glover 

Generous God, just as Jesus transformed water into wine at the 

wedding in Cana, we ask you to bless and transform these gifts that 

we offer today. May they become a source of joy, hope, and 

abundance for those in need, reflecting the miracle of your love in our 

lives. Use these offerings to reveal your glory and draw others closer 

to you. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 850 In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness DIVINUM MYSTERIUM  

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

Congregational Meeting 

Closing Prayer  Gayle Ireland 

*Congregational Response 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Postlude Sinfonia from "Solomon" G. F. Handel 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 



 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir; Jill Deanne Fung, cello; Ann Carney, piano 

 Oliver Bayer, Elizabeth Glover, liturgists 

Acolyte: Ryan Wooley 

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox  

Ushers: Evan Mangels, Jonathan Mangels, Charlie Metzler, Jon Myers 

Craig Parrish, Jim Williams 

Welcome Team: Lorri Hattenhauer, Paul Hattenhauer, Kathy Rasimas 

This morning, our worship is centered around the theme of the wedding 

at Cana, where Jesus performed His first miracle. As we reflect on this 

powerful moment in Scripture, our music celebrates the joy, love, and 

transformation found in Christ’s presence through pieces normally heard 
at weddings. Join us as we lift our voices in worship, drawing inspiration 

from the biblical wedding to deepen our understanding of God’s love and 
faithfulness. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, January 26 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor, 

whitney@smpchome.org or 980-265-2835. 

Congregational Notes (as of January 16, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Rev. Lindsey Odom, as she is being treated for chronic leukemia and 

undergoes chemotherapy. 

• All those affected by the wildfires in Southern California. 

• All those involved in the continued hurricane recovery efforts.  

• All those living with uncertainty in the Middle East. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, amid the chaos that has 

enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

whitney@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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