
 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 26, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Great Is Thy Faithfulness arr. Dan Miller 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Moment for Mission  Greg Hobby 

Introit Come, Bring Your Burdens to God South African melody 

*Call to Worship   Camdyn Sheeler     

One:  Come, all who are weary from the past week.  

Many:  We come seeking rest; We come seeking comfort.  

One:  Come, all who are in need of inspiration for the week ahead.  

Many:  We come seeking God’s truth, word, and worship that will set 
us on the faithful path.  

One:  Come, all who are humble, open, and ready to learn.  

Many:  We come as disciples, ready to listen and learn. 

*Hymn 39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Gracious God, we are far from the people you have called us to be, but 

we confess that we have wandered from your light and your love. We 

are caught up in our self-centeredness, seeing things only in terms of 

how they relate to us, instead of focusing on our need of you, O’ God 
and our need for each other. We passively accept the sufferings of the 

world, expecting others to stand up and work for the change we would 

like to see. Lord, in your strength, renew us and compel us by your 

invitation that we may work to pursue your justice and mercy for all 

people, sharing your light and your love, in ways great and small. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

*Response of Praise  No. 582 

 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 



and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. One of the important verses from our passage is 

Nehemiah says, “the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” We might think about joy meaning 
happiness, but joy in the Bible is really different. 

It’s a choice and an attitude, not something that 
happens to you. Check out this video from the 

Bible Project that helps us to understand what joy means in the Bible.  

2. Find or create images of what joy looks like. It is a fun google search. 

I spent about 15 minutes this week just looking for images of joy, and 

it actually brought me joy as well! What does joy look like? How do 

you know when you see it? 

3. There are a lot of coloring pages based on Nehemiah 8:10. Some of 

them cost a couple dollars to download, but here are a few that are 

free: one, two, three. As you color, consider what it means that the 

joy of the Lord is your (our) strength. How is that true?  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a) Why do you think the people wanted to hear scripture read out 

loud? Why do you like to hear it read out loud? 

b) Why do you think they cried while he read it? 

c) Why do you think Nehemiah told the people to celebrate? 

d) How do you celebrate? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Philippians 3:12-14 Rev. Odom 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press 

on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Anthem How Lovely Are the Messengers Felix Mendelssohn 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GEbn7KX3exI
https://fromvictoryroad.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/neh-8-10.jpg?w=660
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjR1rhXwVcwZF2IjvK0VMu2L17pYwUB0gI4nd9-GO4ZUENVM9afQg0LRvBVaW6m-PeRmPrvsPVz6PPlHubRDiY2gO7u9UFCMo5G6ohDuWOSeVlOG15crpeAofraC8oGsfkJ1F5sBJI390U/s1600/The+Joy+of+the+lord.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/00/06/85/0006851f1af5a6ac1ac22b891f200d8a.jpg


 Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, organ 

How lovely are the messengers  

that preach us the gospel of peace. 

To all the nations is gone forth  

the sound of their words, throughout all  

the lands their glad tidings. 

Second Reading Nehemiah 8:1-10 Dr. Brown 

-all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 

told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had 

given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 

assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. 

This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the 

square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 

presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and 

the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. The scribe 

Ezra stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose; and 

beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on 

his right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hash-baddanah, 

Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. And Ezra opened the book in the 

sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 

opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, 

and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they 

bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. Also 

Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, 

Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to 

understand the law, while the people remained in their places. So they read 

from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, 

so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the 

governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 

people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not 

mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they heard the words of the 

law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and 

send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is 

holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 

strength." 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Regrets: Poison or Seed? Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Confession of 1967: 9.21-22 

  Dr. Whitney Bayer  

The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of 

humankind. His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and 

present hope for women and men when the gospel is proclaimed and 

believed. In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to all, 

moves people to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and 

initiates the new life in Christ. The new life takes shape in a 



community in which people know that God loves and accepts them in 

spite of what they are. They therefore accept themselves and love 

others, knowing that no one has any ground on which to stand, except 

God’s grace.  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Bright and Beautiful (A Children's Suite) arr. Mark Hayes 

 Laura Black, soprano 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Rue Woodard 

Gracious God, may our collective giving result in healing, hope, and 

justice to those in need. Our giving is a faithful response to the Spirit 

of the Lord that is upon us. All praise to you! Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 744 Arise, Your Light Is Come! FESTAL SONG 

 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


*Congregational Response 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Postlude Trumpet Voluntary on "Festal Song" Daniel Berghout 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Ann Carney, organ 

 Laura Black, soprano 

 Camdyn Sheeler, Rue Woodard, liturgists 

Acolyte: Jones Woodard 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora  

Ushers: Andy Burke, Bob Cushman, Dick Engle, Bjorn Hansen, Judy Jones, 

Carol Watkins 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Donna Podgorny  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Our Offertory this week is sung by Laura Black, our new Ministry 

Associate for Children and Music!  You may recall that Laura leads our 

children’s choirs on Sunday evenings as part of our Bible and Music 
(BAM!) program and since Laura works with both our children’s and 
music ministries, it seemed a natural choice that she sings “Bright and 
Beautiful,” a medley of children’s songs! Laura is an accomplished 
performer in both musical theatre and opera, and she is a passionate and 

motivated teacher with over a decade of experience working with 

students of all skill levels. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To 

learn more, contact Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor, 

whitney@smpchome.org or 980-265-2835. 



SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

whitney@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 
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