
 

A Service of Worship 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 2, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude          Variations on "Land of Rest" Anthony Giamanco 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Introit I Just Came to Praise the Lord arr. Jack Schrader 

 Laura Schelhammer, flute 

*Call to Worship  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

One:  You call us, O Christ, to live as your disciples,  

Many: with new life, by way of new paths, seeking new ways.  

One:  In your call for us to share the good news of God's love,   

Many: grant us faith.   

One: In your command not to fear,  

Many: grant us courage.    

One: In your invitation to follow,  

Many: grant us the ability to surrender.  

One: Restore us to the joy of living as your disciples,  

Many: that we may join in your holy work and bear witness to your 

love. 

*Hymn 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN FESTE BURG 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   Dr. Bayer 

Lord of hosts, Jesus of Galilee, Holy Spirit, forgive us for the ways we 

have fallen short. You ask us to look to the margins and care for the 

lost; we center ourselves. You ask us to give away; we grab for more. 

You ask us to love one another; we cannot see beyond our divisions. 

Forgive us. We call on you, our beloved, our help, our God, our hope. 

Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise  Hymn 582 



Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Have you ever been at a family gathering or a 

party with adults and had them keep saying, “Oh 
my goodness, you’ve grown up so much!” or 
telling you stories from when you were little over 

and over? Did you feel like they weren’t seeing 
you for who you really are? That you were still a 

little kid in their minds and always would be? This is kind of like 

what happens with Jesus in the gospel passage today.  

2. Listen to a readaloud of Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo 

Willems. I bet it is a favorite for many of you! When pigeon is not 

allowed to drive the bus, he becomes extremely angry and flies into 

a rage. Similarly, when Jesus challenges the people in his 

hometown, they become filled with rage and try to throw him off a 

cliff! What do you think a faithful response is when we become 

angry? 

3. Print out and color this coloring page. Or you might do a word 

search, crossword, or decoder as you think about this story. It can 

be a troubling story to read, and it’s helpful for us to process 
difficult scriptures.  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a) Who are the people in the synagogue/temple? 

b) What does Jesus say to them? Why does this make them angry? 

c) What do they do to Jesus in response? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Anthem I Believe Mark Miller 

Chancel Choir; Brett Parrish, soloist; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

I believe in the sun, even when it's not shining. 

I believe in love, even when I don't feel it. 

I believe in God, even when God is silent. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-dHeNfXtgc
https://www.supercoloring.com/sites/default/files/styles/coloring_full/public/cif/2013/11/jesus-rejected-in-nazareth-by-alexandre-bida-coloring-page.jpg
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-rejected-in-nazareth-3
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-rejected-in-nazareth-3
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-rejected-in-nazareth-1
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/jesus-rejected-in-nazareth-2


Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Reading from the Gospels Luke 4:16-30 Dr. Brown 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 

the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 

read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 

the scroll and found the place where it was written: "The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 

sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of 

the Lord's favor." And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 

him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing." All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 

gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's 

son?" He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 

"Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, "Do here also in your hometown 

the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.' " And he said, 

"Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's hometown. But 

the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when 

the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a 

severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them 

except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in 

Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed 

except Naaman the Syrian." When they heard this, all in the synagogue 

were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led 

him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they 

might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and 

went on his way. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Provocateur? Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Nicene Creed 

  Rev. Odom 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 



kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Offertory Here I Am, Lord arr. Janet Linker 

 Ann Carney, piano; Laura Schelhammer, flute; Zach Bowyer, organ 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Bayer 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. (Pastor’s prayer) 
. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Dr. Bayer, Dr. Brown 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come forward (see diagram), take the elements, and return to 

your seat. Remove the wafer on the bottom of the cup before opening the juice. 

If you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat.  

Communion of the People 

The Prayer after Communion  Dr. Brown 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 162 O Carpenter, Why Leave the Bench LAND OF REST 

(stanza 1: all; stanza 2: low voices; stanza 3: high voices; stanza 4: all) 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response  Hymn 162, stanza 5 

O carpenter, who else could do 

the work that you have done? 

What can we do but sing your praise, 

O Savior, Mary's son! 

Postlude Reformation Suite arr. James Pethel 

IV. A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 



 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Laura Schelhammer, flute 

 Brett Parrish, soloist 

 Ann Carney, Blythe Kinsey, piano 

A/V Team: Kari Case  

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Frank Graham, Judy Jones, Craig Parrish, Donna 

Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Caeden Myers, Crystal Myers, Grayson 

Myers, Jon Myers, Kathy Rasimas 

We light a candle in worship today celebrating the birth of Allison 

Annette Jones on January 25. Congratulations to Bree and Nick Jones and 

big brother Cayden! 

There are several options to remember or honor a loved 

one with the SMPC Flower Ministry! Find more details and 

sign up to reserve a Sunday via the QR code. Contact: 

Karen Malmut, karenmalmut@yahoo.com. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, February 23 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor, 

whitney@smpchome.org or 980-265-2835 

Congregational Notes (as of January 30, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Stuart, Wendy and Leigh Wardlaw as their son and brother, Stephen 

Wardlaw, entered the Church triumphant on January 27. 

• Kay Dano, as her son, David Dano, passed away on January 28.  

• All those affected by the wildfires in Southern California. 

• All those involved in the continued hurricane recovery efforts.  

• All those living with uncertainty in the Middle East. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, amid the chaos that has 

enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

mailto:karen.malmut@verizonwireless.com
mailto:karenmalmut@yahoo.com
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


SESSION 

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027 

Emily Brown Dave Gaines Alicia Bickett 

Rich Fuller Caroline Guy Kara Guy 

Adrienne Jaquith Lisa Kuszmar Manny Villa 

Bill Ramsey Jon Myers Bob Williamson  

 Gayle Ireland 

Clerk of Session 

 

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 

Michael Choren Gena DeChant 

Richard Franseen Tim Maguire 

Susan Hicks Lee Martin 

Marge Kruse Josh Schardt 

Tom Massey Carol Stillerman 

Crystal Myers Dana Hefner 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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