
 

A Service of Worship 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 16, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Adoration Florence Price 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Introit Kum ba Yah African American spiritual 

*Call to Worship   Harrison Rose 

One: Poor or despairing, we come to be blessed.  

Many: Hungry or tired, we come to be restored.  

One: Sorrowing or sighing, we come to discover joy.  

Many: We have come to follow Jesus.  

One: We have come to share our hopes and our dreams.  

Many: We have come to embrace our doubts and our fears.  

One: We have come to listen, learn, and move forward in faith.  

Many:  Jesus says, “come, come just as you are.”  

One: All are welcome here. So, come, let us place our trust in God! 

Many: Let us live in blessed faith together! 

*Hymn 35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Holy God, we confess that we doubt your capacity to work through us. 

We hold on to fears that make us unworthy to speak and witness to the 

truth of your Gospel. We struggle to grasp the wholeness of your claim 

over us as your beloved children. Remind us that new life in Christ 

means new thoughts, new ways of living, and new decisions and 

actions. Forgive us for failing to trust you in all things. Renew us in your 

love, O God, and heal us with the comfort of your abundant grace and 

mercy. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom 

*Response of Praise  No. 472 



Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 

Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 

Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 

O Lord, kum ba yah! 

 We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Listen to a readaloud of the book Those Shoes by 

Maribeth Boelts. The book is about a boy named 

Jeremy who desperately wants a pair of trendy 

shoes that everyone else at school has. However, 

his family can’t afford them. Over the course of 

the story, Jeremy learns about generosity, 

contentment, and what truly matters—kindness and caring for 

others. This is similar to what Jesus is teaching the people in today’s 

Gospel passage from Luke.  

2. Play a blessing game with your family. Sit in a circle with a ball or a 

stuffed animal that you can toss. As you toss it to another person, 

say something kind about them. Then they toss it to another 

person. Continue around the circle, making sure everyone has 

plenty of turns to bless and be blessed. 

3. Check out this free printable booklet. I especially like page 21, the 

color by number, but the maze also looks like good fun!  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. What do you think Jesus meant when He said, "Blessed are the 

poor"? 

b. Why do you think Jesus says we are blessed when we help 

others? 

c. How can we share God’s love with someone who is sad or left 

out? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 
As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 
The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Jeremiah 17:5-10 Rev. Odom 
Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make 
mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. They 
shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGKYmjaYqhY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTlPm6_opW4PK19xjLU1rhzcHelre75M/view


They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited 
salt land. Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 
They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the 
stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; 
in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse— who can understand 
it? I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according 
to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings. 

Anthem The Meditations of My Heart Elaine Hagenberg 

 Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations  

of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord. 

O Lord my Rock, O Lord my strength,  

O Lord my God and Redeemer. 

Second Reading Luke 6:17-26 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd 

of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, 

and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be 

healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean 

spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for 

power came out from him and healed all of them. Then he looked up at 

his disciples and said: "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 

kingdom of God. "Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be 

filled. "Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. "Blessed are 

you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and 

defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap 

for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their 

ancestors did to the prophets. "But woe to you who are rich, for you have 

received your consolation. "Woe to you who are full now, for you will be 

hungry. "Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and 

weep. "Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 

ancestors did to the false prophets. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Present. Accounted for? Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

  Dr. Bayer  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 



judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Bayer 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Joyance Ron Mallory 

 Chancel Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 472 

Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba yah! 

Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba yah! 

Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba yah! 

O Lord, kum ba yah! 

*Prayer of Dedication  Emily Mitchell 

Gracious God, you know all those who are hungry, poor and 

disregarded, who we often overlook. You recognize their humanity 

and their suffering, and provide love, comfort, compassion, and care 

amongst the rejection they encounter in our world. Help us be part of 

that transformation. Take our gifts and offerings to feed the hungry 

and sustain the poor. Multiply our gifts to erase the divisions of our 

world, embracing all people in your inclusive love. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 852 When the Lord Redeems the Very Least I'LL FLY AWAY 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response  KUM BA YAH 

Go in peace, my friends. Go in peace. 

Go with hope, my friends. Go with hope. 

Go with love, my friends. Go with love. 

Oh, friends, go with God. 

Postlude Grand Processional Martin Shaw 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Emily Mitchell, Harrison Rose, liturgists 

 Chancel Choir 



 Chancel Ringers 

 Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Acolytes: Reese Earp, Lydia Rose 

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox  

Ushers: Mitchell Davis, George Elledge, Mary Elledge, Brett Thompson, 

Linda Thompson, Jim Williams 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Lorri Hattenhauer, Paul Hattenhauer, 

Josh Schardt 

In celebration of Black History Month, we will hear music from 

composers of African descent each Sunday in February. Today, our 

prelude is “Adoration” by Florence Price. Born in Little Rock, Arkansas in 

1887 to a mixed-race family, Price was a talented pianist from a young 

age. She enrolled in the New England Conservatory of Music at 14, where 

she studied composition and graduated in 1907. In 1932, Price’s 

Symphony in E Minor won a composition prize, leading to its premiere by 

the Chicago Symphony Orchestra — the first composition by a black 

woman to be performed by a major orchestra. In addition, you’ll hear the 

traditional African American spiritual, “Kum ba Yah,” interspersed 

throughout this morning’s service. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated 

staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 

The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return 

after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story 

interactively and engage with their peers. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there 

is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 



Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, February 23 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Melissa White, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of February 13, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those involved in the rebuilding efforts due to the wildfires in 

Southern California. 

• All those involved in the continued hurricane recovery efforts.  

• All those living with uncertainty in the Middle East. 

• All those affected by the conflict in Ukraine. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, amid the chaos that has 

enveloped their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

whitney@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Melissa White, Director of Hospitality and Connection 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 
Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Friday: Closed 
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Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
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