N
Y

"'South
Mecklenburg

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Service of Worship
Transfiguration of the Lord
March 2, 2025
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream

We Gather

Prelude Festival Suite: |. Festive Processional Gerhard Krapf
Kyle Gavagan, trumpet

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom

Introit Jesus, Light of Joy David Gambrell

*Call to Worship Rev. Odom

Leader: We come to the mountaintop to be covered in your presence,
O’ God.

People: We witness your bright power and are comforted by your
holiness.

Leader: We are comforted by the hope that comes from the
mountaintop, where you are so accessible, and where there is
no doubt of your glory.

People: The mountaintop reminds us why we worship you as we
witness your bright power, and your plan for the nations of
the earth.

ALL: As we prepare for worship, God bring us to the mountaintop,
so that we may be inspired to do your work in the valley
below.

*Hymn 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO
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1 Im - mor - tal, in - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou to  both great and small
4 Thou reign - est in thou dwell-est in light.
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thy great name we praise.
of good - ness and love.
but naught chang - eth  thee.
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. 3

I

I
I [ I

R B R

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Gracious God, we have heard your call to listen to Jesus, by observing
the life he lived and practicing his radical love and justice, but we have
chosen instead to parse out what we like and discard the rest. Forgive
us for all the ways we seek to pull things under our power, for the ways
we fashion the world and put ourselves first. Help us to know the mind
of Christ, in all of our thoughts, words, and deeds, so that our lives may
come to honor you. This we pray in your name and in the power of the

Holy Spirit. Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace
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Rev. Odom

Rev. Odom




*Response of Praise Hymn 673, stanza 2

Now the shadows fall around us; now the evening has begun:
still your gracious light is with us, brighter than the morning sun.
Alleluia, alleluia, God of glory, Three-in-One.

We Hear and Respond to the Word

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman

1.

Have you ever seen someone’s face light up with
joy? Maybe when they got exciting news, saw a
friend they hadn’t seen in a long time, or were
just really happy? Their whole face seemed to
shine! This is kind of like what happens with
Moses in our Bible story today. Try this activity:
Stand in front of a mirror and make different facial expressions—
happy, excited, surprised. Notice how your face changes. Then, with
a family member, take turns sharing good news and watch each
other's faces light up!

Listen to a read-aloud of This Little Light of Mine illustrated by E.B.
Lewis. The Children’s choirs sang a song today that included this
familiar song. How can you let your light shine? What do the
pictures in this version of the book teach you about letting your light
shine?

In the scripture passage, Moses covers his face with a veil. Make a
self-portrait using whatever you have around your house. After you
finish, staple a piece of wax paper to the top of your portrait so that
it acts like a “veil.” What do you think Moses was thinking and
feeling? Why do you think he put a veil on his face?

4. Journal, considering the following:
a) How do you think Moses felt when he realized his face was
shining?
b) Why do you think people were afraid when they saw him?
c) How can we reflect God’s love and light to those around us?
d) What is one way you can spend time with God this week so that
God'’s light shines through you?
3" Grade Bible Presentation Rebecca Guzman
Anthem The Light of God's Love Mark Burrows

Alleluia and Hosanna Choirs; Lilly Hall and Alec White, percussion

Look into my heart, what do you see? God'’s light shining in me.
And | can reflect God’s image, shine so bright,
it will chase away the darkest night.
It’s a light that’s brighter than a thousand stars above,
the light of God’s love! Deep down in your heart,
you’ve got it too, God'’s light shining in you.
And you can reflect God’s image, shine so bright,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0T3IiZjjDI

it will chase away the darkest night.

It’s a light that’s brighter than a thousand stars above,
the light of God'’s love! This little light of mine, I’'m gonna
let it shine. And we can reflect God’s image,
shine so bright, it will chase away the darkest night.
It’s a light that’s brighter than a thousand stars above,
the light of God'’s love!

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman
As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.
Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the sermon.

Prayer for lllumination Dr. Matthew S. Brown

First Reading Luke 9:28-36 Dr. Brown
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and
John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became
dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to
him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which
he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions
were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they
saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah"—not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud
came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered
the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my Son,
my Chosen; listen to him!" When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things
they had seen.

Second Reading Exodus 34:27-35 Dr. Brown
The Lord said to Moses: Write these words; in accordance with these
words | have made a covenant with you and with Israel. He was there
with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank
water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the ten
commandments. Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down
from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand,
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been
talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin



of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But
Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation
returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites
came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking
with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before
the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out;
and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of
his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until
he went in to speak with him.

One: This is the word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.
Sermon Beware or Be Aware? Dr. Brown
*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Nicene Creed

Rev. Odom
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offertory Siyahamba arr. Ruth Morris Gray
Chancel Choir

Siyahamba kukah nyeni kwen khos!
We are marching in the light of God!

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*Doxology Hymn 673, stanza 3
With the saints we lift our voices, God of power, God of might.
All creation shines with glory, singing praises day and night:
alleluia, alleluia, holy, holy, holy light.


http://www.smpchome.org/give

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table Dr. Brown

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom
One: The Lord be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. (Pastor’s prayer)

... (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Words of Institution Rev. Odom, Dr. Brown

The Bread and the Cup

You are invited to come forward (see diagram), take the elements, and return to
your seat. Leave the empty communion cup in the pew. If you are not able to
come forward, you will be served at your seat.

Communion of the People

The Prayer after Communion Dr. Brown

We Go Out to Serve

*Hymn 193 Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain UNSER HERRSCHER
(stanza 1: all; stanza 2: high voices; stanza 3: low voices; stanza 4: all)
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*Charge and Benediction Dr. Brown

*Congregational Response

Hymn 193, stanza 5

We who have beheld your glory, risen and ascended Lord,
cannot help but tell the story, all that we have seen and heard;
say with Peter, James, and John: "You are God's beloved Son!"

Postlude

Toccata on “Unser Herrscher”

Alan Smith

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

Worship Service Notes

Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach
Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation



Chancel Choir
Alleluia and Hosanna Choirs
Lilly Hall, Alec White, percussion; Kyle Gavagan, trumpet
Acolytes: Reese Earp, Lydia Rose
A/V Team: Kari Case
Ushers: Andrew Brown, Frank Graham, Judy Jones, Craig Parrish, Donna
Podgorny, Bob Williamson
Welcome Team: Curt Ireland, Shelby Ullman, Amy Zagora

In celebration of Women’s History month, we will hear music by women
composers every Sunday in March. Our offertory anthem today is Ruth
Morris Gray’s arrangement of Siyahamba, a traditional Zulu folksong.
Gray (b. 1961) is Chair of the Performing Arts Department at Rosemead
High School in Rosemead, CA, where she directs four choirs and teaches
AP Music Theory and Piano. In addition, during communion, we will hear
Roberta Rowland-Raybold’s “Blessed Are They That Hunger and Thirst”
from her The Beatitudes suite. Rowland-Raybold (b. 1938) spent most of
her professional life in the insurance industry while working part-time
composing and performing music in New York and Ohio. She now resides
in Little River, SC.

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we
want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database
Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram:
@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian.

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are
here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive
to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know:

e Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means
wiggles!

e We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children
engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service.

e Thereis a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated
staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe.

e Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade.
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return
after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story
interactively and engage with their peers.

e During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there
is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless.
e Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?



Our Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, March 23
at 11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Melissa White, Director of
Hospitality and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.

Congregational Notes (as of February 27, 2025)
Remember in Prayer
e Mandy Godbey and her family as her sister, Cynthia Changaris,
entered the Church triumphant on February 18.
e All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the
world and at home.
e Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, as they navigate the chaos
and challenges engulfing their country.
To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:
prayer@SMPChome.org.


mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org

SMPC WEEKLY MARCH 2, 2025
WELCOME!

After worship, we hope you'll join us for lemonade and cookies in the narthex.
Come meet friends old and new! Registry pads are located on your pew. Please sign
and pass to your neighbor and perhaps speak to someone you haven't met!

THIS WEEK'S CLASSES & EVENTS

t(]ﬂav SMPC Youth Lenten Lunch
Mecklenburg Hall, Middle and High Schoolers
MAH 2 Join us for lunch and Lenten activities and stations. Please note we'll
. meet directly after worship as we have Room in the Inn tonight.
11:30 a.1M. - Register on Realm. Contact: Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

1:00 p.m.

Room in the Inn
tUﬂﬂV Sardis Presbyterian Church
There are spots open for food donations and for
MAH_ volunteers to help with breakfast and cleanup (at
time of print). Contact: Lindsey Odom,
lindsey@smpchome.org.

today 4th and 5th Grade Bowling and Arcade
Spare Time Bowling in Pineville, 4th and 5th Graders
MAH 2 Join us for bowling, arcades and pizza! Register on Realm. Contact:
. Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org.

4:00p.m. -
2:30 p.m.

Handiworkers Grou
tuesuav Palmer Building, Rogm 104
MAH All levels of knitters, needlepointers, quilters, cross-stitchers and
. crocheters are invited. This group meets weekly to work on projects.
10:00 a.m. Contact: Judy Jameson, jgjameson@gmail.com.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
tUl’-Sﬂav Mecklenburg Hall
MAH Bring your family and friends for a pancake feast as we
. prepare to journey through the Lenten season ‘
5:30 together. We will collect food donations to support our
- Dm " Center of Hope ministry: pancake mix (add water
7:00 .M. variety), syrup, Tang drink mix and quick grits.
"' $5/person (maximum family cost of $20). Register on
Realm via the QR code by today, March 2. . Contact:
Melissa White, melissa@smpchome.org.

wed“esday Conversations with Dr. Matt Brown
McQueen Room or Zoom
MAH 5 We will discuss the scripture for the coming week’s sermon. All are
. welcome! Contact Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org, for Zoom info.

.l.

Making Space Mom's Group
tnursnav McQueen Room

MAH 6 Moms of all ages are invited to join us on the first and third
. Thursdays of every month for study, service and fellowship. Contact:
1:30 p.m. Allison Reeves, allison.tarwater@gmail.com.




i Friday Morning Men's Group
"Idav Chapel 206
MAR 7 This group meets on the first and third Fridays of every month. They
. are beginning a new book, Green Lights by Matthew McConaughey.
71:30 a.m. - All are welcome. Contact: Curt Ireland, irelandcurtis00@gmail.com.

8:30a.m.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
saturuav The need for blood is greater now than ever.
MAH 8 Parents! Remember that Parents' Morning Out is

. also on March 8, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (see more
8:00 2.m. - below)! Maybe you can drop the kids off and donate
1230 blood! Please bring your American Red Cross Donor
- Dm Card or photo I.D. Sign up via QR code. Contact: Bill
Ramsey, bill.john.ramsey@gmail.com.

Sa[urﬂﬂv Parents' Morning Out, Saturday, March 8, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.,
Meet in the Sanctuary, Ages 3-2nd Grade
MAB 8 Children are invited to this fun-filled morning where we'll play
- games, create crafts, watch a Bible story movie and enjoy a snack!
9:00 a.m. - Cost s $10 to cover materials. Register on Realm. Contact: Rebecca
1200 D m Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org.

"From Wilderness to Glory" - Lenten Adult Study Begins March 9 and March 13

Sundays beginning March 9, 9:00-10:00 a.m., McQueen Room or

Zoom OR Thursdays beginning March 13, 10:00-11:00 a.m., From
Chapel 204 or Zoom Wilderness
Join us Sundays OR Thursdays (or go between the two!) for a seven-
week Lenten study of From Wilderness to Glory by N.T. Wright. This
study explores Jesus' journey in the Gospel of Mark, guiding us from
the wilderness to the cross and resurrection. Through Scripture,
reflection, and discussion, we'll deepen our faith and understanding.

Even if you can't join the study, we encourage you to purchase the book as a
daily devotional for Lent - contact Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org, for
more information. All are welcome!

sumjav BAM! Bible and Music
Meet in Narthex, Children in Kindergarten-5th Grade
MAH 9 During BAM!, children sing, creatively engage with Bible stories, and
. explore various instruments in peer age groups. Pizza is served.
h:00 p.m.- Register on Realm. Contact: Rebecca Guzman,
B:30 l]m rebecca@smpchome.org.

BYG (Big Youth Group)
Sunuav Mecklenburg Hall, Middle and High Schoolers

MAH 9 BYG (Big Youth Group) is held on the first Sunday of each month
. during the school year. BYG provides an opportunity for youth to
5:00 l] M. - grow in faith and love through bible study, small group time, good

. * " food, fun games, and amazing company. Register on Realm. Contact:
6:30 I]m Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Lunch Bunch, Tuesday, March 11, 11:30 a.m., Jekyll and Hyde Taphouse Grill,
216 W. North Main St, Waxhaw - SMPC Lunch Bunch is an informal group that
meets four times a year for lunch and fellowship. All are welcome—invite a friend.
RSVP to Ruth Ann Engle by Sunday, March 9, raengle22@gmail.com.

A Caregiver's Journey, Tuesday, March 11, 1:00-2:30 p.m. McQueen Room -
Finding meaning and purpose as you care for a loved one with Alzheimer's or
dementia. Contact: Dr. Whitney Bayer, whitney@smpchome.org.

Men'’s Evening Study Group, Tuesday, March 11, 7:30 p.m., Chapel 206 - This
group meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of every month. New faces are always
welcome! Contact: Jon Myers, jonmyers2@gmail.com.

Find Lenten services, studies and
fellowship opportunities on our

website! _>
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