
 

A Service of Worship 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 30, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Partita on "Nettleton": III. Reflection Jeffrey Blersch 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit Jesus, We Are Here Patrick Matsikenyiri 

*Call to Worship   Adeline Bayer 

One: God rejoices at our presence here today, 

Many: and welcomes us home with a celebration. 

One: We come from different places bringing different needs, 

Many: and God’s love accepts and provides for us all. 
One: God, help us extend your extravagant welcome,  

Many: and share the gift of true Christian hospitality. 

*Hymn 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

God, we come to you today recognizing that we have gone astray and 

feel lost. We have upheld our own interests first, to the detriment of 

others. We have abandoned our efforts to bring about justice. We 

admit that we are prone to try to hide our sins, to keep our mouths 

closed, and hope we are not found out. But there is no place to hide 

from you, O’ God. Remind us that you delight in forgiving us and in 
granting us grace. You are glad when we confess our failings and our 

needs. We ask that you forgive us for times when we have lost our way 

and teach us the way we should go. Deliver us from our sinfulness, and 



draw us near, we pray. Shower your mercy upon us. Find us and lead us 

safely home to faithfulness. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom 

 *Response of Praise  No. 447 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

(sing twice) 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Watch the Story Together: Jesus tells about a son 

who leaves home, makes mistakes, and returns 

hoping to be forgiven. His father runs to welcome 

him and throws a big celebration! Watch the story 

here: The Prodigal Son Video. 

2. Imagine the Next Morning: What do you think breakfast was like the 

next day? Try writing or acting out a short conversation between the 

father and his two sons. What would they say? How might they start 

to move forward as a family? 

3. Play the Welcome Home Relay: Choose someone to be the 

Welcomer (like the father). Everyone else lines up as Travelers. When 

the Welcomer calls, “Come home!”, the first Traveler runs to them 
for a big welcome hug with a scarf or towel. Then switch roles! 

Afterward, talk about how it felt to be welcomed. How can we 

welcome others with joy today? 

4. Journal and Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder what it was like to be the younger son… 

b. I wonder what it was like to be the father… 

c. I wonder what it was like to be the older son… 

d. Who do you feel like in the story today? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends.  

(sing twice) 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Luke 15:11-24 Rev. Odom 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfDfMZ6MTJs


Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. The younger of 

them said to his father, "Father, give me the share of the property that 

will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. A few days 

later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 

country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When 

he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 

country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out 

to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 

the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 

were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to 

himself, he said, "How many of my father's hired hands have bread 

enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go 

to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me 

like one of your hired hands." ' So he set off and went to his father. But 

while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then 

the son said to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to 

his slaves, "Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; 

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf 

and kill it,and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to 

celebrate. 

Anthem Softly and Tenderly arr. Joel Raney 

 Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,  

calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he's waiting and watching,  

watching for you and for me. 

Come home, come home;  

you who are weary come home; 

earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,  

calling, O sinner, come home! 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,  

pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,  

mercies for you and for me? 

O for the wonderful love he has promised,  

promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,  

pardon for you and for me. 

Second Reading Psalm 126 Dr. Whitney Bayer 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 

dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 

shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, "The Lord has done 

great things for them." The Lord has done great things for us, and we 



rejoiced. Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the 

Negeb. May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who 

go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 

shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Armloads of Blessing Dr. Bayer 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  A Brief Statement of Faith PC(USA) 

  Dr. Brown  

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God 

created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 

Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others 

and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and 

threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s 
condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant 

people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered 

the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God 

makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not 

forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the 

prodigal home, God is faithful still. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Brown 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Remembering John Behnke 

 Gaudete Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Lenten Doxology  FINLANDIA 

O suffering Jesus, in these forty days. 

We view your sorrow, share in your distress. 

Our Lenten songs are filled with muted praise; 

Yet by your passion, we are truly blessed. 

Praise to our God, and praise to you, the Son! 

Praise to the Spirit, our God, Three in One. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Oliver Bayer 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


Loving God, as we offer these gifts, we are reminded of your 

boundless love and mercy. Just as you welcome us home with open 

arms, may these offerings reflect our desire to serve others and bring 

them closer to your embrace. Bless these gifts, that they may help 

reconcile, heal, and restore lives, bringing glory to your name. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 314 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness BE OUR LIGHT 

(refrain: all each time; stanza 1: all; stanza 2: low voices; 

stanza 3: high voices; stanza 4: voices only; stanza 5: all) 

 

Congregational Meeting  Dr. Brown 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Bayer 

*Congregational Response  No. 547, stanza 2 



“Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touched him, saw 
his glory. Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”  

Postlude Variations on "Nettleton": Chorale, IV. Toccata Albert Travis 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir  

 Gaudete Ringers; Helen Castle, Gayle Ireland, co-directors 

 Ann Carney, piano 

 Adeline Bayer, Oliver Bayer, liturgists 

A/V Team: Kari Case 

Ushers: Bob Cushman, Mitchell Davis, George Elledge, Mary Elledge, 

Curtis Guy, Jonathan Mangels 

Welcome Team: Keith Bernhardt 

With thanksgiving for her faithful service in our midst, excitement and 

blessings for this new chapter in her ministry, and prayers for Associate 

Pastor Dr. Whitney Bayer and her family, the Session has called a brief 

Congregational Meeting for today at the conclusion of worship, so that 

we may act on Whitney’s request to conclude her call at South 
Mecklenburg so that she may accept the call to serve as pastor of Rumson 

Presbyterian Church in Rumson, NJ. A reception for the Bayers will take 

place immediately following the meeting. 

In celebration of Women’s History month, we will hear music by women 
composers every Sunday in March. Today, we will sing Bernadette 

Farrell’s “Christ, Be Our Light” as our closing hymn. Farrell is a renowned 
composer of worship music whose beloved songs are sung by Christian 

denominations worldwide. Beginning her career in the 1970s, she draws 

inspiration from scripture and social justice themes. Originally from West 

Yorkshire and now living in London with her husband, composer Owen 

Alstott, Farrell also works as a community organizer advocating for 

housing, fair wages, and healthcare. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 



Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated 

staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return 

after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story 

interactively and engage with their peers. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there 

is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, April 27 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Melissa White, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of March 27, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, as they navigate the chaos 

and challenges engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

whitney@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  
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Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Melissa White, Director of Hospitality and Connection 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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