
 

A Service of Worship 

First Sunday in Lent 

March 9, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Aubade Brenda Portman 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Introit I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say arr. Robert Powell 

Ann Carney, recorder 

*Call to Worship   Felix Jaynes 

Leader: Jesus began his ministry to the world, led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness. 

People: As we begin our Lenten journey, let us be led by the Spirit, 

even into the uncomfortable places. 

Leader:  In those forty days, and in that place, Jesus was faced with 

hunger, doubt and temptation. 

People: As we seek to follow Jesus, we would be led, even into the 

uncomfortable choices. 

Leader: Jesus left the wilderness, faithful and obedient to God, 

rejoicing in the One in whom he trusted. 

People: As we continue on our path to faithfulness, we will be led by 

our Christ, rejoicing in the Lord our God. 

*Hymn 307 God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONNDA 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Whitney Bayer 

Gracious God, we come before you in need of forgiveness and grace. 

You call us to trust in you completely, but we do not. We are timid and 

fearful as we follow your lead. We justify our actions and words, though 

we know they are not what you require. We struggle to understand the 

new life Christ offers, preferring old habits to risky change. Forgive us, 

we pray. Help us to be born again into the life of Christ, trusting that 

you have included us by grace in the family of faith. In Christ’s name we 
pray. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace Dr. Bayer 

*Response of Praise  No. 447 



We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

(sing twice) 

 We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Wondering with Jesus in the Wilderness: Watch 

this video: Jesus is Tempted in the Wilderness. As 

you watch, wonder—what was Jesus feeling 

during those 40 days? What did he do all day?  

2. The Nonsense Show – Knowing Who We Are: 

Katie Barrett Todd of Storypath (source) connects 

this passage to Eric Carle’s The Nonsense Show (watch here). A 

chicken hatching from a banana? A rabbit pulling a person from a 

hat? That’s nonsense! Satan tempted Jesus to be something he 
wasn’t—a stuntman, a magician, a worldly king. But Jesus knew who 

he was—God’s Son. We don’t need to put on a “nonsense show” 

pretending to be someone we’re not. We are God’s children, and 
that’s enough! 

3. "Who Am I?" Collage: Make a collage that shows who you are as 

God’s child! Grab old magazines, newspapers, or printed pictures. Cut 
out words, colors, or images that represent you—your favorite 

things, kind actions, or ways you follow Jesus. Glue them onto a piece 

of paper to create a "Who I Am" collage. Talk with each other about 

how each of you is uniquely made by God and loved just as you are. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a) What do you think Jesus felt like after 40 days in the wilderness? 

b) When are we tempted to be someone we’re not? 

c) How can we remember we are God’s children? 

d) How can we be more like Jesus this Lent? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends.  
(sing twice) 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Bayer 

First Reading Psalm 4:3-8 Dr. Bayer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5bfxGNMY9c
http://storypath.upsem.edu/lectionary-links-sunday-february-14-2016/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RIQw63jTCo


But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself; the Lord 

hears when I call to him. When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it 

on your beds, and be silent. (Selah) Offer right sacrifices, and put your 

trust in the Lord. There are many who say, "O that we might see some 

good! Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!" You have put 

gladness in my heart more than when their grain and wine abound. I 

will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make me 

lie down in safety. 

Anthem A Lenten Prayer Hal Hopson 

Chancel Choir; Chancel Ringers; Collin Sinclair, soloist; Ann Carney, piano 

Lord, who throughout these forty days for us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with thee to mourn our sins, and close by thee to stay. 

Jesus walked this lonesome valley, he had to walk it by himself; 

Oh, nobody else could walk it for him, he had to walk it by himself. 

We must walk this lonesome valley, we have to walk it by ourselves; 

Oh, nobody else can walk it for us, we have to walk it by ourselves. 

You must go and stand your trial, you have to stand it by yourself, 

Oh, nobody else can stand it for you, you have to stand it by yourself. 

And through these days of penitence, and through thy Passiontide, 

Yea, evermore, in life and death, O Lord, with us abide. 

Second Reading Luke 4:1-13 Dr. Brown 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit 

in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate 

nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 

The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command this stone to 

become a loaf of bread." Jesus answered him, "It is written, "One does not live 

by bread alone.' " Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all 

the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, "To you I will give their 

glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to 

anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours." Jesus 

answered him, "It is written, "Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.' 

" Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 

here, for it is written, "He will command his angels concerning you, to protect 

you,' and "On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your 

foot against a stone.' " Jesus answered him, "It is said, "Do not put the Lord 

your God to the test.' " When the devil had finished every test, he departed 

from him until an opportune time. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon A Test of Trust Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  A Declaration of Faith, 9.83-92 

  Rev. Lindsey Odom  



Christ calls us to pilgrimage toward the kingdom. Jesus announced the 

coming of God's kingdom and its hidden presence in the midst of the 

world's kingdoms. He taught his disciples to seek God's Kingdom first.  

We believe Christ gives us and demands of us lives in pilgrimage toward 

God's kingdom. Like Christ we may enjoy on our journey all that 

sustains life and makes it pleasant and beautiful. No more than Christ 

are we spared the darkness, ambiguity, and threat of life in the world.  

We are in the world, but not of the world. Our confidence and hope for 

ourselves and other people do not rest in the powers and achievements 

of this world, but in the coming and hidden presence of God's kingdom. 

Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom: to serve as 

he has served us; to take up our cross, risking the consequences of 

faithful discipleship; to walk by faith, not by sight to hope for what we 

have not seen.  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Darkness in the Midst of the Storm Mary Lou Fast 

 Chancel Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Lenten Doxology  FINLANDIA 

O suffering Jesus, in these forty days. 

We view your sorrow, share in your distress. 

Our Lenten songs are filled with muted praise; 

Yet by your passion, we are truly blessed. 

Praise to our God, and praise to you, the Son! 

Praise to the Spirit, our God, Three in One. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Grace Wooley 

Abundant God, in this wilderness and on this sacred journey to the 

cross, you call us to share the love and nourishment provided by your 

hand. Accept our offering, given in gratitude, so that what you have 

placed in our possession might become abundance and blessings for 

all. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 618 O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High DEO GRACIAS 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response  No. 547, stanza 2 

“Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touched him, saw 
his glory. Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”  

Postlude When Jesus Wept David Schelat  

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 



 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Chancel Ringers 

 Collin Sinclair, soloist; Ann Carney, recorder, piano 

 Felix Jaynes, Grace Wooley, liturgists 

Acolyte: Ryan Wooley 

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes  

Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dick Engle, Curt Ireland, Jon Myers 

Craig Parrish 

Welcome Team: Cynthia Bernhardt, Kathy Rasimas, Grace Wooley, Kari 

Wooley, Ryan Wooley 

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God and in 

memory of Brooke Randle on her 21st birthday by the Randle family.  

There are several options to remember or honor a loved 

one with the SMPC Flower Ministry. Find more details and 

sign up to reserve a Sunday via the QR code. Contact: 

Karen Malmut, karenmalmut@yahoo.com. 

In celebration of Women’s History month, we will hear music by women 
composers every Sunday in March. Today, we will hear Dr. Brenda 

Portman’s “Aubade” for the prelude and Mary Lou Fast’s “Darkness in 
the Midst of the Storm” for the offertory. Dr. Portman is a highly 

accomplished concert organist and composer, serving as the Resident 

Organist at Hyde Park Community United Methodist Church in Cincinnati 

and teaching at Xavier University. Mary Lou Fast is a lesser-known 

composer who has published a small number of handbell works.  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated 

staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

mailto:karen.malmut@verizonwireless.com
mailto:karenmalmut@yahoo.com


• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return 

after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story 

interactively and engage with their peers. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there 

is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, March 23 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Melissa White, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of March 6, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, as they navigate the chaos 

and challenges engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Dr. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

whitney@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Melissa White, Director of Hospitality and Connection 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
mailto:matt@smpchome.org
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Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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