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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Service of Worship
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 18, 2025
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream

We Gather
Prelude St. Brendon's Fanfare Lani Smith
Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom
Introit How Lovely, Lord Hal Hopson
*Call to Worship Harrison Rose

One: Come joyfully before the Lord!

Many: God knows us and loves us!

One: Come prayerfully before the Lord!

Many: God sees our concerns, our fears, and our sins!

One: Come hopefully before the Lord!

Many: Christ proclaimed God’s love and forgiveness for all God’s
people!

One: Know that throughout all of your being, you are each a beloved
child of God, precious and infinite in God'’s sight!

Many: How precious and powerful that knowledge is! Thanks be to
God!

*Hymn 14 For the Beauty of the Earth DIX
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the glo - ry of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For thy - self best gift di-vine to theworldso free-ly given;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and vale, and tree andflower, sun and moon, and stars of light:
for the mys - tic har-mo - ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on earth, and friends a - bove, for all gen-tle thoughts and mild:
for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:
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Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grate-ful praise.
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Prayer of Confession (unison) Rev. Odom
Holy God, forgive us for our half-hearted faith that loves only when it
is easy, reaches out to only those who are like us, that ignores your
less convenient commandments and fails to bear fruit that anyone
would rejoice in. How can a faith like that conquer the world? Pour
out your mercy upon us and wash us clean in your saving grace.
Nourish us again, to blossom with whole-hearted faith that abides in
your love and shines forth with joy. Guide us as we work toward a new
heaven here on earth. Lead us to reconciliation and a vision for your

beloved community, as we share your love with your people
everywhere. Through the grace of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom

*Response of Praise Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.



We Hear and Respond to the Word

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman
1. Story Connection: Watch They’re So Flamboyant by

Michael Genhart. The book is fun and full of bright,
bold birds. At first, some birds don’t understand why
the flamingos act so differently. But by the end, they

realize that their differences actually make life more

fun! That’s a lot like today’s Bible story—Peter thought only certain
people were included in God’s family. But God showed him that
everyone belongs.

2. Blob Tag (God’s Love Grows): Play a game of “Blob Tag” together. Start
with one person as “Peter.” Everyone else spreads out. When Peter
tags someone, that person joins hands with them, becoming part of
the growing “blob.” Keep playing until everyone is connected. After
the game, talk about how the “blob” kept growing and including
more people—ijust like Peter learned that God's love keeps growing
and welcoming others.

3. “God Made Us All Different” Collage: Create a simple collage that
celebrates the beauty of diversity. Gather paper, markers or crayons,
and (if you have them) old magazines or printed images of people.
Draw or cut out pictures of people who look different from one
another—different ages, colors, clothes, backgrounds, or abilities.
Arrange these images around a large heart drawn on a piece of paper
or poster board. Inside the heart, write: “God’s Love Has No Bounds.”

4. Journaling Questions:

e How do you think Peter felt when he realized God'’s love is for
everyone?

e Who do we sometimes forget to include?

e What other bible stories can you think of where animals are a part
of the story?

e How would our world look if we loved people the way God does?

Sacrament of Baptism
Hayes Cameron Biehl
Son of Megan and Matt Biehl

Representing the Session: Alicia Bickett
Representing the children: Harrison Rose

Baptismal Response
Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign,
with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine.
Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came.
Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlhrsiBf83E

The children will return to join their families following the sermon.
Prayer for lllumination Rev. Odom

First Reading Leviticus 19:32-34 Rev. Odom
You shall rise before the aged, and defer to the old; and you shall fear
your God: | am the Lord. When an alien resides with you in your land, you
shall not oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you
as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were
aliens in the land of Egypt: | am the Lord your God.

Anthem Fairest Lord Jesus arr. Craig Courtney
Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nations, O thou of God and man the Son,
Thee will | cherish, Thee will | honor, thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming
garb of spring: Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer who makes the woeful heart to
sing. Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling starry
host; Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels heaven can
boast. Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine! Amen.

Second Reading Acts 11:1-18 Dr. Matthew S. Brown
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, "Why did you
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then Peter began to
explain it to them, step by step, saying, "l was in the city of Joppa praying,
and in a trance | saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet
coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came
close to me. As | looked at it closely | saw four-footed animals, beasts of
prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. | also heard a voice saying to me, "Get
up, Peter; kill and eat.' But | replied, "By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' But a second time the
voice answered from heaven, "What God has made clean, you must not
call profane.' This happened three times; then everything was pulled up
again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go
with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house.

He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying,
"Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.' And as |
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at
the beginning. And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said,
"John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit." If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could hinder



God?" When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God,
saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that
leads to life."

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon Just As Dr. Brown

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) A Brief Statement of Faith, 52-76
Rev. Odom
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of
life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with
all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who
inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims
us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup
of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and
Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices
of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom,
and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to
serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as
we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord
Jesus!”
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom
... (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory And So It Goes Overstreet/Schlitz
Mark Janney, tenor and guitar

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Camdyn Sheeler
Holy God, we give you thanks for all your gifts of goodness and grace.
Receive these gifts from our hands as a sacrifice of praise to you and
teach us to honor you each day by our obedience to your will, through
Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.


http://www.smpchome.org/give

We Go Out to Serve

*Hymn 300 We Are One in the Spirit ST. BRENDON'S
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1 We are one in the Spir-it; we are one in the Lord;

2 We will walk with each oth-er; we will walk hand in hand;
3 We will work with each oth-er; we will work side by side;

4 All praise to the Fa-ther, from whom all things come,
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we are one in the Spir-it; we are one in the Lord,

we will walk with each oth -er; we will walk hand in hand,
we will work with each oth - er; we will work side by side,

and all praise to Christ Je - sus, God's on - ly Son,
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and we pray that all u - ni -ty may oneday be re- stored:
and to - geth - er we'll spread the news that God is in our land:
and we'll guard hu-man dig - ni - ty and save hu-man pride:
and all praise to the Spir - it, who makes  us one:
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And they'll know we are Chris-tians by our love, by our
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love; yes, they’ll know we are Chris-tians by our love.

*Charge and Benediction Dr. Brown

*Congregational Response
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, | see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Postlude Trumpet Voluntary John Stanley

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

Worship Service Notes

Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor



Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions/Outreach
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Chancel Choir
Ann Carney, piano
Mark Janney, tenor and guitar
Harrison Rose, Camdyn Sheeler, liturgists
A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox
Ushers: Andy Burke, Mitchell Davis, Dick Engle, Jenny Gates, Frank
Graham, Bjorn Hansen
Welcome Team: Blair Choren, Brooke Choren, Marla Choren, Michael
Choren, Donna Podgorny

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we
want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database
Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram:
@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian.

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are
here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive
to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know:

e Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means
wiggles!

e We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children
engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service.

e Thereis a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated
staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe.

e Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade.
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return
after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story
interactively and engage with their peers.

e During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there
is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless.

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our
Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, May 25 at
11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Melissa White, Director of Hospitality
and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488

Congregational Notes (as of May 15, 2025)

Remember in Prayer
e Donna and Russ Wenner and their family as Donna’s father, Buddy
Smith, entered the Church triumphant on May 12.



e Mary Beth Lakshmanan and her daughter, Janani Buford, as Mary
Beth transitions to memory care.

e Elowen and Jen Smith as they recover from surgery.

e All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the
world and at home.

e Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, as they navigate the chaos
and challenges engulfing their country.

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:
prayer@SMPChome.org

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

8601 Bryant Farms Road, Charlotte, NC 28277, 704-544-0404
PO Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 28271
smpchome.org
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WELCOME!

After worship, we hope you'll join us for lemonade and cookies outside. Come meet
friends old and new! Registry pads are located on your pew. Please sign and pass to
your neighbor and perhaps speak to someone you haven't met!

THIS WEEK'S CLASSES & EVENTS

mﬂav Lunch on the Grounds
Church Parking Lot & Mecklenburg Hall
MAY 1 You're welcome even if you haven't signed up yet!
We'll enjoy sliced grilled chicken breast, spinach
]1]5 a.In. - salad with berries and mandarin oranges, mac'n
. ", cheese, rolls, brownies, tea and lemonade. Pay on
100 Dm Realm, via QR code or with cash onsite. Adults:
$12; Ages 4-11: $6; Ages 3 and under: Free.
Contact: Melissa White, melissa@smpchome.org.

IO[I&V Family Playdate on the Playground

During Lunch on the Grounds, Ages 3-1* grade
MAY 18 Join us on the SMPC Preschool playground during Lunch on the

Grounds! Siblings are welcome! Contact: Kaitlin Gaul,
11:30 a.M. - kaitlin.slanina@gmail.com.

12:30 p.m.

today BAM! Bible and Music End of Year Party
MAY .I Meet in Narthex, Children in Kindergarten-5th Grade

During BAM!, children sing, creatively engage with Bible stories, and

explore various instruments in peer age groups. Let's celebrate all
500 I]m - the fun we had this year! Pizza will be served. Register on Realm.
630 D m Contact: Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org.

tl][lav SMPC Youth Summer Kickoff
Middle and High Schoolers
MAY 1 We'll have an inflatable waterslide, corn hole, Spikeball, food and
fellowship! Pizza will be served. Register on Realm. Contact: Lindsey
5:00 P.M. - Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

6:30 p.m.

Handiworkers Group
tuasnav Palmer Building, Room 104
MAY 2 All levels of knitters, needlepointers, quilters, cross-stitchers and
crocheters are invited. This group meets weekly to work on projects.
10:00 a.m. Contact: Judy Jameson, jgjameson@gmail.com.

wg[mesﬂav Conversations with Dr. Matt Brown
McQueen Room or Zoom

MAY 2] Join us as we discuss the scripture for the coming week’s sermon. Al
are welcome! Contact Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org, for Zoom

9:30a.m. info.

tnursﬂav Men's Breakfast Group, Thursday
Big View Diner, 6637 Lancaster Hwy
MAY 2 This will be the last meeting for this group before it takes a summer
break. They will reconvene on Thursday, September 11. Contact: Bob
93[] a.m. Tyler, Byler@unitedskates.com.

Bag Lunches for Roof Above

satumav Drop off in front of the Palmer Building

MAY 24 On the fourth Saturday of each month, SMPC
provides 100 bag lunches for Roof Above to help

9:30a.m. feed those in need. Sign up to bring bag lunches
via QR code. Contact: Julie Durham,
julierdurham@gmail.com.




UPCOMING EVENTS

Men’s Evening Study Group, Tuesday, May 27, 7:30 p.m.,Chapel 206 - This group
meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of every month. New faces are always
welcome! Contact: Jon Myers, jonmyers2@gmail.com.

Graduate Sunday, June 1, 10:10 a.m. Worship - Graduates, if you have not
completed the form to be included in the graduate booklet, please contact Adrienne
Jaquith, adrienne@smpchome.org. High school graduates are also invited to Senior
Breakfast before worship (9:00-10:00 a.m.) on June 1 in Mecklenburg Hall. Contact:
Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org,.

Third Thirty: A Candid Spiritual Exploration of Realities and
Challenges We Face in the Years 60-90, Sunday, June 1, 11:30
a.m-12:30 p.m., The Commons, - This 12-week study meets one
Sunday a month over a light lunch after worship. This is Session 3:
“Being Parents to Parents.” Come to as many sessions as your
schedule allows! More information and register on Realm or scan
QR code. Contact: Melissa White, melissa@smpchome.org.

‘ and Sacrament! Please stay for a reception following the service in
the narthex.

Sanctuary & Livestream - Join us as Director of Hospitality and

, Ordination of Melissa White, Sunday, June 1, 4:00 p.m.,
‘ : Connection Melissa White becomes an ordained Minister of Word

Join the SMPC Men's Softball team! The first game is Monday,
June 2. Games are held on Mondays and Fridays throughout the
summer and most are played on the SMPC field. The team won the
championship last year and has moved up to the league's top division
this summer (the 2024 trophy is in Chapel 206!). Contact: Michael
Choren at michaelchoren@yahoo.com.

Making Space Mom'’s Group, Thursday, June 5, 7:30 p.m., Chapel 206 - This
group meets on the first and third Thursdays of every month. All moms are
welcome! Contact: Allison Reeves, allison.tarwater@gmail.com.

Friday Morning Men's Group, Friday June 6, 7:30-8:30 a.m., Chapel 206

This group meets on the first and third Fridays of every month. They are reading
the book Life Is Hard. God Is Good. Let's Dance.: Experiencing Real Joy in a World Gone
Mad by Brant Hansen. All are welcome. Contact: Curt Ireland,
irelandcurtisO0@gmail.com.

Believing and Belonging, Sunday, June 8, 11:30 a.m.-12:30

p.m.,McQueen Room - For visitors, new members and anyone

who would like to know more about being Presbyterian and

' SMPC. Lunch will be provided and childcare available. Register on
K%-fi Realm or via QR code. Contact: Melissa White,

<=  melissa@smpchome.org.

“An Unsurpassed Alleluia,” A Festival of Hymns, Sunday, June 8, 4:00 p.m.,
Sanctuary & Livestream - The SMPC Music Ministry invites you to this special
event that is part of the Charlotte Chapter of the American Guild of Organists’
Summer Recital Series! Through robust congregational singing, thoughtful
meditations, and stirring music, we will explore the deep truths of our faith. Come
sing, reflect, and be renewed. Free to attend and all are welcome. Contact: Zach
Bowyer, zach@smpchome.org.

SMPC Youth Summer Celebration at Starbucks, Tuesday, June 10, 3:30-5:30
p.m., Starbucks at Stonecrest, Middle and High Schoolers - Let's celebrate the
start of summer! Drop in when you can! Please let Lindsey Odom know you're
coming, lindsey@smpchome.org.

SMPC Youth River Tubing on the Catawba River, Thursday, June 12, 8:00
a.m.-4:00 p.m., Catawba River Outdoors, Marion, NC, Middle and High
Schoolers (Rising 6th Grade through completed 12th Grade) - Transportation,
snacks, and ice cream are provided. We will meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. to drive
together. Cost is $20 to tube. Please bring extra money for lunch. Register and pay
on Realm. Contact: Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

Vacation Bible School, Monday, July 21-Thursday, July 24, 9:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m., VBS: Ages 3-4th grade; Mission Possible:
Rising 5th and 6th Grade - Join us this summer for Vacation
Bible School: Road Trip - On the Go with God and Mission Possible,
our service-focused week for 5th and 6th graders! Register on
Realm or via QR code below. Contact: Rebecca Guzman,
rebecca@smpchome.org.
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