
 

A Service of Worship 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 18, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude St. Brendon's Fanfare Lani Smith 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Introit How Lovely, Lord Hal Hopson 

*Call to Worship   Harrison Rose     

One: Come joyfully before the Lord!  

Many: God knows us and loves us!  

One: Come prayerfully before the Lord!  

Many: God sees our concerns, our fears, and our sins!  

One: Come hopefully before the Lord!  

Many: Christ proclaimed God’s love and forgiveness for all God’s 
people!  

One: Know that throughout all of your being, you are each a beloved 

child of God, precious and infinite in God’s sight! 
Many: How precious and powerful that knowledge is! Thanks be to 

God! 

*Hymn 14 For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 

 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Odom 

Holy God, forgive us for our half-hearted faith that loves only when it 

is easy, reaches out to only those who are like us, that ignores your 

less convenient commandments and fails to bear fruit that anyone 

would rejoice in. How can a faith like that conquer the world? Pour 

out your mercy upon us and wash us clean in your saving grace. 

Nourish us again, to blossom with whole-hearted faith that abides in 

your love and shines forth with joy. Guide us as we work toward a new 

heaven here on earth.  Lead us to reconciliation  and a vision for  your 

beloved community, as we share your love with your people 

everywhere. Through the grace of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

*Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 



We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Watch They’re So Flamboyant  by 

Michael Genhart. The book is fun and full of bright, 

bold birds. At first, some birds don’t understand why 
the flamingos act so differently. But by the end, they 

realize that their differences actually make life more 

fun! That’s a lot like today’s Bible story—Peter thought only certain 

people were included in God’s family. But God showed him that 
everyone belongs. 

2. Blob Tag (God’s Love Grows): Play a game of “Blob Tag” together. Start 
with one person as “Peter.” Everyone else spreads out. When Peter 
tags someone, that person joins hands with them, becoming part of 

the growing “blob.” Keep playing until everyone is connected. After 
the game, talk about how the “blob” kept growing and including 
more people—just like Peter learned that God's love keeps growing 

and welcoming others.  

3. “God Made Us All Different” Collage: Create a simple collage that 

celebrates the beauty of diversity. Gather paper, markers or crayons, 

and (if you have them) old magazines or printed images of people. 

Draw or cut out pictures of people who look different from one 

another—different ages, colors, clothes, backgrounds, or abilities. 

Arrange these images around a large heart drawn on a piece of paper 

or poster board. Inside the heart, write: “God’s Love Has No Bounds.”  
4. Journaling Questions: 

• How do you think Peter felt when he realized God’s love is for 
everyone? 

• Who do we sometimes forget to include? 

• What other bible stories can you think of where animals are a part 

of the story? 

• How would our world look if we loved people the way God does? 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Hayes Cameron Biehl 

Son of Megan and Matt Biehl 

Representing the Session: Alicia Bickett 

Representing the children: Harrison Rose 

Baptismal Response  

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign, 

with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came. 

Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlhrsiBf83E


The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Leviticus 19:32-34 Rev. Odom 

You shall rise before the aged, and defer to the old; and you shall fear 

your God: I am the Lord. When an alien resides with you in your land, you 

shall not oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you 

as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were 

aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 

Anthem Fairest Lord Jesus arr. Craig Courtney 

 Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nations, O thou of God and man the Son, 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming  

garb of spring: Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer who makes the woeful heart to 

sing. Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling starry 

host; Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels heaven can 

boast. Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine! Amen. 

Second Reading Acts 11:1-18 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 

Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to 

Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, "Why did you 

go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then Peter began to 

explain it to them, step by step, saying, "I was in the city of Joppa praying, 

and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet 

coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came 

close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of 

prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, "Get 

up, Peter; kill and eat.' But I replied, "By no means, Lord; for nothing 

profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' But a second time the 

voice answered from heaven, "What God has made clean, you must not 

call profane.' This happened three times; then everything was pulled up 

again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from 

Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go 

with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six 

brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 

He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 

"Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a 

message by which you and your entire household will be saved.' And as I 

began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at 

the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 

"John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.' If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we 

believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder 



God?" When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, 

saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that 

leads to life." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Just As Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  A Brief Statement of Faith, 52-76 

  Rev. Odom 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of 

life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 

ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with 

all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who 

inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ 

through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims 

us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup 

of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray 

without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and 

Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices 

of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, 

and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to 

serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as 

we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord 
Jesus!” 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory And So It Goes Overstreet/Schlitz 

 Mark Janney, tenor and guitar 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Camdyn Sheeler 

Holy God, we give you thanks for all your gifts of goodness and grace. 

Receive these gifts from our hands as a sacrifice of praise to you and 

teach us to honor you each day by our obedience to your will, through 

Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 300 We Are One in the Spirit ST. BRENDON'S 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Postlude Trumpet Voluntary John Stanley 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 



Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions/Outreach  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Ann Carney, piano 

 Mark Janney, tenor and guitar 

 Harrison Rose, Camdyn Sheeler, liturgists  

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox, Joe Wilcox 

Ushers: Andy Burke, Mitchell Davis, Dick Engle, Jenny Gates, Frank 

Graham, Bjorn Hansen 

Welcome Team: Blair Choren, Brooke Choren, Marla Choren, Michael 

Choren, Donna Podgorny 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated 

staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return 

after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story 

interactively and engage with their peers. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there 

is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, May 25 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Melissa White, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488 

Congregational Notes (as of May 15, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Donna and Russ Wenner and their family as Donna’s father, Buddy 
Smith, entered the Church triumphant on May 12. 



• Mary Beth Lakshmanan and her daughter, Janani Buford, as Mary 

Beth transitions to memory care. 

• Elowen and Jen Smith as they recover from surgery. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, as they navigate the chaos 

and challenges engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org 
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