
 

A Service of Worship 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 29, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Meditation on "Aberystwyth" Phil Lehenbauer 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit   

*Call to Worship   Bryson Gann   

One: We bring heart, mind and body. 

Many: We share hope, struggle and joy. 

One: We bring our faith and our doubt. 

Many: We share our stories and our compassion. 

All: With all that we are, and all that we have, we worship God 

together.  

*Hymn 11 Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud ABERYSTWYTH 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Brown 

Gracious God, you are revealed in scripture as our strength and our 

song. We confess that we have not relied on you for strength. We have 

allowed our joy to be stolen by attachments and pursuits that are not 

of you. We honor you when it fits into our schedules. We forget that 

your love should set our priorities and pursue our own desires. Forgive 

our wavering hearts and reawaken our commitment to you. Forgive 

our fears of going without and show us how to share the goodness 

that is already ours. By the Holy Spirit, restore to us the joy of your 

salvation, the joy of community, and the joy of serving others. In the 

name of Jesus Christ, we pray, Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Brown 



*Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

1.  Read-Aloud: Watch a read-aloud of Over-Scheduled 

Andrew by Ashley Spires here. Andrew tries to do 

everything—yoga, fencing, cooking class, and 

theater practice—but ends up too tired to enjoy or 

grow in any of it. Like Andrew, we often take on too 

much and forget what matters most. In Luke 9, Jesus reminds his 

followers to think carefully about their priorities. As Noell Rathbun 

notes, even good things can become distractions from our calling. 

What do we need to say “no” to so we can say “yes” to following 

Jesus? (Source: Storypath, Union Presbyterian Seminary) 

2. Activity: Take a walk as a family and pray as you go. When you pass a 

school, pray for students and teachers. If you see someone walking a 

dog, pray for neighbors and friendships. Passing a mailbox? Pray for 

people who are far away. This “on the move” prayer time reminds us 
that following Jesus includes paying attention to those around us. 

3. Craft: Trace your hands on paper and cut them out. On the one hand, 

write the names of people you want to pray for. On the other, write 

places or situations in the world that need God’s love. Hang the hands 
where you’ll see them as a reminder to pray and to let your priorities 

reflect your faith. 

4.  Journal, considering the Following: 

• I wonder what Jesus wants us to understand about following 

him. 

• Are there things I’m doing that make it harder to follow Jesus? 

• What helps me make good choices about how I spend my 

time? 

• What do I want to put first this week? 

Children’s Liturgy  Rev. Odom 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnKNCfd7HJQ
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/15/lectionary-links-sunday-june-26-2016/


Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 Rev. Odom 

I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, that he may hear me. In the day of my trouble 

I seek the Lord; in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; my 

soul refuses to be comforted. 

I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; I will remember your wonders of old. I 

will meditate on all your work, and muse on your mighty deeds. Your way, O 

God, is holy. What god is so great as our God? You are the God who works 

wonders; you have displayed your might among the peoples. With your strong 

arm you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. When 

the waters saw you, O God, when the waters saw you, they were afraid; the 

very deep trembled. The clouds poured out water; the skies thundered; your 

arrows flashed on every side. The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

your lightnings lit up the world; the earth trembled and shook. Your way was 

through the sea, your path, through the mighty waters; yet your footprints 

were unseen. You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

Second Reading Luke 9:51-62 Rev. Odom 

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they 

entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did 

not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his 

disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to 

command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" But he 

turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village. As they 

were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you 

wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of 

the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To 

another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury 

my father." But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but 

as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will 

follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus 

said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

the kingdom of God." 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon The Cost of the Journey Rev. Odom 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  Belhar Confession 

  Dr. Brown 

We believe that God wishes to teach the church what is good and to 

seek the right. We believe that the church must therefore stand by 

people in any form of suffering and need, which implies, among other 

things, that the church must witness against and strive against any form 

of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness 

like an ever-flowing stream. We believe that the church as the 

possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely against 



injustice and with the wronged. We believe that in following Christ, the 

church must witness against all the powerful and privileged who 

selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others. 

Therefore we reject any ideology, which would legitimate forms of 

injustice and any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an ideology 

in the name of the gospel. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Brown 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory   

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Elizabeth Glover 

Loving God, responding to your love and grace, we offer our gifts of 

time, talent and service. May our offerings feed the hungry, cloth the 

poor, quench the thirsty and shelter the vulnerable. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 729 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Odom 

*Congregational Response  No. 748 

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 

through this and every coming day, 

that in your Spirit strong and true 

our lives may be our gift to you. 

Postlude Toccata Brevis Daniel Gawthrop 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 



Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

 Emily Brown, Children’s Spiritual Formation committee 

 Christy Trimmer, Children’s Spiritual Formation committee 

 Bryson Gann, Elizabeth Glover, liturgists 

 Caroline Brown, Summer Organ Sidekick 

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case 

Ushers: Mitchell Davis, Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dick Engle, Carol 

Watkins, Jim Williams 

Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Kathy Galati 

There are several options to remember or honor a loved 

one with the SMPC Flower Ministry! Find more details and 

sign up to reserve a Sunday via the QR code. Contact: 

Karen Malmut, karenmalmut@yahoo.com. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated 

staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return 

after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story 

interactively and engage with their peers. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there 

is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, July 27 at 11:30 

mailto:karen.malmut@verizonwireless.com
mailto:karenmalmut@yahoo.com


a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488 

Congregational Notes (as of June 26, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Rebecca, Rafael and Clara Guzman as Rebecca’s grandmother, 
Lucille Culpepper, entered the Church triumphant on June 26. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, 
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and 

despair engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Director of Hospitality and Connection 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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