"' South
Mecklenburg

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Service of Worship

Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 29, 2025
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream

We Gather
Prelude Meditation on "Aberystwyth" Phil Lehenbauer
Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown

The Lord be with you. And also with you!
Introit

*Call to Worship Bryson Gann

One:  We bring heart, mind and body.

Many: We share hope, struggle and joy.

One:  We bring our faith and our doubt.

Many: We share our stories and our compassion.

All: With all that we are, and all that we have, we worship God
together.

*Hymn 11 Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud ABERYSTWYTH
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1 Source and Sov-ereign, Rock and Cloud, For-tress, Foun-tain, Shel - ter, Light,
2 Word and Wis-dom, Root and Vine, Shep-herd,Sav-ior, Ser - vant, Lamb,
3 Storm and Still - ness, Breath and Dove, Thun-der, Tem-pest, Whirl-wind, Fire,
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Judge, De - fend-er, Mer-cy, Might, Life whose life all life en-dowed:
Well and Wa - ter, Bread and Wine, Way who leads us to I AM:
Com - fort, Coun-selor, Pres-ence,Love, En-er - gies that nev - er tire:
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May the church at prayer re - call that no sin-gle ho - ly name
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but the truth be-hind them all is  the God whom we pro-claim.
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Prayer of Confession (unison) Dr. Brown

Gracious God, you are revealed in scripture as our strength and our
song. We confess that we have not relied on you for strength. We have
allowed our joy to be stolen by attachments and pursuits that are not
of you. We honor you when it fits into our schedules. We forget that
your love should set our priorities and pursue our own desires. Forgive
our wavering hearts and reawaken our commitment to you. Forgive
our fears of going without and show us how to share the goodness
that is already ours. By the Holy Spirit, restore to us the joy of your
salvation, the joy of community, and the joy of serving others. In the
name of Jesus Christ, we pray, Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace Dr. Brown



*Response of Praise Gloria Patri
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

We Hear and Respond to the Word

Church Family Moment Rev. Lindsey Odom

1.

Read-Aloud: Watch a read-aloud of Over-Scheduled
Andrew by Ashley Spires here. Andrew tries to do
everything—yoga, fencing, cooking class, and
theater practice—but ends up too tired to enjoy or

grow in any of it. Like Andrew, we often take on too
much and forget what matters most. In Luke 9, Jesus reminds his
followers to think carefully about their priorities. As Noell Rathbun
notes, even good things can become distractions from our calling.
What do we need to say “no” to so we can say “yes” to following
Jesus? (Source: Storypath, Union Presbyterian Seminary)

Activity: Take a walk as a family and pray as you go. When you pass a
school, pray for students and teachers. If you see someone walking a
dog, pray for neighbors and friendships. Passing a mailbox? Pray for
people who are far away. This “on the move” prayer time reminds us
that following Jesus includes paying attention to those around us.
Craft: Trace your hands on paper and cut them out. On the one hand,
write the names of people you want to pray for. On the other, write
places or situations in the world that need God’s love. Hang the hands
where you'll see them as a reminder to pray and to let your priorities
reflect your faith.

4. Journal, considering the Following:
e | wonder what Jesus wants us to understand about following
him.
e Arethere things I’'m doing that make it harder to follow Jesus?
e What helps me make good choices about how | spend my
time?
e What do | want to put first this week?
Children’s Liturgy Rev. Odom

As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):
God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.

The children will return to join their families following the sermon.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnKNCfd7HJQ
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/15/lectionary-links-sunday-june-26-2016/

Prayer for lllumination Rev. Odom

First Reading Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 Rev. Odom
| cry aloud to God, aloud to God, that he may hear me. In the day of my trouble
| seek the Lord; in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; my
soul refuses to be comforted.

| will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; | will remember your wonders of old. |
will meditate on all your work, and muse on your mighty deeds. Your way, O
God, is holy. What god is so great as our God? You are the God who works
wonders; you have displayed your might among the peoples. With your strong
arm you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. When
the waters saw you, O God, when the waters saw you, they were afraid; the
very deep trembled. The clouds poured out water; the skies thundered; your
arrows flashed on every side. The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind;
your lightnings lit up the world; the earth trembled and shook. Your way was
through the sea, your path, through the mighty waters; yet your footprints
were unseen. You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

Second Reading Luke 9:51-62 Rev. Odom
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they
entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did
not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his
disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" But he
turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village. As they
were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you
wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of
the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To
another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury
my father." But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but
as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will
follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus
said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
the kingdom of God."

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon The Cost of the Journey Rev. Odom
*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Belhar Confession
Dr. Brown

We believe that God wishes to teach the church what is good and to
seek the right. We believe that the church must therefore stand by
people in any form of suffering and need, which implies, among other
things, that the church must witness against and strive against any form
of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream. We believe that the church as the
possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely against



injustice and with the wronged. We believe that in following Christ, the
church must witness against all the powerful and privileged who
selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.
Therefore we reject any ideology, which would legitimate forms of
injustice and any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an ideology
in the name of the gospel.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Brown
... (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*Doxology No. 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Elizabeth Glover
Loving God, responding to your love and grace, we offer our gifts of
time, talent and service. May our offerings feed the hungry, cloth the
poor, quench the thirsty and shelter the vulnerable. Amen.

We Go Out to Serve

*Hymn 729 Lord, | Want to Be a Christian | WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN


http://www.smpchome.org/give
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1 Lord, I want to be a Chris-tian in my heart, in my heart;
2 Lord, I want to be more lov -ing in my heart, in my heart
3 Lord, | want to be more ho - ly in my heart, in my heart;
4 Lord, T want to be like Je - sus in my heart, in my heart;
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Lord, I want to be a Chris-tian in my heart.
Lord, 1 want to be more lov -ing in my heart
Lord, I want to be more ho - ly in my heart
Lord, I want to be like Je - sus in my heart.
i - Y F Y | l/-l_-\
0 » . . = =
7 1 1 1] | | -
I R T A r |[ " .
)
pa | | I
A e o & i
[(ﬂ bl | ! 5 - Jl ’ %}
In my  heart, in my heart,
In my heart, in my heart,
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Lord, 1 want to be a Chris-tian in  my heart.
Lord, I want to be more Ilov-ing in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more ho -1ly in my heart.
Lord, 1 want to be like Je - sus in my heart.
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*Charge and Benediction Rev. Odom
*Congregational Response No. 748

Postlude

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way
through this and every coming day,

that in your Spirit strong and true
our lives may be our gift to you.

Toccata Brevis

Daniel Gawthrop

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-735003. All rights reserved.



Worship Service Notes

Leading Worship this Morning
Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist
Emily Brown, Children’s Spiritual Formation committee
Christy Trimmer, Children’s Spiritual Formation committee
Bryson Gann, Elizabeth Glover, liturgists
Caroline Brown, Summer Organ Sidekick
A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case
Ushers: Mitchell Davis, Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dick Engle, Carol
Watkins, Jim Williams
Welcome Team: Donna Brown, Kathy Galati

There are several options to remember or honor a loved
one with the SMPC Flower Ministry! Find more details and
sign up to reserve a Sunday via the QR code. Contact:
Karen Malmut, karenmalmut@yahoo.com.

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we
want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database
Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram:
@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian.

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are
here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive
to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know:

e Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means
wiggles!

e We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children
engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service.

e Thereis a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated
staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe.

e Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade.
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return
after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story
interactively and engage with their peers.

e During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there
is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless.

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our
Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, July 27 at 11:30


mailto:karen.malmut@verizonwireless.com
mailto:karenmalmut@yahoo.com

a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Director of Hospitality
and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488

Congregational Notes (as of June 26, 2025)

Remember in Prayer

e Rebecca, Rafael and Clara Guzman as Rebecca’s grandmother,
Lucille Culpepper, entered the Church triumphant on June 26.

e All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the
world and at home.

e Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace,
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and
despair engulfing their country.

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:
prayer@SMPChome.org

SMPC STAFF

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
matt@smpchome.org
Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach
lindsey@smpchome.org
Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music
laura@smpchome.org
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
zach@smpchome.org
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
rebecca@smpchome.org
Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager
adrienne@smpchome.org
Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications
cheryl@smpchome.org
Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator
steve@smpchome.org
Rev. Melissa White, Director of Hospitality and Connection
melissa@smpchome.org
Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director
tammy@smpchome.org
Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator
mkzagora@smpchome.org

Church Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday: 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
Friday: Closed


mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
mailto:matt@smpchome.org
mailto:lindsey@smpchome.org
mailto:laura@smpchome.org
mailto:zach@smpchome.org
mailto:rebecca@smpchome.org
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Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

8601 Bryant Farms Road, Charlotte, NC 28277, 704-544-0404
PO Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 28271
smpchome.org




SMPC WEEKLY JUNE 29, 2025

WELCOME!

After worship, we hope you'll join us for lemonade and cookies outside. Come meet
friends old and new! Registry pads are located on your pew. Please sign and pass to
your neighbor and perhaps speak to someone you haven't met!

Please note: The church office will be closed Monday, July 7, for the holiday.
We hope everyone has a wonderful and safe Fourth!

THIS WEEK'S CLASSES & EVENTS

toﬂav SMPC Family Meetup
Blakeney Splash Pad
JUNE 2 Families with children are invited to meet up at the tables near the
splash pad and playground at Blakeney! Grab dinner for your family
5:30 p.m.- and meet us there for fellowship. No RSVP needed. Contact: Rebecca
70[] Dm Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org.

weﬂnesﬂay Conversations with Dr. Matt Brown
McQueen Room or Zoom

JUI-Y 2 Join us as we discuss the scripture for the coming week’s sermon. All
are welcome! Contact Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org, for Zoom

3:30a.m. _ info.

sunday High School Retreat at Montreat
Sunday, July 6-Saturday, July 12, Montreat, NC

JU I.Y While registration is closed for this event, we keep our high
schoolers and chaperones in our prayers as they head to Montreat
for the annual youth conference. This year's theme is “Light My
Path.” Contact: Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

A Caregiver's Journey, Tuesday, July 8, 1:00-2:30 p.m. McQueen Room - Finding
meaning and purpose as you care for a loved one with Alzheimer’'s or dementia.
Contact: Kathy Garner, kathygarner15@gmail.com.

Shelter Ministry, Thursday, July 10, 9:00 a.m., Mecklenburg Hall - This group
meets on the second Thursday of every month to fill empty medicine bottles with
body wash for Roof Above. They are always in need of body wash and Rx vials
(please, no shampoo or conditioner!) Contact: Carol Morgan, morgancc43@aol.com.

Desserts for Center of Hope, Sunday, July 13, Before 10:10
a.m. Worship - On the second Sunday of every month we provide
sweet treats for the women and children that temporarily call
Center of Hope home. Sign up via QR code. Contact: Terry Gaines,
terryg@carolina.rr.com,

The Third Thirty - "Retirement Home, Your Home, or Your Children’s Home,"
Sunday, July 13, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,The Commons, Ages 60-90 years old - The
fourth session in a 12-session study! This study meets one Sunday a month over a
light lunch after worship. Come to as many sessions as your schedule allows!
Register on Realm. Contact: Melissa White, melissa@smpchome.org.

SMPC Youth Serve at Crisis Assistance, Tuesday, July 15, 1:00-3:00 p.m.,500-A
Spratt St, Charlotte, NC 28206 - Our middle and high schoolers are invited to
serve at Crisis Assistance! Register on Realm. Contact: Lindsey Odom,
lindsey@smpchome.org.

Food for Thought Book Group, Thursday, July 17, 12:30 p.m., McQueen Room -
This group is reading Lady Tan’s Circle of Women: A Novel by Lisa See. All are
welcome. Contact: Kathy Paquette, khesspaquette@aol.com.

Friday Morning Men'’s Group, Friday, July 18, 7:30-8:30 a.m., Chapel 206 - This
group meets on the first and third Fridays of every month. They are reading the
book Life is Hard. God is Good. Let's Dance: Experiencing Real Joy in a World Gone Mad
by Bruce Hindmarsh. All are welcome. Contact: Curt Ireland,
irelandcurtisO0@gmail.com.

Center of Hope Breakfast, Saturday, July 19, Meet at SMPC at
5:15 a.m. - On the third Saturday of each month, SMPC preps,
cooks and serves breakfast for guests at the Center of Hope.
They are back to the church around 9:15 a.m. Food donations are
due Thursday, July 17. Monetary donations are always welcome.
Sign up via QR code. Contact: Bob Williamson,
bobwill31@hotmail.com.




Vacation Bible School, Monday, July 21-Thursday, July 24, 9:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m., VBS: Ages 3-4th grade; Mission Possible:
Rising 5th and 6th Grade - Register on Realm or via QR code.
Contact: Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org.

®: El American Red Cross Blood Drive, Saturday, August 9, 8:00

; : |\ a.m.-12:30 p.m., The Commons - Blood donations are needed

- | now more than ever! Sign up to donate blood or volunteer at the
drive on our website under “Serve Our Community” or via QR
code.

UPDATES ON PASTORAL TRANSITION

On Sunday, June 22, the Transition Committee met with the Session and
representatives of the Presbytery of Charlotte: Jan Edmiston, General Presbyter,
and John Magee, SMPC's liaison for the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry. The
Transition Committee updated the group on their next steps in filling the two
interim roles (a part-time Parish Associate and a full-time Transitional Pastor), and
Edmiston and Magee offered insight and support through the process. The
Committee is finalizing the interim part-time Parish Associate job description and
will begin to consider candidates in the next couple of weeks. The Committee’s goal
is to fill this position as quickly as possible so that all of our congregational care
needs will continue to be met as we move through the transition process.

Additionally, the Committee has begun to work on the Transitional Pastor job
description as well as the PC(USA)'s version of a job listing called a Ministry
Discernment Profile (MDP). When these documents are completed, and after
approval of the session and Presbytery's Committee on Ministry, they will be posted
on the PC(USA)'s Church Leadership Connection (their “job board") site, our own
website, and the Presbytery of Charlotte's website.

Transition Committee members include Nancy Metzler, chair, Michael Choren, Terry
Gaines, Frank Graham, Crystal Myers, Joel Winchip, Gayle Ireland as Clerk of Session
and Mary Katheryne Zagora as staff liaison. If you have any questions about the
transition process, please contact Nancy Metzler, nancymetzler@gmail.com.

Find more updates on our website,
smpchome.org/about/updates-on-pastoral-transition or via the
QR code.

FACES OF FAITH

Welcome to our weekly summer series, Faces of Faith, where we spotlight SMPC
members and friends and learn about how their faith and involvement in the
church have impacted their lives. Enjoy getting to know SMPC member and recent
high school graduate Brett Parrish. Brett is a member of our Chancel Choir; we are
blessed with his beautiful voice and musical talents!

BE JEEIEEY) Name: Brett Parrish

Family: My parents, Craig and Nancy, and my sister,
Courtney

Years at SMPC: My family joined SMPC in 2010, and |
was confirmed in 2021.

Where have you found connection at SMPC?

As you probably could have guessed, | found connection at SMPC through its music
ministry!! Specifically getting to sing in the Chancel Choir has been an amazing way
to form new connections with new church members who share a similar love of
music and singing as me! (I have gained a few extra grandmas from this. too. % %)

How has being connected at SMPC changed the way you view church?

Being connected in SMPC's music ministry has certainly helped me realize that
church is so much more than just going to a service on Sunday!! It is truly a
community that is there for you any day of the week!! It truly gave a new meaning
behind a “church family!!"



	Remember in Prayer

