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Title: “The Cost of the Journey” 

6/29 Sermon – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Reading from the Old Testament: Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

Reading from the New Testament: Luke 9:51-62  

 

There’s a moment in every meaningful journey, every call, every change, every decision, when 

you know you cannot go back. You have crossed a line. You have said yes to something bigger. 

And even though it might cost you something like comfort, control, and the familiar, you move 

forward anyway. 

- Maybe it was the moment you packed up for a new job in a new town leaving behind 

family, familiarity, and everything comfortable to step into the unknown, simply because 

you sensed it was where God was calling you.  

- Maybe it was when you stepped out to serve, even though you were exhausted, your 

schedule was already full, your energy already spent, or you were scared to step out of 

your comfort zone, serve, and do something you have never done before, but you showed 

up anyway, and somehow, God met you there.  

- Maybe it was deciding to have a difficult conversation you had been avoiding, because 

peace meant more than pretending. 

- Maybe it is choosing to forgive someone instead of holding onto the hurt and trusting 

God with the healing.  

- Maybe it is dropping your child off at college and instead of asking a thousand questions 

like, “Did we do enough? Will our child be okay?,” you choose to trust God with the 

future and be at peace knowing they are in God’s beloved love, care, and provision. 

- Maybe it was a quiet moment, when no one was watching, and you simply said: Yes, 

Lord. I’ll follow. No audience and no reward. Just an ordinary moment turned holy 

because you offered yourself to something greater than yourself. 

Before we dive deeper, I must tell you about a moment, equally funny and frantic, that happened 

right before we left for Massanetta this past week. We were loading up all the middle school 

youth onto two 15-passenger vans: blankets and pillows everywhere, snacks already opened, 

middle schoolers talking about how they forget their deodorant and their hair brush, and being 20 

minutes out and already asking for a restroom break, thinking in my head, “are we going to 

survive this?” But you know what, somewhere between the loud singing of Taylor Swift songs 
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on the way there, the glow in the dark dance party, the giant slip n’ slide, the workshops and time 

of worship and keynote, the small groups, and our back home time and group prayers as a 

church, and even through the heat wave, God showed up. In the middle of the chaos and 

laughter, we stepped into something deeper and God showed up. Because that’s often how 

journeys with God begin, not with something miraculous happening, or everything being 

perfectly aligned and put in place. Rather, they begin when you least expect it. They begin when 

you are simply willing to show up and take the journey, even if you are unsure. 

In our Scripture passage for today from Luke chapter 9, we see this from Jesus who "sets his face 

toward Jerusalem." He knows what lies ahead, which includes rejection, suffering on the cross, 

and his death, but he still proceeds forward. Jesus was determined to go to Jerusalem and he 

locked his gaze on what was ahead. He was totally committed to this work and was determined 

to see it through. Why, you might ask? Why does Jesus have this total commitment to something 

that would be so brutally painful, that would bring such unimaginable suffering? In short, it is 

God’s love for us, the abundant, all-inclusive, and relentless love that we do not deserve.  

By Jesus "setting his face to go to Jerusalem," it signals his devout commitment to his mission, 

even though it leads to the cross. And then he turns to his disciples and invites them to do the 

same: to follow, without delay, without excuses, and without looking back. We see this 

specifically in our scripture passage after Jesus passes through Samaria and he has three short 

conversations on the nature of discipleship and what it means to follow after him, what it means 

to journey with Jesus and the cost of that journey.  

The first group of people Jesus meets in today’s Gospel are those in a Samaritan village.  Jesus 

had sent the people who were accompanying him to go ahead into the Samaritan village and 

make preparations for Jesus’ visit. Immediately they meet rejection. The Samaritans were 

inhospitable and did not welcome him. When the disciples, James and John saw how Jesus was 

rejected, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 

They were proposing to consume the Samaritan people with fire from heaven. But Jesus turned 

and rebuked them, and they went on to another village.  

As they kept traveling, they met three would-be disciples along the way and had encounters with 

each of them (Luke 9:57-62). The first person seems ready and willing to follow Jesus, saying, “I 
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will follow you wherever you go.” But it seems that Jesus knows that their commitment will not 

last. So, Jesus confronts him with the insecurity and homelessness of life that comes with 

following the Son of man by saying: “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the 

Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” In other words, “Will you be so dedicated to being my 

disciple that you lose comfort for my sake?” The second person is invited to come and follow 

Jesus, but his response is that he first needs to bury his father. To this, Jesus responds “Let the 

dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” With the third 

person, they want to say goodbye to their kin, their people at home, before following Jesus. Jesus 

likens this person’s actions to the farmer who, while plowing, turns the head to look behind. By 

doing so, the farmer is going to make a mess of the rows because it will be impossible to walk a 

straight line forward while looking backward. However, Jesus’ call to come and follow is not a 

call to abandon family or to “let the dead bury their own.”  But it is a reminder to all who seek to 

follow Jesus and to journey with Christ that there is an important job before us, which is to 

further the Kingdom of God and that every single moment before us matters in doing this.  

It is within this passage that we discover some of Jesus's most difficult sayings on discipleship 

that challenge us to think about what it means to follow him and the cost associated with doing 

this. This passage is not easy. It does not leave much room for half-hearted faith. Rather, Jesus 

calls us to follow when the road ahead is complex, confusing, and unclear, when it challenges 

systems, and when it demands we let go of our excuses, our comfort, and even our reputations. It 

is within this passage that Jesus reminds his followers to carefully think about our priorities and 

ponder what we need to say "no" to so that we can say "yes" to following Jesus.  

This is because Jesus does not ask us to follow in theory; rather, he asks us to walk with him, to 

journey with him. We are to put our beliefs in Christ into practice, actually trusting Jesus enough 

to act upon what Jesus teaches. We are to follow Jesus every day as the One who really is our 

Way, our Truth, and our Life, which is the true essence of the Christian life. This requires us to 

put on our travelling shoes and set out after Him.  

 

Jesus’ mission on earth was to lead us and guide us. Because of this, our life in Christ is best 

understood as a life-long journey in which we have the single focus of following Jesus as He 

leads us closer to His Kingdom every day. If we are going to journey with Christ, nothing else 
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can ever then be more important to us than that journey. This means that Jesus should come first, 

always and in every circumstance, no exceptions allowed.  

 

Jesus taught us in the Sermon on the Mount (Luke 6:17-49) just a few chapters before our gospel 

passage for today to “seek first the Kingdom of God,” What we see here, in our gospel passage 

from Luke chapter 9 is just how truly and how seriously, Christ really means it. If we look back 

to verse 62 of our passage, it says “no one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

the kingdom of God.” Through this statement, Jesus is inviting us into a life of focused and 

forward-moving discipleship. Plowing a field takes direction and determination. You cannot 

keep looking back and expect to move in a straight line. Likewise, following Jesus is not about 

holding on to the past; rather, it requires us to release whatever is holding us back. Looking back 

often means clinging to what is safe or familiar such as our old ways of thinking, our fears, our 

excuses, and our need for control. But the kingdom of God asks us to move forward, to take that 

next step, and to say “yes” to Christ so that our faith leads to action and advocacy, and leads to 

living into love, into justice, into peace, and into courage. To trust that what lies ahead with 

Christ is far greater than what we leave behind. 

 

Friends, the road to Jerusalem is not just a path Jesus walked two thousand years ago; rather, it is 

a path that we still walk today. It’s a path of purpose, of service, of commitment and trust in 

God’s greater plan. And whether we are 12 years old or 80, we are invited to walk it, hand in 

hand with Christ. Do not believe for a second that your part in God’s story is over. Rather, the 

call to follow is still ringing out. The road ahead still matters greatly and the Kingdom of God 

deeply needs people, people like us who are willing to say, “Yes, Lord. I’ll faithfully follow” and 

people like us who are willing to still follow no matter what the cost of the journey is.  

 

This past week our middle schoolers, 22 of them (6th through 8th graders), and 5 brave, lively, 

fun, energetic, and nurturing adult chaperones, which included Denise Davis, Rebecca Guzman, 

Sharon Mitchell, Courtney Ritchie, and myself (thank you Denise Davis, Rebecca Guzman, 

Sharon Mitchell, and Courtney Ritchie!) headed to Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference 

Center in Harrisonburg Virginia for youth conference! The theme was “Holy Love, Wholly 

Loved.” Middle School youth learned how they are wholly loved by God’s holy and perfect love 
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and what that love looks like in action. During one of the workshops, middle school youth were 

reminded that we are called, claimed, and commissioned by God to take this love of Christ and 

get it out into the world and they explored various ways to do this. In this specific workshop, 

youth learned about our call to justice and love and how this requires action and advocacy from 

us. In our discussion about God’s love, the workshop leader reinforced this idea that God’s love 

is… advocacy and presented middle schoolers with an acronym for advocacy. In an acronym, 

each letter of the word stands for something. The “A” of “advocacy” represented “acting with 

courage.” The “D” represented “defending the vulnerable.” The “V” represented “voicing truth 

in love.” The “O” represented “open hearts and minds.” The “C” represented “Christ as our 

example.” The second “A” in “advocacy” represented “awareness of injustice.” The second “C” 

in “advocacy” represented “creating peace and justice.” And the last letter, the “Y” of 

“advocacy” represented “yes” to discipleship. Through this acronym, “advocacy,” middle 

schoolers were reminded of the cost of the journey that we take with Jesus and were encouraged 

and empowered to press on and move forward. They were given a charge to move forward by 

taking the love of God and getting it out into the world since God’s love is radical, all- inclusive, 

never-ending, and has the power to change and transform us and our communities.  

 

One of the ways that they were told they could spread God’s love is through being advocates and 

how advocacy consists of acting with courage, defending the vulnerable, voicing truth in love, 

having open hearts and minds, moving forward with Christ as our example, being aware of 

injustice and doing something about it, creating peace, and wholeheartedly saying “yes” to Jesus’ 

call to discipleship. Friends, this is the cost of the journey that we take with Jesus.  

 

One of the youth who went with us to Massanetta was very hesitant to do so from the beginning. 

They were nervous about leaving home, unsure if they were ready to be away, even for just a few 

days. But then by the end of it, something shifted. By the last night of the retreat, they came up to 

me, eyes wide open with wonder, and said, “I did not want to come on this retreat, but now I do 

not want to leave. I feel like I actually saw God here. I cannot wait to come back next year.” This 

is what discipleship often looks like, taking one brave, uncertain step forward, and discovering 

God was already there waiting for you. It is what a mountaintop faith experience looks like when 
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faith becomes real, when it moves from the page to the heart, from theory to transformation and 

action. 

 

So, I will ask you the same question that I asked our middle schoolers who attended Massanetta, 

what would it look like to answer this holy sacred calling of sharing God's love with the world, 

in our world that so desperately needs it?   

 

In considering this question, I hope you remember that each of you was created for a purpose. 

And that purpose begins and ends with love. Because the world needs… 

- The world needs people who choose love over resentment. 

- The world needs people who live with grace, walk with courage, and point to hope—day 

in and day out. 

- The world needs people who pray faithfully, even when answers don’t come quickly. 

- The world needs people who speak truth with kindness and listen with humility. 

- The world needs people who forgive—over and over again. 

- The world needs people who are bold enough to confront conflict and injustice. 

- The world needs people who welcome the stranger, comfort the grieving, and care for the 

vulnerable. 

- The world needs people who believe that faith still matters, that goodness is still present, 

and that community is essential to who we are as God’s people.  

- The world needs people who keep showing up in love, in service, and in faith—even 

when no one is watching. 

- And the world needs people who trust that God is not finished yet and who live like that 

promise is true, no matter what the journey may cost. 

So let me ask you: 

Will you walk that road? 

Will you live out God’s love? 

Will you embark on that journey with Christ, no matter the cost? 

May it be so, and may you take a moment to listen for that still, small voice because Christ is still 

calling us, and the world needs our faith, our witness, and our action now more than ever. Amen.  


