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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Service of Worship
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
July 13, 2025
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream

We Gather

We Gather
Prelude To God Be the Glory: A Hymn Fantasy  Michael Burkhardt
Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown

The Lord be with you. And also with you!
Introit Come, Bring Your Burdens to God  south African melody

*Call to Worship Ryan Wooley
One: Come, neighbors and strangers,

Many: prophets and seekers of justice,

One: those who need a helping hand,

Many: and those who have something to offer.

One:  Whether your faith is weak or strong,

Many: come, let us be neighbors in this place,

All: and let us worship God together!

*Hymn 634 To God Be the Glory BE THE GLORY
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Prayer of Confession (unison) Rev. Lindsey Odom

Holy God, we come in confession for our lack of love. We have neither
loved ourselves nor our neighbors. We have passed by suffering and
misfortune because of fear, busyness, or preoccupation. We have held
prejudices against people as deep as those against the Samaritans.
Heal our pains, amend our faults, and guide us in the way of Christ,
who exemplifies abundant love, care, and compassion for all. Help us
to walk in the newness of your light, that we may truly establish your
kingdom here on earth as in heaven, for we pray in the name of Jesus
Christ, our most beloved neighbor, who loved and cared for us to the
point of the cross. Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom

*Response of Praise Gloria Patri



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen.

We Hear and Respond to the Word

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman
1. Watch a Story: Jesus told a parable about a man who
was hurt on the road and the surprising person who
stopped to help him. The story reminds us that neighbors
are not just the people who live next door but anyone
who shows love and care. Watch a read aloud of Who Is
My Neighbor? by Amy lJill Levine and Sandy Eisenberg Sasso here. In the
book, the Blues and the Yellows do not mix until one day kindness
changes everything
2. Act It Out: Act out the story of the Good Samaritan together. Take
turns being the person who was hurt, the people who walked by, and the
neighbor who stopped to help. Talk about how it felt to play each part.
What would you do if you saw someone who needed help?
3. Make a Friendship Bracelet: Use string or yarn to make a bracelet. As
you add each knot or color, think about ways you can be a good neighbor
at home, at school, or in your community. Wear the bracelet to remind
you to be a kind and caring friend to others.
4. Wonder Questions:

e | wonder why Jesus told this story when someone asked, “Who is

my neighbor?”
e | wonder what made the Samaritan stop and help.
e | wonder what it feels like to be cared for.
¢ | wonder how we can show love like that today.

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman
As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19):
God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.
The children will return to join their families following the sermon.

Prayer for lllumination Rev. Odom

First Reading Isaiah 58:6-10 Rev. Odom
Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo
the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every
yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8A3PFzEsS0

homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break
forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear
guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for
help, and he will say, Here | am. If you remove the yoke from among
you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your
food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light
shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.

Anthem Assurance John Ness Beck
Summer Choir

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Air of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His spirit, washed in His blood.
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect submission, all is at rest,

I in my savior am happy and blest,
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all my life long.

Second Reading Luke 10:25-37 Dr. Brown
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must
| do to inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in the law?
What do you read there?" He answered, "You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength,
and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." And he said to
him, "You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live." But
wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"
Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away,
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road;
and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw
him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out
two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, "Take care of him; and
when | come back, | will repay you whatever more you spend.' Which of
these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the



hands of the robbers?" He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus
said to him, "Go and do likewise."

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
Sermon Samaritan Bazinga Dr. Brown

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Confession of 1967, 9.32-9.33

Rev. Odom
The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has
set the pattern for the church’s mission. His human life involves the
church in the common life of all people. His service to men and women
commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. His
suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it
sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His
crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity
that marks human relations, and the awful consequences of the
church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the risen Christ and
the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal
of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. The church
follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its action.
So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom
... (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory River Leon Bridges
Blake Randle, baritone

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*Doxology No. 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Grace Wooley
God of compassion and mercy, we remember Jesus’ parable of the
Samaritan, who came upon a man beaten and bleeding and felt
compassion and gave him care. Let us strive to go beyond acts of
compassion and good deeds. Let us be reminded that you long not just
for our gifts and offerings, but a life lived giving ourselves selflessly for
others. We know you can transform the acts of giving into lives of
giving. Help us to also do this. Amen.


http://www.smpchome.org/give

We Go Out to Serve
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race; neigh-bors are near us and far a - way.
love; all these are neigh-bors to us and vyou.
feet; this is the way we should live like you.
*Charge and Benediction Dr. Brown
*Congregational Response No. 765
(Choir sings once then all join on repeat)
May the God of hope go with us every day,
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way,
bringing light and hope to every land and race.
Praying, let us work for peace; singing,
share our joy with all; working for a world that's new,
faithful when we hear Christ's call.
Postlude Grand Sortie John S. Dixon

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

Worship Service Notes

Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor



Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Summer Choir
Blake Randle, baritone
Grace Wooley, Ryan Wooley, liturgists
Ellie Henriques, Summer Organ Sidekick
A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes
Ushers: Dick Engle, Curt Ireland, Tom Klecker, Charlie Metzler, Colby
Nutter, Gwen Volker
Welcome Team: Jack Hess, Allison King, Nolan King, David Wooley, Grace
Wooley, Kari Wooley, Ryan Wooley

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we
want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database
Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram:
@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian.

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our
Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, July 27, at
11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Director of
Hospitality and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.

Congregational Notes (as of July 10, 2025)

Remember in Prayer

e Kathy Garner and her family as Kathy’s husband, George Garner,
entered the Church triumphant on July 9.

e DennilJung and her family as Denni’s brother, Glenn Martin, entered
the Church triumphant on July 3.

e Ella Foard and her family as they are awaiting test results.

e All those affected by the catastrophic floods in the Texas Hill
Country area.

e All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the
world and at home.

e Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace,
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and
despair engulfing their country.

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:
prayer@SMPChome.org



mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org

SMPC STAFF

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
matt@smpchome.org
Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach
lindsey@smpchome.org
Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music
laura@smpchome.org
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
zach@smpchome.org
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
rebecca@smpchome.org
Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager
adrienne@smpchome.org
Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications
cheryl@smpchome.org
Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator
steve@smpchome.org
Rev. Melissa White, Director of Hospitality and Connection
melissa@smpchome.org
Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director
tammy@smpchome.org
Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator
mkzagora@smpchome.org

Church Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday: 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
Friday: Closed

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

8601 Bryant Farms Road, Charlotte, NC 28277, 704-544-0404
PO Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 28271
smpchome.org
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WELCOME!

After worship, we hope you'll join us for lemonade and cookies outside. Come meet
friends old and new! Registry pads are located on your pew. Please sign and pass to
your neighbor and perhaps speak to someone you haven't met!

Please note: The church office will be lightly staffed this week. If you need
assistance, please contact Director of Music and Organist Zach Bowyer,
zach@smpchome.org.

THIS WEEK'S CLASSES & EVENTS

'[[][]ay The Third Thirty - "Retirement Home, Your Home, or Your

Children’s Home,"
Ju I_Y ] 3 The Commons, Ages 60-90 years old
The fourth session in a 12-session study! This study meets one
11:30 a.m. - Sunday a month over a light lunch after worship. Come to as many
1230 sessions as your schedule allows! Register on Realm. Contact: Melissa
U p.m. White, melissa@smpchome.org.

weﬂnesﬂay Conversations with Dr. Matt Brown
McQueen Room or Zoom

Ju I-Y 16 Join us as we discuss the scripture for the coming week’s sermon. All
are welcome! Contact Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org, for Zoom

9:30a.m. info.

thursday Food for Thought Book Group
McQueen Room
JUI_Y 1 7 This group is reading Lady Tan’s Circle of Women: A Novel by Lisa See.
12 30 All are welcome. Contact: Kathy Paquette, khesspaquette@aol.com.
U p.m.

i Friday Morning Men’s Grou
f"uav Chapgl 206 . 4
JUlY 18 This group meets on the first and third Fridays of every month. They
are reading the book Life is Hard. God is Good. Let's Dance:
73[] .M. - Experiencing Real Joy in a World Gone Mad by Bruce Hindmarsh. All
8:30 a.m are welcome. Contact: Curt Ireland, irelandcurtisO0@gmail.com.

Center of Hope Breakfast

Satllrllav Meet at SMPC at 5:15 a.m.

JUI-Y ]9 On the third Saturday of each month, SMPC preps,
cooks and serves breakfast for guests at the Center

15a.m of Hope. They are back to the church around 9:15

o a.m. Food donations are due Thursday, July 17.

Monetary donations are always welcome. Sign up
via QR code. Contact: Bob Williamson, —
bobwill31@hotmail.com.

ONE WEEK UNTIL VBS/MISSION POSSIBLE!!

Vacation Bible School, Monday, July 21-Thursday, July 24, 9:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m., VBS: Ages 3-4th grade; Mission Possible:
Rising 5th and 6th Grade - VBS is currently full. Please email
Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org, to be added to the
waitlist. Register for Mission Possible on Realm or via QR code.

UPCOMING EVENTS

SMPC Youth Pool Party, Monday, July 21, 6:00-7:30 p.m., The Estes’, 800
Mansard Ct, Matthews, NC 28105, Middle and High Schoolers - Join us for our
summer pool party! Pizza will be provided, but please bring a salty or sweet snack
to share with the group. Register on Realm. Contact: Lindsey Odom,
lindsey@smpchome.org.



Bag Lunches for Roof Above, Saturday, July 26, 9:30 a.m.,
Drop off in front of the Palmer Building - On the fourth
Saturday of each month, SMPC provides 100 bag lunches for Roof
Above to help feed those in need. Sign up to bring bag lunches
via QR code. Contact: Julie Durham, julierdurham@gmail.com.

American Red Cross Blood Drive, Saturday, August 9, 8:00
a.m.-12:30 p.m., The Commons - Blood donations are needed
now more than ever! Sign up to donate blood or volunteer at the
drive on our website under “Serve Our Community” or via QR
code.

SMPC Preschool has openings in the Monday-Friday 4s and Monday-Thursday
4s for the 2025-26 school year. The preschool day is from 9:00 a.m.-12:45 p.m. If
your child or a child you know would love to learn, have fun and grow in a caring,
vibrant preschool, please contact SMPC Preschool Director Tammy Winchip,
tammy@smpchome.org. School starts in September!

UPDATES ON PASTORAL TRANSITION

The excitement is building as we prepare to celebrate Dr. Matt
Brown’s upcoming retirement! To help honor his time and
contributions to SMPC, a committee has been formed to plan a
series of special events. We'd love for you to be part of the
celebration! Please fill out the Retirement Celebration Planning
Interest form via the QR code and share how you might like to get
involved. Contact: Kathy Graham, kathyspeech@carolina.rr.com.

Find more updates on the transition on our website,
smpchome.org/about/updates-on-pastoral-transition or via the
QR code.

FACES OF FAITH

We are excited to introduce you to Laura Black and her family in this week's Faces
of Faith! Laura is a member of our Chancel Choir and serves on staff as the ministry
associate for children and music. She supports our Music, Youth, and Children
Ministries and leads music for Bible and Music (BAM!), which returns in September.
Get to know Laura!

i

Name: Laura Black

Family: My husband, Ned Slagle, and our

daughters, Maddie and Olivia f p -
Years at SMPC: We started coming to SMPC in 2024, | Hy
and | joined the staff that fall. p—rdl

What brought you and your family to SMPC?

My family and | were looking for a church where we could grow in our faith and
feel like we truly belonged—somewhere that reflected the love and welcome we
believe God offers to everyone. From the moment we walked through the doors,
we felt a sense of belonging. We love that it is a place where our whole family can
be involved, ask honest questions, and be part of a community that really tries to
live out what it means to love God. The warmth of the people, the authenticity of
worship, and the church’s openness to all kinds of families made it clear that we
have found a spiritual home.

How does being a part of the staff and the choir enrich your faith
experience?

Joining the Chancel Choir and the SMPC staff has been such a blessing. Singing
with the Chancel Choir is one of the most meaningful ways | connect with my faith.
Music has a way of expressing what words can't always capture, and it often
becomes a space where | feel God's presence most clearly. The discipline of
rehearsing and offering music each week also deepens my commitment to
worship. It reminds me that faith is both a gift and a practice—something we
receive and something we nurture.

Being the ministry associate of children and music has honestly grown my faith in
ways | never expected. When | first stepped into this role, | knew | loved working
with kids and music—but | didn't realize just how much they would shape me
spiritually. Kids have this amazing way of reminding you what faith is really about.
They ask big questions without hesitation, they worship with joy,, and they don't
hold back. | have found that working with and being around them keeps my own
faith grounded and fresh.
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