
 

A Service of Worship 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 27, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Varon de Dolores Alexandro Escaltini 

Kendal Colson, piano 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit For Everyone Born Murray/Mann 

Davis Lee, Geoffrey Lee, and Steve Williams, baritones 

*Call to Worship   Brynn Holder   

One: Come as you are, with eyes wide open or tightly shut. 

Many: The darkness is not empty because God is here. 

One: Bring your questions, your fears, your hopes, and your dreams. 

Many: The God who spoke light into the void calls us each by name. 

One:  Let us walk together, knowing God is with us on this path. 

Many: God’s light meets us on the path, even in the shadows. 

All: Let us worship the One who guides us through every moment. 

Amen. 

*Hymn 314 Christ, Be Our Light  CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 

 

 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Brown 

Illumining God, radiant with glory, in your light we see light, and in 

your truth we find freedom to follow the path you flood with light 

before us. Yet, we are continuously drawn to the shadows, losing our 

way, becoming captive to the darkness. O Lord, forgive us for our 

easily distracted minds and hearts. May your light radiate into the 

shadowed corners of our spirits where pride, bitterness, and envy 

fester, so that we may find our way back to the glow of your path, so 

brightly paved with your loving intentions, as revealed in Christ. 

Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Brown 

*Response of Praise  No. 769, stanza 3 

For young and for old, a place at the table,  



a voice to be heard, a part in the song,  

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 

for young and for old, the right to belong… 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Words for Law: In Psalm 119, there are SIX 

different words that all mean the same thing: law, 

precept, ordinance, decree, commandment, and 

statute. See if you can find the definitions of each 

of these words. Why do you think the Psalmist 

used so many words to talk about how much he loved the law?  

2. Craft: Use a paper lunch bag or empty jar to make a simple lantern. 

Draw or write ways you can be a light in the world: helping a friend, 

speaking up for someone, showing kindness. Place a battery-

operated candle or glow stick inside to remind you that God's love 

can shine through you. Put your lantern somewhere you’ll see it 
during the week.  

3. Story Time: Listen to the beautiful book When God Made Light by 

Matthew Paul Turner here. This story celebrates how God made 

light in the world—and in you. As you listen, think about how your 

light shines in the way you love, laugh, create, and care for others.  

4. Wonder Questions:  

• I wonder what it means to be the light of the world.  

• I wonder what makes your light shine.  

• I wonder when it feels hard to shine your light.  

• I wonder how your light can help someone else find their way. 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Judah Estes 

First Reading Psalm 119:105-112 Judah Estes 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. I have sworn an 

oath and confirmed it, to observe your righteous ordinances. I am 

severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to your word. Accept my 

offerings of praise, O Lord, and teach me your ordinances. I hold my life 

in my hand continually, but I do not forget your law. The wicked have laid 

a snare for me, but I do not stray from your precepts. Your decrees are 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9Cvgm9CrAk


my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart. I incline my heart to 

perform your statutes forever, to the end. 

Second Reading Matthew 5:14-16 Judah Estes 

"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one 

after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father in heaven. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Find Your People, Find Your Light Rev. Odom 

*Response Hymn 192 Shine, Jesus, Shine SHINE, JESUS, SHINE 

(Montreat Pick-up Choir on stanzas; congregation on refrain) 

 



 

 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  A Brief Statement of Faith 

  Dr. Brown 

In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we 

trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 

worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor 

and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the 

children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating 

with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the 

gospel.  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,  Jesus was 

crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the 

sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his 

sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death 

to life eternal. With believers in every time and place,  we rejoice that 

nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer George Elledge, Josh Ellis, 

  Davis Lee, Evan Williams 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Morning Glory Kathleen Basi 

Ann Carney, recorder 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 769, stanza 5 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


For everyone born, a place at the table, 

to live without fear, and simply to be, 

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 

for everyone born, the right to be free. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Lily Claire Jacobus 

Gracious God, we thank you for being our light in the dark places of 

our lives and our world. Our hope is in you, O’ God for you are the light 
of the world and you call us to be lights for others. As we bring these 

gifts and offerings before you, may your light and love blaze in us and 

shine through all that we give including our time, our gifts, our 

resources, and our lives so that others may know your hope and your 

grace. Amen.   

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 377 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light HOUSTON 

 

 

 

 



 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Odom 

*Congregational Response  No. 769, refrain 

…and God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

yes, God will delight when we are creators 

of justice, justice and joy! 

Postlude The Lord is My Light Mary McDonald 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 



Leading Worship this Morning   

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Ann Carney, recorder 

 Kendal Colson, piano 

 Davis Lee, Geoffrey Lee, and Steve Williams, baritones 

 Montreat Pick-up Choir 

George Elledge, Josh Ellis, Brynn Holder, Lily Claire Jacobus, Davis Lee, 

Evan Williams, liturgists 

Will Hollingsworth, Summer Organ Sidekick 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora 

Ushers: Jenny Gates, Curt Ireland, Donna Podgorny, Brett Thompson, 

Linda Thompson, Bob Williamson  

Welcome Team: Matt Biehl, Megan Biehl 

 Join the Welcome Team! Our Welcome Team 

members are often the first point of contact for those 

attending our worship services and special events. 

Friendly faces are always welcome to serve! Sign up 

via QR code. Contact: Kathy Galati, 

kathyhg118@yahoo.com  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members today, at 11:30 a.m. To 

learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488 

Congregational Notes (as of July 24, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, 
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and 

despair engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org 

mailto:kathyhg118@yahoo.com
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Director of Hospitality and Connection 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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